
	Swardeston Parish Council 

Minutes of the December 2010 Parish Council Meeting 

At Swardeston Village Hall, 

On Thursday 9th December 2010 at 7.30PM

Meeting 12/2010

	Present: 









Ian Francis


Mark Wythe 


Victoria Goff


Geoff Loades 


Claire Jay 


Liz Brown

Cllr Nigel Legg

Carole Jowett – Clerk
0 members of the public attended.


	1
	To consider apologies for absence

No apologies had been received, all councillors were present.
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

There were no declarations of interest made.
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports

District Council 

Councillor Legg said that the main issue at present was the Government’s comprehensive spending review. South Norfolk Council needs to make £3.5m savings over the next 4 years although these are front loaded to the first 2 years. Decisions are required on whether to withdraw front line services, perhaps whole service areas or to spread the savings across the council and also save back office costs through shared services. The Council will use reserves next year to provide sufficient time to focus on making the necessary savings.

The Council is currently in talks with Great Yarmouth Borough Council about potential shared refuse collection. 

He went on to give an update on the Local Development Framework and said the Government Inspector has accepted the proposals but had asked if there was a plan B, work is ongoing on this and as a result could result in more housing in South Norfolk if the Northern Distributor Route is not funded. There is a danger that Mangreen could be back on the agenda however this is not a solution that South Norfolk Council wants to have. 

Councillor Legg advised that there is a new commons officer called Robin Chew in place and he seems to know about the current issues.

County Council
The County Councillor was not present.
Safer Neighbourhood Team
PCSO Sore gave an update on crime figures from 14th October 2010 to 9th December 2010. There had been 8 crimes reported all of which were domestic issues and only 1 call to the police had been made about anti social, noise related incidents. This had occurred just after the problem with the village hall lights.

When the PCSO had left the meeting it was raised that Darrin had made a real contribution to the community and his commitment and interaction with the community, including visits to the day care centre were appreciated and valued. 

The clerk will draft a letter to go to the Safer Neighbourhood Inspector about both the value of the role and Darrin’s personal contribution; this will be circulated before being sent. 
	

	4
	To confirm minutes of meeting held on 18th November 2010 

The minutes of the September meeting were reviewed, agreed and signed.
	

	5
	To receive update on matters arising from November meeting

Mr Wythe has emailed Saxlingham Nethergate to ask about their traffic resolution, their response is awaited. 

Mr Francis has had contact from All Seasons about their ferreting services to address the rabbit problems on the common. It is intended to start with the ferrets in early January and Mr Francis will liaise with both the cricket club and the village hall committee. 

The B1113 corridor project was discussed and concerns were raised that South Norfolk Council were asking people to come up with proposals to donate money to. I t was explained that this is Government funding not local authority money. There was discussion about a claim that a ground source heat pump could be provided for £900 not £8k. Councillor Legg said that the plans for the B1113 project were simple and straightforward and Mr Francis said he would contact John Pennell to find out more about it and clarify a number of issues.

The Big Book of games is being installed and it was not clear where this would be, the clerk will try to contact Robin Chew to ask what the plans were. 

The Minerals and Waste Development Proposal Document had been reviewed and it was agreed that no response was necessary. 
	

	6
	To discuss and agree the inspection requirement for the play area
It was discussed and agreed that since the play area was refurbished in 2008 and that it was unlikely to be used for some months that an inspection should be scheduled for June 2011 and then every year in June by Playsafety Ltd. The clerk will arrange this. 
	

	7
	To consider and agree for Swardeston Common to be used for Play sessions run by Norfolk County Council
This had already been discussed in agenda item 5.
	

	8
	To discuss the enhanced accommodation needs for the day care centre 
The day care centre currently operates from the rugby club and there are some significant issues with the changing rooms, the cloakroom, water supply (there had recently been e-coli detected and the centre had been closed for 2 weeks). 

The alternatives would be at the village hall but there would need to be some significant changes. The kitchen is not large enough and there is insufficient storage space. The kitchen would need to be extended and the portakabin could be relocated from the rugby club to the village hall. 

It was felt that this would not be possible however it could be a longer-term resolution as it could mean extending the village hall. Mr Francis said he would ask the village hall committee chairman to put this on the agenda however Mrs brown felt that this was not a viable option and there are many issues that would rule the village hall out as a solution. 

After discussion it was agreed that this was an issue for the day care centre and the village hall and any changes would need to be addressed by them.
	

	9
	To consider the Core Strategy and Minerals & Waste Development Management Policies Development Plan Document 
This had already been discussed in agenda item 5.
	

	10
	To consider and agree the Parish Council’s response to “The Big Conversation” on the proposed changes to the public rights of way service

Mr Francis had attended the Ramblers Annual general meeting at the village hall a few days earlier. The Ramblers had stated their appreciation for the help from the residents in achieving the granting of the footpath orders. 

The consultation was discussed and the principals of maintaining public rights of way from a legal perspective should remain the responsibility of the County Council although it was felt that day-to-day maintenance issues are something that could be done by voluntary groups. 

Whilst there were concerns it was agreed that cuts across the County Council’s service areas had to be made and this is less important than other services such as adult social services. 

It is important that knowledge and expertise is available to provide help and advice and alerts even if path cutting is to suffer.
	

	11
	Finance

11.1
To review and agree financial statement to 9th December 2010
The accounts were reviewed and agreed. An amount was recorded against the play area of £69.18 and was questioned as no expenditure had been made against the play area this year. The clerk will check this. 
11.2
To review the clerk’s salary
Mr Francis wanted to review relevant documentation to assess what the correct rates of pay should be rather than agreeing arbitrarily. The clerk will send the appropriate documents for him to review and this will be discussed at the next meeting. 

11.3
To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget



Chq no 318
£125.00
C Jowett 

Salary
The cheque was agreed and signed.
	

	12
	To consider correspondence received 

The items received between 19th November 2010 and 9th December 2010 were:

Date

Item

From

Information

29 Nov 10
Mangreen Quarry Liaison Group Meeting Minutes
Lafarge
Action
24 Nov 10
Planning Application 2010/2003

Location: The Coach House, Mangreen, Swardeston

Proposal: Alterations of approved conservatory (2009/1876/LB) from timber to UPVC
SNDC
Notice Board
Dec 10
Changes to Christmas waste collections
SNDC
Planning application 2010/2003 was reviewed and discussed. It was agreed no comments were required on this.
	

	13
	To confirm the next meeting to be held on Thursday 13th January 2011 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall 
Mr Wythe tendered his apologies for the January meeting due to work commitments.

The meeting was closed at 20:55
	

	Signed: 

Mr I Francis
Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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The address for the Parish Council website is:
                  http://www.parishcouncilinvolve.net/swardeston-parish-council/

