
	Swardeston Parish Council 

	February 2008 Parish Council Meeting Minutes

at Swardeston Village Hall, 

On Monday 11th February 2008 at 7.30PM
Meeting 1/2008

	Present : 

Geoff Loades 




Lee Bunn 



Pat Hall 




Claire Jay


Mrs Carole Jowett - Clerk 


Graham Wray

	1
	Apologies 

Mark Wythe and Karen Kent sent their apologies.
	

	2
	Minutes of Last Meeting 

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed by the Chairman.
	 

	3
	Public Participation
The issue of Phil Goodes planning application amendments and maintenance of the lane were raised and the Chairman explained that this would be discussed under agenda item 5.
	 

	4
	Declaration of Members Interests
No interests were declared.
	

	5
	Formal Consideration of Any Matters Arising

5.1 The amended plans for Phil Goodes were discussed. The front sheet states 4 houses however the amended drawings show only 3 houses this was a cause for concern as if this was wrong it throws doubt on the accuracy of the plans. Velux lights are stated in the plans but the drawings show dormer style windows. 

Concern was raised about the insufficient splay onto the B1113 and therefore restricted 
views of oncoming traffic.


This application was seen as back land development. 


The facilities in the village are insufficient to support additional housing.


The closeness to other existing properties was a concern.


It was raised that the properties appear to have access to dog walk but it is unclear who 
owns this land.


The plans refer to consultation with neighbours however no-one is aware of any 
consultation having taken place.


Concerns were raised with drainage as the drainage is already insufficient and the 
property to the rear of the development suffers from flooding in the garden and this 
building is lower than the new planned houses and therefore this could be a problem if 
insufficient drainage is provided.

The Parish Council restated it’s previous view that the change of use whilst to be 
encouraged to enable the business to flourish but reservations were raised that the 
longer term intention was not to convert to apartments.

5.2 The maintenance of the lane was discussed but it was agreed that this is part of the Common and the issues need to be raised at the next Commons meeting with Mike Bentley. South Norfolk District Council has responsibility for the lane. Pat Hall pointed out that it is up to residents to make good any pot holes. The Chairman pointed out that the installation of bollards may help with these problems. It was raised that residents had not received any letters from South Norfolk advising of the bollards, the clerk will chase him up.
	CJ

	6
	Matters Arising

6.1 Mr Watkinson had advised the steering committee he would cut the hedge next time he put the hedge cutter on the truck. This has not yet happened and the clerk will write again reminding him. 

6.2
The audit commission have finished the external audit of accounts and these have been 
displayed on the noticeboard. 
6.3
A response to the Greater Norwich development partnership Joint core strategy Issues 
and options book had been prepared and sent as it was not possible to review every 
question and respond as a council to the consultation in that way. The Chairman read 
out the letter to the Parish Council.
	CJ



	7
	Finance
7.1
Payments were authorised as follows:

Audit Commission

£58.75

Annual audit

C Jowett 


£250.00 
Clerks salary for January & February 
7.2
The clerk has submitted a VAT reclaim for accounts from 03/02/06 to 31/10/07 which is 
a total credit of £412.87 
7.3
The clerk has been reviewing the bank accounts and the interest being paid seems  
very low however no statements can be found for the savings account. She will 
investigate further to ensure best value can be obtained.
	CJ

	8
	Play Area

The Chairman gave an update to the meeting about the playing field grant. WREN had visited the site and made the observation that there was nothing in the plans for teenagers. The maximum grant available is £10k. Mr Loades had explained that there will be consultation with teenagers once the playing field is done to consider what could be done for them but it would need to b in a different area as there is insufficient room within the playing filed area. A potential area for basketball net/football posts would need to be identified.
Mr Loades said that Awards For All will be approached but they were more likely to give grants for specific items rather than generic ideas. 
	

	9
	Correspondence

9.1 A booking form for the Play Area inspection has been received offering a choice of June or October. Given the work being planned at the moment it was decided that the clerk should book an inspection for October.

9.2 A letter has been received advising that the consultation period for The Norfolk Minerals and Waste Local Development Framework Core strategy and Development Control Policies: Preferred Options - Minerals and Waste Allocations : Issues and Options will run from 15th February TO 28th March and that the documents will be sent on 15th February. They advise that parish Council meetings are timed to accommodate this consultation exercise.
9.3 The Norfolk gritting Routes leaflet had been received.

9.4 Planning consent has been agreed for application number 2007/2270 – Boundary House, proposed single storey shower room extension.

9.5 At Home Not Alone newsletter received. 
	

	10
	External Meetings

The clerk reminded everyone that the next SNAP meeting is at Mulbarton Junior School on 26th February 2008 at 7.00pm.  
	

	11
	Any Other Business
11.1
Mr Loades updated the Parish Council on the village hall management committee. He 
explained that they have received approval from the Charities Commission and a 
meeting of trustees will take place on 15th April 2008. A new management committee 
will be appointed, there will be 9 members made up as follows:-


Parish Council


2


Cricket Club 


1


Bowling Club


1


Parochial Church Council
1


Social Club


1


Elected Members

3


This will give a more democratic approach to running the village hall which is now 
officially a charitable organisation. The chairman will include an article in the newsletter.

11.2 The village hall is undergoing a re-vamp which will involve some external funding from the social club. There will be new flooring in one room and some re-carpeting in the bar area. It will be smarter and hopefully completed by 15th April. Mr Loades asked who might like to be considered for nomination from the Parish Council.

11.3 The Chairman asked when would be a good time for the annual village spring clean. It would be a good idea to have it the week of the grey bin collection and ten South Norfolk will collect the black bin liners. It was agreed that 5th April at 10.00am was the best time and date. This will be included in the newsletter.

11.4 Thanks were recorded to the local postman Vernon who is retiring this week.

11.5 The travellers site behind the Harford Bridge park & Ride was raised as there is rumour that South Norfolk are looking for permanent sites for travellers. There was some suspicion that this site may be one of the preferred options however no official communication has been received.

11.6 Concerns were raised over the path down to the Old Rectory and Garden Cottages. A harvester has pushed a hedge into the lake. Sugar beet lorries have made it worse and it has now degraded badly and become very muddy. There has been contact made with Brown & Co who manages the land and it was also pointed out that there was mud being left on the road. Mr Loades said he would chase up if no improvements were evident in the next 7 – 10 days. 
11.7 There were complaints received about gravel on the road at Chestnut Close which is the old CO-OP site. It was agreed that the clerk should write to Planning & Transportation as the gravel is on the main road and is a hazard to passing traffic.

11.8 The district councillors and Police should be invited to future meetings especially the AGM.

11.9 Mr Loades is preparing a newsletter to go out in March.
	GL

CJ

GL

	13
	Meeting Close

The Chairman closed the meeting at 21.25
	

	Dates of Future Meetings- All will commence at 7.30pm
11th March 2008

8th April 2008

13th May 2008 – AGM

10th June 2008

8th July 2008

12th August 2008
9th September 2008

14th October 2008

11th November 2008

9th December 2008

Signed : 



	Geoff Loades
Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council 
The address for the Parish Council Website is http://www.eastspace.net/swardeston/home.asp



