
	Swardeston Parish Council 

Minutes of the February 2010 Parish Council Meeting 

At Swardeston Village Hall, 

On Thursday 11th February 2010 at 7.30PM

Meeting 2/2010

	Present: 









Ian Francis


Geoff Loades


Carole Jowett – Clerk




Liz Brown 


Mark Wythe 


2 members of the public attended


	1
	To consider apologies for absence

Claire Jay had sent her apologies due to illness.
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

No declarations of interest were made.
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports
Safer Neighbourhood Team 

PCSO Philpott and PC Ross Carter attended on behalf of the Safer Neighbourhood Team and gave an update on crimes between 10th September 2009 and 10th February 2010. A total of 10 crimes had been reported which were 1 theft of motor vehicle, 2 damage to motor vehicle, 2 burglary other than dwelling and 2 theft from motor vehicle. The greatest issues were clearly thefts involving motor vehicles and people were reminded that no valuables should be removed form vehicles where possible or to be left out of sight and doors should be kept locked at all times.

PCSO asked the clerk to email PCSO if the Parish Council wanted him to liaise with Teresa Haxell about the no cold calling zone initiative. He explained that this could be done in a defined area such as a cul-de-sac or street where it could be evidenced that there were problems and 80% of residents would need to agree. 

A resident said that there had been a lorry on High Common that had got stuck but the occupants were acting suspiciously, the lorry was empty. This had not been reported and there had been no related incidents but PCSO Philpott advised people to report incidents where there were suspicious circumstances. 

District Council
Cllr Herbert explained that South Norfolk Council had frozen council tax for the next year and whilst the County Council had increased council tax by 1/90% it was hoped to be able to freeze for 2 of the next 3 years.

The Secretary of State has announced that Norwich City Council should become a unitary authority based on its existing boundaries, with a status quo fro the rest of the county. South Norfolk and Breckland Councils are looking to share some services and have a joint scrutiny committee to keep costs down. 

Cllr Legg said that Swardeston needed to remain vigilant as whilst Mangreen is not in the Joint Core Strategy it is still under some consideration. The feasibility study being let for tender is believed to be the catalyst to the item being current. 

The Safer neighbourhood Action Panel is not quite meeting peoples needs. There were 2 bodies originally and they have been merged but the focus is now on police related matters and not balanced with neighbourhood issues sufficiently. The Common and issues arising could be a subject for example that could be raised through the forum. 
Public

The bridle path was raised as t is now unfit for purpose and it was asked whose responsibility it is to repair and maintain it. The parish Council said that there is documentation to say the individual householders should maintain it and it is not the responsibility of the Parish Council the Watkinsons owns the land. South Norfolk Council examined it some years ago but it has now deteriorated, as there is more use as people have multiple cars per household. 

It was agreed that if people living alongside the bridle path wished to repair it in keeping with the environment using suitable materials there should be no issues. 
	CJ



	4
	To confirm minutes of meeting held on 14th January 2010 

The minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 
	

	5
	To receive update from Safer Neighbourhood Team

This had taken place in agenda item 3 to enable the police to leave the meeting and resume their duties. 
	

	6
	To review and consider issues with footpaths

A letter had been received from Norfolk County Council advising that the issue of the footpath is expected to be reviewed in a meeting in March. 

The problems were raised that the owners of The Old Rectory have now locked the gate on the permissive footpath. There was a discussion about the route of the permissive footpath, which it is believed does not go through the gate. 

It was agreed that the County Council should sort out the issue of footpath 4 and leave the Busitills Loke issue until a decision is made.
	

	7
	To consider the introduction of no cold calling zones in Swardeston

This had been partially addressed in item 3 and it was agreed to leave this until the next meeting.  
	

	8
	To consider and agree on repairs to village sign
As the second quote had not been received it was agreed to leave this until the next meeting. 
	

	9
	To consider planning applications received 

2010/0062 

Location – Land of Chestnut Close, Swardeston
Proposal – Erection of 3 detached houses and ancillary works
The Parish Council reviewed the plans and discussed the issues of building three new houses in the community. After some deliberation the Parish Council voted in favour of supporting the application as they strongly encourage some small developments within the village to aid sustainability. They wanted to record that the access and egress should be via Chestnut Close. 

The clerk will email the Councils comments to Stuart Pontin. 
	CJ

	10
	To receive update on matters arising from January 2010 meeting

Mr Francis explained that he has obtained permission to locate the memorial bench at the edge of the field ion Wood Lane facing towards Gowthorpe Manor. He will now speak to the residents who have the money to arrange the purchase and installation. Mr Loades suggested it should be cleared with the nearest residents, Mr Francis will do this. 

The dog signs have not yet been places due to the inclement weather; they are adhesive so it will be done when the weather improves. 

The clerk had tried to speak to South Norfolk about the spoken to South issue of the rabbit problem but will keep trying It was decided to see how Mulbarton resolved the issue and consider using the same approach. 

An issue was raised about overhanging branches near Cavell Barn, Mr Francis will speak to the owners.

Mr Wythe raised a concern about the advice given to a resident about repairing the bridle way earlier in the meeting as he felt that the repairs may encroach on to The Common and it should be made clear that the repairs should only be made to the bridle way itself and not provide any hard standing on The Common. The clerk was asked to write to the resident explaining this. Another resident had asked the same question by email and the same response should be sent to him. 

There was an issue raised with a pothole at the bottom of Wood lane and the clerk will report this to Norfolk County Council
	IF

CJ

IF

CJ

CJ

	11
	Finance

11.1 To receive statement of accounts up to 11th February 2010 
The clerk passed round the statement of accounts, which were reviewed and agreed.
11.2 To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget


Chq no 290
£15.00

NRCC
 

Annual Subscription

Chq no 291
£125.00
C Jowett

Salary 


Chq no 292
£150.00
Swardeston PCC
Church Donation

The above payments were agreed.
	


	12
	To consider correspondence received 

A letter had been received from a resident about a missing grill and floods at the pond due to rainwater. The grill had since been found but it was suggested that an overflow pipe is replaced. The comments were noted however it was not felt to be a major issue and the remedy would be too much for the problem which occurs so infrequently. 

The annual report from the Citizens Advice Bureau had been received.

A letter from South Norfolk Council had been received for the election of a new Parish member of the standards and ethics board had been received but this was only open to larger parishes although the vote would include all.
	

	13
	To confirm the next meeting of the Parish Council to be held on Thursday 11th February 2010 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall 
The meeting was closed at 21:15
	

	Signed: 

Mr I Francis
Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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The address for the Parish Council website is:
                  http://www.parishcouncilinvolve.net/swardeston-parish-council/



