
	Swardeston Parish Council 

Minutes of the March 2010 Parish Council Meeting 

At Swardeston Village Hall, 

On Thursday 8th April 2010 at 7.30PM

Meeting 4/2010

	Present: 









Ian Francis


Geoff Loades






Liz Brown 


Claire Jay 




Mark Wythe


Victoria Goff


Carole Jowett – Clerk


	1
	To consider apologies for absence

There were no apologies
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

No declarations of interest were made.
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports
Safer Neighbourhood Team 

PCSO Sore gave an update on crimes since 11th March 2010. There had been 1 crime where 4 BT manhole covers had been lifted and the cables cut. This was suspected to be someone looking to steal copper cable however the cables involved were optical fibre. There had been 2 calls to the Police about anti-social/nuisance behaviour involving The Old Rectory.. There had been 1 call about issues at The Old Rectory.

There was an illegal gypsy and traveller encampment at Keswick crossroads and there had been 1 or 2 complaints about the obstruction of a footpath due to the occupation of the travellers. The District Council owns the land occupied and there will be a meeting at South Norfolk Council next week to address the encampment. Sergeant White and PCSO Sore were advised by the Parish Council that there had been a traveller’s child killed at that site a number of years ago and they said they would make the travellers aware of this. 

PCSO Sore has visited all of the properties on Hillside Close to discuss the possibility of a no cold calling zone being crated. There are only 11 properties involved and all have agreed to the introduction of this zone. The details have been passed to trading standards at Norfolk County Council and they will send letters to all properties and they will need to respond agreeing or objecting to this. Subject to the acceptance of the proposal a press release will then be done on the launch of the scheme and street signs will be erected.  It was asked if there has been a knock on effect to neighbouring areas when these cold calling zones have been introduced but PCSO Sore said this had not been experienced.  

A decision on the application to register the footpath at The Old Rectory is expected imminently. 

Public Participation 
There is a stack of cars behind P&D Quality Cars; a resident has been in touch with the environment agency that has advised them to engage the Parish Council on this issue. The call reference number was 767955. It was agreed initially the Chairman would speak to the owners of the garage, as this needs to be sorted out quickly. If there is no progress the clerk will contact the planning enforcement officer at South Norfolk Council.
	

	4
	To confirm minutes of meeting held on 11th March 2010 

The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 
	

	5
	To receive update on matters arising from March meeting

Mr Francis had spoken to the owners of The Common about the rabbits problem and they were unable to agree to any solution other than ferreting they were opposed to gassing or shooting. Fencing is another solution and South Norfolk Council, the owners and the cricket club were all prepared to contribute towards the cost. All Seasons were used before and after discussions with all parties they are now contracted to deal with the problem. There are warrens each side of the bowls club and fencing could be provided alongside Mr Jenkinson’s land. Shooting will take place on his land and a fully licensed, insured individual has been commissioned to commence shooting at the end of April and continue on a regular basis. Any gaps in the rabbit netting need to be filled before ferreting starts. 

The village sign repair will take place in the very near future and the contractor has been asked to provide a quote for repair or replacement of the notice board. 
	

	6
	To receive update from Safer Neighbourhood Team

This had been completed under agenda item 3.
	

	7
	To consider items for the May open meeting agenda

The lack of a speed watch scheme was discussed as speeding is always an issue raised and more volunteers are needed.

The Commons management committee needs reconvening these have stopped completely since South Norfolk Council restructured this area. It was felt that the Parish Council should try to reconvene these meetings, The membership used to be Matt Davies from the Fringe Project, Mike Bentley from South Norfolk Council, Pat Hall and Mark Wythe from the Parish Council and Mr & Mrs Watkinson the owners.

The clerk will write and invite Matt Davies, Jon Cook and Mr & Mrs Watkinson to a meeting with three potential dates, 11th June 2010, 5th July 2010 or 17th August 2010.

Potential items for the agenda in May were Footpaths, Joint Core Strategy and Safer Neighbourhood Team
	CJ

	8
	To review and consider new model standing orders

The clerk had circulated the model standing orders for review, the document was agreed to be an improvement on the current standing orders and it was felt that they should be adopted with immediate effect.
	

	9
	To consider planning applications received 

None received
	

	10
	Finance

10.1
To receive statement of accounts up to 11th April 2010 

The accounts were reviewed up to the financial year-end 31st March 2010 as no recent activity 
had taken place. 
10.2
To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget



Chq no 296
£133.13
Norfolk ALC 

Annual Subscription


Chq no 297
£125.00
C Jowett 

Salary 

The payments were agreed and the cheques signed.
It was suggested that the church should be given a donation of £150.00 again this year and this was unanimously agreed.
	

	12
	To consider correspondence received 

Planning Application 2010/0252, notification had been received that 6 The Wood, Wood Lane had been approved with no conditions.

Planning Application 2010/0062, notification had been received that Land of Chestnut Close for the erection of 3 detached houses had been refused. 

The adopter payment for the Salvation Army clothes bank is being made to the village hall not the Parish Council.
	

	13
	To confirm the next meeting which will be the AGM followed by an Open Meeting to be held on Thursday 13th May 2010 commencing 19:00 at Swardeston Village Hall 

It was raised that the sign by the play area, advising motorists to slow down has been knocked down. The clerk will report this to Jon Cook at South Norfolk Council.

The meeting was closed at 21:05
	

	Signed: 

Mr I Francis
Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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The address for the Parish Council website is:
                  http://www.parishcouncilinvolve.net/swardeston-parish-council/



