
	Swardeston Parish Council 

June 2009 Parish Council Meeting Minutes

at Swardeston Village Hall, 

On Thursday 11th June 2009 at 7.30PM

Meeting 6/2009

	Present : 
Ian Francis


Mark Wythe 


Mrs Carole Jowett – Clerk
Claire Jay 


Cllr Nigel Legg 


4 members of the public attended
Karen Kent 


Cllr Jon Herbert 



	1
	To consider apologies for absence

Geoff Loades had sent his apologies due to a clash with other business commitments. Lee Bunn had sent his apologies due to a school commitment. The council unanimously agreed to accept these apologies as genuine reasons for absence.
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

No declarations of interest were made.
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports

The Chairman opened this item by congratulating Councillor Herbert on his resounding victory at the recent County Council elections. Councillor Herbert said that the election had been a great success for the Conservative party with 60 seats being won by them, 13 by the Liberal Democrats, 7 by The Green Party, 3 by Labour and 1 by UKIP. He expressed his delight at being given the opportunity to serve the community on The County Council for the next 4 years although this term maybe dependent on the outcome of the Local Government Review. He read out an email from a Swardeston resident showing their appreciation for his support and congratulating him on his success in the elections.

Councillor Legg informed the Parish Council that he had become aware of a meeting of the GNDP next Tuesday at City Hall although he was unsure as to whether it was open to the public. Mr Francis said he would follow up on this. 

It was raised that the gate on the common is still the wrong way round and no bollards have yet been installed despite a wait of two years. It needs to be fixed by winter. Mr Wythe said he would send emails dated 2007 showing the length of time these had been promised and Councillor Legg will follow up with Sandra Dineen, The Chief Executive Officer at South Norfolk. 

A resident raised the issue of traffic using Short Lane and felt it was a safety hazard and asked if a warning sign could be provided before the bend. Councillor Herbert said that if a list could be provided to him in a couple of months time with all of the highways issues in the parish he would take it up with the relevant people at county council.

It was also raised that a Speedwatch scheme is still to be set up in the parish. This is to be included in a newsletter appealing for volunteers. There were some concerns raised about the Speedwatch scheme however it was explained that these schemes work successfully in other villages and it would make sense to try it. The potential for additional flashing signs was discussed however they are expensive but if sufficient evidence could be gathered it may reinforce the need for additional road calming measures.
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	4
	To confirm minutes of meeting held on 16th April 2009 

The Chairman explained that the minutes for review at this meeting were from the April meeting, as the May meeting minutes would be reviewed next year at the next annual meetings. The April minutes were agreed and signed as a true and accurate record. 
	

	5
	To receive update on matters arising from April meeting
Newsletter

The Chairman said that he would like to do a Swardeston Post in July and all agreed this was a good idea. He went on to outline a proposal to use the same format, distribution and printing arrangement as the church newsletter used, he had spoken to them and they were happy to encompass this. The Parish Council unanimously agreed that this was a good idea; the July edition needs to go to press by 20th June. It was also agreed after discussion that a quarterly newsletter should be produced from now on.

The content was discussed, the clerk advised that the annual report needed to be published and sent to all residents so the newsletter was a perfect opportunity. The clerk will draft and send to the Chairman.

A short article about the move of the butchers in to Swardeston and the reopening of The Dog could be included. An article about the play area and the future management could also be included and the local volunteer will be approached.

An article appealing for volunteers for Speedwatch should be included and Geoff Loades will be asked for an update on the village sign. 

Mr Francis will pull the newsletter together and include as much as possible but he also wanted to try to include some old photographs of the village in each edition. 

Parish Council Vacancy

The vacancy for a parish councillor was discussed and the clerk provided the chairman with a notice to display in the notice board as she had advised South Norfolk Council who had sent the notice for display. If 10 electors do not request an election within 14 days it will be possible to co-opt someone at the next meeting.
	

	6
	To agree public consultation on footpath issues

The Ramblers Association has applied to register an additional footpath near The Old Rectory. Norfolk County Council has written to the Parish Council seeking its views. The Chairman read out the letter from County Council and a draft response was discussed and agreed. The clerk will submit this to County Council. 
	CJ

	7
	To consider a possible change of use of premises at The Old Rectory

It had recently been brought to the attention of the Parish Council that The Old Rectory was being used for business purposes and the clerk had therefore contacted South Norfolk to enquire if planning permission is in place for the operation of a business. The Council had confirmed that there had been no plans passed and that no applications have been received. The clerk has therefore referred the matter to the planning enforcement officer for further investigation. 
Councillor Legg said that there is the ability to use land for limited time per year for a particular purpose for example one annual event would be perfectly permissible however it could not be used for more than 28 days in a year. 

The Parish Council awaits the outcome of the planning enforcement officer’s investigation.
	

	8
	Finance
8.1
To receive statement of accounts up to 31/05/09 
The accounts were reviewed and the current financial position noted. 
8.2
To agree bank signatories

Due to the recent retirement of one of the Parish Councillors a new bank signatory is required however the clerk suggested it would be prudent to have three signatories in case of absence. The clerk had the forms necessary and Ian Francis and Mark Wythe both agreed to become signatories and the relevant forms were completed.

The clerk requested that the Parish Council authorise her to be a third party non signatory on the accounts to enable her to administer the accounts more effectively as she is currently unable to speak to the bank. This was unanimously agreed. 
8.3
To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget

Chq no 274

£125.00
C Jowett

The payment was reviewed and agreed.
	


	9
	To consider Planning applications received 

2009/0673
Location – The Dog Inn, Main Road, Swardeston

Proposal – Proposed external lights and replacement signs (external)

2009/0809
Location – The Dog Inn, Main Road, Swardeston

Proposal – Replacement of double sided swing sign, illuminated wall mounted advertising sign, illuminated individual free standing sign and entrance sign
2009/0858
Location 13 Wood Lane, Swardeston

Proposal - Rear Extension
The above plans were reviewed and discussed. It was unanimously agreed that there were no objections to any of the above plans.
SP/C/7/2009/7014 – Mangreen Hall Farm 

Proposal – Variations of condition 29 of PP C/7/2004/7017 to allow a revised layout and erection and operation of additional ancillary plant and equipment:  Larfarge Aggregates Ltd grid Ref: 621888303289
The plans were felt to need further consideration and it was agreed to circulate them for comments to be made in advance of the closing date. The clerk asked for comments to be submitted to her by 26th June. 
	

	10
	To consider correspondence received 

A number of notices had been received for the notice board, which will be displayed as appropriate.

A ballot for a representative for the South Norfolk Alliance executive had been received, this will be circulated and votes sent back to the clerk. 

A schedule for training for clerks and councillors had been received.

Planning consent notification had been received for the butchery and deli.
	

	11
	To confirm the next meeting of the Parish Council to be held on Thursday 16th July 2009 at 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall 
Due to the clerk being on holiday and other councillors being unavailable it was agreed to delay the next meeting by one week and it will now take place on 16th July
The Chairman thanked people for their attendance and closed the meeting at 21:05
	

	Signed : 

Mr I Francis
Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council 
The address for the Parish Council website is:

http://www.parishcouncilinvolve.net/swardeston-parish-council/
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