
	Swardeston Parish Council 

Minutes of the January 2011 Parish Council Meeting 

At The Cavell Room, St Mary the Virgin Church, Swardeston
On Thursday 13th January 2011 at 7.30PM

Meeting 1/2011

	Present: 









Ian Francis


Victoria Goff


Liz Brown

Geoff Loades 


Claire Jay 


Cllr Jon Herbert

Cllr Nigel Legg




Carole Jowett – Clerk
2 members of the public attended.


	1
	To consider apologies for absence

Mark Wythe had sent his apologies due to work commitments.

The location of the meeting had been changed due to a burst pipe at the village hall.
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

Victoria Goff declared an interest in the planning application for Chestnut Close.
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports

County Council
The major issues at the moment are “The Big Conversation” and the cuts that are going through and are quite severe, some front line services will be reduced.

The gravel extraction planning application has just been submitted fro a site at Stanfield near Wymondham. It was asked if this would reduce the need for further extraction at Mangreen, Cllr Herbert said that potentially it could however it would depend on the rate of building. The site at Stanfield could potentially satisfy the requirement for aggregate for the expected development at Wymondham and the A11 corridor.

The cuts could affect the day care centre, as £7m needs to be made from the day care service. Personalised budgets may enable a saving but may affect the use of the day care centre. Fears were raised about who would be entitled to care; critical need is only extended from substantial need if the removal would cause them to become critical. 

It was said that a report had said that the consultation in progress was a farce and that the public felt they were not being listened to.

District Council 

Cllr Legg reported that budget cuts are inevitable die to the reducing government grant over the next 4 years, which are £3.5m per annum. The coming year should be manageable and there are to be no compulsory redundancies and there will be no council tax increase.
The Local Development Framework should be completed in the next 3 months after the final consultation. South Norfolk Council are looking to combine some services with Great Yarmouth in an aim to save money.

Other issues were the supply of oil over the Christmas period had been difficult. Emergency planning in place at the council had enabled a supply of oil to be made from some companies on an informal basis. 

Further problems had been the number of burst pipes due to the severe cold and 4 properties at Mangreen had not had a water supply due to the freezing up of their bore hole and there had been 4 burst pipes in the village. 

Public Participation
A resident attended the meeting and expressed concern that the Parish Council had not consulted with the public on the Joint Core Strategy about the village development being in the land adjacent to Chestnut Close. The Chairman explained that a newsletter had been sent to all households in the village and a copy was provided at the meeting, as the resident had not received it. He went on to explain that the Parish Council had been required to nominate opportunities for the provision of an additional 15 to 20 dwelling over the next 20 years. The parish Council had considered the options and decided to nominate 2 classes of land, the first being brown field and secondly in fill. There would not be as much impact on the village as a brand new development on an open site. 

The resident then went onto question the planning application for 3 dwellings at Chestnut Close that the Parish Council had supported. He felt that residents should have been consulted before this support was given. It was clarified to him that the Parish Council meetings are open for members to attend and express their views but that only one resident had attended who was in support of the application. 
The resident then went onto say that he felt that the current plan will spoil the area and is the first step to build on the open fields behind Chestnut Close. He also said that he felt the inclusion of social housing was a way of circumventing the planning process. He was assured that the application included affordable homes not social housing, which is very different. He was further assured that this was not the first step to building on the open fields. 

The chairman thanked the resident and explained that his views were appreciated and further explained that the parish Council meetings were the place to air such views, they are all have an agenda which is displayed in the Parish notice board and are always open to the public. He also explained that the Parish Council had very successfully campaigned against the proposal of a new town at Mangreen and at that time had argued that small scale developments in existing villages was a preferable way forward to large scale development. 

Ms Goff spoke as a resident and said that up to 20 houses could be built within Chestnut Close and felt that 6 was a better option. When the first application came out she had checked the website and attended the Parish Council meeting to express her views before she joined the Parish Council. She felt that the first application was a better option than the current one and she expressed her surprise that no other residents from Chestnut Close had attended that parish Council meeting. 
	

	4
	To confirm minutes of meeting held on 18th November 2010 

The minutes of the December meeting were reviewed, agreed and signed.
	

	5
	To receive update on matters arising from November meeting

Mr Wythe was not at the meeting and a response from Saxlingham Nethergate is awaited. 

Mr Francis said that ferrets would be used to reduce the rabbit population very soon. Mr Francis felt that the costs should be shared between the owners of The Common, the village hall and the Parish Council. The parish Council has a responsibility as the play area is being affected. He proposed that the Parish Council pays up to £100 towards this, Mr Loades seconded this 2 voted in favour Ms Jay abstained. 

The Big Book of games has been installed.

The clerk had written to PCSO Sore’s Inspector and Sergeant, PCSO Sore had sent his thanks for the support. 

The play area inspection has been ordered for June 2011.

The consultation on the maintenance of footpaths had been responded to. 

The clerk had supplied the Chairman with the relevant documentation of the salaries for clerks.  
	

	6
	To consider planning applications received 

2010/2152

Location
Land off Chestnut Close, Swardeston

Proposal
Erection of 4 affordable and 2 open market houses and 





ancillary works
It was noted that the map of Chestnut Close did not accurately reflect that the end of Chestnut Close showed 2 splays but one is in fact the driveway of one of the houses at the end of the Close. 

It was felt that the road width would be a problem with the density of traffic expected for 6 additional dwellings. The access and egress from Chestnut Close Into Low Common was also a cause for concern. 

There are no garages for the affordable homes and it was felt that there are too many houses for the site. 

The Parish Council were supportive of the original plans for 3 detached homes with garages it was agreed that this application is not appropriate. The buildings are not in keeping with the site and would create too much additional traffic. It was disappointed at the increase in density due to the associated traffic increase.

Mr Loades proposed that the Parish Council object to the planning application due to the above points raised. Ms Jay seconded this, Ms Goff abstained and the rest of the councillors agreed to object to the plans. 

This application is outside the development boundary and contrary to policy HOU 1. It is not exceptional in any way and is not close to the development boundary. The designs do not blend with the existing houses and there has been no affordable housing needs analysis done for Swardeston and therefore there is no proven need. 
2010/2158

Location
Hilltops Sports Ground, Main Road, Swardeston

Proposal
Proposed extensions to changing facilities and new score board

The application was reviewed. It was recognised that drainage is a problem at the rugby club and needs to be improved. No objections were raised to the extensions and recent events had proved that the facilities need to be robust to deal with drainage. Foul drainage needs upgrading to protect the borehole used for the water supply. The Parish Council agreed to support the application.
	

	7
	To consider and agree a response to Maintaining the street scene and public rights of way consultation

The consultation document was considered. Mulbarton Parish Council currently undertake verge maintenance for the County Council and receive payment for this. The Parish Council considered that at the moment they would consider taking on all of these items if payment were available.  The clerk will return the form.
	

	8
	To review and agree comments on the Examination into the Joint Core Strategy for Broadland, Norwich and South Norfolk produced by The Greater Norwich Development Partnership

The consultation was reviewed and it was agreed that the response would be that Swardeston Parish Council do not support new towns if the Northern Distributor Route (NDR) is not funded putting the Rackheath development at risk. It was felt that failure to fund the NDR should not result in other Districts having to absorb the housing need. 
	

	9
	Finance

9.1
To review and agree financial statement to 13th January 2011

The accounts were reviewed and agreed. The only expenditure expected in the run up to year-end is the clerks salary from February and March and the bill for servicing the dog bins. 
9.2
To review the clerk’s salary
Mr Francis had reviewed the information supplied by the clerk showing the hourly rate and the minimum recommended hours for the size of the parish. The parish Council had met before the start of the meeting to discuss this. 

The Chairman proposed that the Parish Council pay the clerk at SCP 18, which is currently at an hourly rate of £8.919 per hour. He further proposed that the number of hours should be set at 15 hours per month.  He then proposed that this amount be rounded to £135.00 per month for ease of payment and that this should be effective from 1 April 2011. 

Mr Loades seconded these proposals, which were then unanimously agreed. 
9.3
To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget



Chq no 320
£125.00
C Jowett 

Salary
The cheque was agreed and signed.

A letter had been received from Thee Norwich Fringe Project asking for donations. Mr Loades suggested that a donation of £160 should be made, as the Fringe Project help on The Common and this would fund one day’s work. Mr Francis seconded this and an S137 payment was unanimously agreed.

 
Chq no 321
£160.00
Norwich Fringe Project  

Donation
	

	12
	To consider correspondence received 

The items received between 10th December 2010 and 13th January 2011 were:

Date

Item

From

Information

Dec 2010
Norfolk gritting routes leaflet
NCC
Dec 2010
Signpost – Norfolk RCC’s newsletter
NRCC
Dec 2010
Norfolk Link
NALC
Jan 2011

Clerks & Councils Direct newsletter and year book

Jan 2011
Norfolk teleshopping service
NCC
11/12/10

Planning Application decision for 3 Highfield Court, Main Street

SNDC

Notice Board
Jan 2011
Outset Norfolk poster
NCC & EEDA
Request
08/12/10
Temporary Road Closures – we’d like your help
NCC
07/01/11

Norwich Fringe Project Funding Appeal 2011

Norwich Fringe Project

Opportunity
Dec 2010
Community Led design  - workshop to enable parishes to more effectively participate in and even lead on open spaces projects in their local area. – Tuesday 8 March 14:00 – 16:30 at The Costessey Centre
NALC
Dec 2010
Parish cluster event at Park Farm Hethersett on 9 February 10:00 – 12:00 
NALC
04/01/11

Great Poppy Party Weekend to celebrate The Royal British 

Legions 90th birthday 10-12 June 2011

The Royal British 

Legion


	

	13
	To confirm the next meeting to be held on Thursday 10th February 2011 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall 
The meeting was closed at 21:10
	

	Signed: 

Mr I Francis
Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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The address for the Parish Council website is:
                  http://www.parishcouncilinvolve.net/swardeston-parish-council/

