
	Swardeston Parish Council 

September 2009 Parish Council Meeting Minutes

At Swardeston Village Hall, 

On Thursday 12th November 2009 at 7.30PM

Meeting 10/2009

	Present: 
Ian Francis


Liz Brown 

Carole Jowett – Clerk


Claire Jay 


Lee Bunn 

Cllr Jon Herbert






Karen Kent 


Mark Wythe 

Cllr Nigel Legg 

Geoff Loades

	1
	To consider apologies for absence

There were no apologies.
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

No declarations of interest were made.
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports
District Council Update

The Joint Core Strategy final consultation is now out and Mangreen is not included. There is however to be a feasibility study to review the possibility of this new town and a tender is currently underway to undertake this work. It was asked if we could find out under The Freedom of Information Act how much the Greater Norwich Development Partnership has cost. A future conservative government could scrap the whole spatial strategy. 

A question was asked about the potential joined working between South Norfolk and Breckland councils. Councillor Legg explained that South Norfolk is looking at different ways of working together for example shared services such as human Resources.

He reported that the traveller’s site at Harford Bridge opened last week. The County Council are currently trying to identify suitable sites for transit sites. 

Councillor Herbert said that the Edith Cavell day care centre was mot on the list for consultation for closure.

County Council Update

The Waste and Minerals consultation has reached its final phase and the site at Mangreen is likely to expand.
	

	4
	To confirm minutes of meeting held on 13th August 2009 

The minutes were reviewed and agreed as an accurate record of the meeting and duly signed by the Chairman.

The dog signs were discussed and it was debate took place as to whether dogs should be allowed in the play area. It was agreed to advise that dogs should be kept on a lead and to inform people that it is an offence not to clean up after their animals.
	

	5
	To receive update from Safer Neighbourhood Team

PCSO Sore could not attend the meeting. He had provided crime figures from 10th September to date. There had been 4 Crimes in total including one burglary other than dwelling, two Criminal damage and one theft.
	

	6
	To consider support of pest control measures for High Common

There is a problem with rabbits on High Common and they are causing a lot of damage. The Pest Control Officer has advised that they should be shot or gassed. The cricket club have asked the Parish Council for support and it was decided that the Pest Control Officer should be invited to the next meeting. 
	

	7
	To consider the introduction of no cold calling zones in Swardeston

As the Safer neighbourhood Team could not attend the meeting this will be deferred to the next meeting.
	

	8
	To consider memorial bench provision, location and ongoing responsibility
A meeting had been held and is clear that the bench needs to be located on the Wood Lane side of the main road. There are two potential sites and Mr Francis will discuss the possibilities to the landowners. One is near the footpath and not too close to the houses and would seem the preferred siting. Mr Francis will obtain a price and bring proposals back to the Parish Council if the landowners give their permission. Potentially a residents group could look after it once it has been provided
	

	9
	To consider and agree on repairs to village sign 

Two quotes are required and the clerk has been asked to contact Mr Frost and obtain contact details for a contractor he knows. 
	

	10
	To consider the Joint Core Strategy Proposed Submission Document November 
Only one copy was available and as it is a large document it was not possible to review at the meeting. Mr Francis will scan and copy policies 14, 15 and 16 that are relevant to the Parish and a response will be discussed at the December meeting.
	

	11
	To discuss the invitation to tender for New Settlement Study for GNDP
This had been discussed in the District Council update and it was agreed that the issues the Parish Council has should be raised with the successful contractor. 
	

	12
	To receive update on matters arising from September meeting

All relevant points had been previously discussed.
	

	13
	To consider planning applications received 

2009/0973 (Amendment)
Location – The Old Rectory
Proposal – Change of use to carry out bush and field craft activities on improved grassland and woodland
South Norfolk Council’s planning department had been chasing the applicant for information in response to questions raised. 

The applicant had promised to limit the activities but had not yet updated the website to reflect this. 

It was raised that there could be up to 50 visitors on site at a daytime event and up to 5 instructors, the logistics of access were a grave concern. The activities were to be finished by 18:00 with no overnight activities taking place. The site at Intwood would not be used.

The access was to be via Church Loke and exit via The Common.

There is a meeting planned for tomorrow between the applicant and South Norfolk Council. The application is expected to go before the planning committee on 30th November 2009. It was proposed by Mr Wythe seconded by Mr Loades and unanimously agreed that Mr Francis will attend and speak on behalf of the Parish Council. His representations will reflect the objections raised throughout the planning application process. 

Discsussions took place about the amendments and it was agreed that the Parish Council should make a response to the amendment. Despite the reduction in activity no amendment has been made to the website. Should planning permission be granted it would be far more difficult to limit further expansion. The parking of coaches in Wood Lane is not acceptable and causes a road safety hazard. 
	

	14
	Finance

14.1
To receive statement of accounts up to 12th November 2009 
The clerk provided a statement of accounts, which was reviewed and agreed by The Parish Council.
14.2
To consider and agree the precept for 2010/2011
Discussions took place about the amount of the precept for 2010/2011. It was recognised that it is a difficult economic climate and there is a need to balance the amount the Parish Council requires  to fulfil its obligations whilst recognising the pressure on households. After some debate an increase of £250.00 was proposed by Mr Loades, seconded by Mr Wythe and unanimously agreed, this represents an increase of 6.5%.
14.3
To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget



Chq no 285

£327.75
Mazars



Chq no 286

£159.16
Norse Commercial Services 



Chq no 287

£250.00
C Jowett 
The payments were agreed and signed.



	


	15
	To consider correspondence received 

An letter about the footpath application had been received from Norfolk County Council giving an update on progress had been received. 

A notification from Anglian Water had been received about the improvements planned for the treatment works.
	

	16
	To confirm the next meeting of the Parish Council to be held on Thursday 10th December 2009 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall 
It was raised that Swardeston does not appear on the bus timetable and the clerk was asked to write to First Group asking if this could be addressed.

The clerk will contact South Norfolk about the possibility of dog signs.

The Chairman will do a draft for a newsletter.

The next meeting was agreed as 10th December 2009.
	

	Signed: 

Mr I Francis
Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council 
The address for the Parish Council website is:

http://www.parishcouncilinvolve.net/swardeston-parish-council/
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