
	Swardeston Parish Council 

	November 2008 Parish Council Meeting Minutes

at Swardeston Village Hall, 

On Thursday 9th November 2008 at 7.30PM

Meeting 8/2008

	Present : 

Geoff Loades 


Claire Jay

Cllr Nigel Legg




Pat Hall 


Mark Wythe

Cllr Jon Herbert

Karen Kent 


Lee Bunn

Mrs Carole Jowett – Clerk


	1
	Apologies 

Graham Wray and Andrew Pond both sent apologies.
	

	2
	Minutes of Last Meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and amendments were agreed to item 6.9. The last two sentences at the end of the second paragraph should be changed to read. The letter received back from Councillor John Fuller had failed to address the issues raised by Mr Loades.    
Additionally The first of the public comments should be changed to read:

The District Council had failed to pass on information to the public and Mr Loades apologised that the Parish Council had not done more but the only information had been within the consultation documents and said that they had opposed option 3. 

The changes will be made and the minutes signed at the next meeting.
	 

	3
	Adjournment for Comments by Members of the Public 

Four members of the pubic attended and the development at Phil Goodes Bar was an issue of concern. 

The chairman introduced PCSO Tim Philpott to the meeting and it was agreed that the Safer Neighbourhood update would be given before matter arising.
	 

	4
	Declaration of Members Interests

No interests were declared.
	

	5
	Formal Consideration of Matters Raised
The issues at Phil Goodes Bar will be discussed under item 9 planning applications. 
	

	
	Safer Neighbourhood Team Update

PCSO Philpott addressed the meeting and gave an update on crime in Swardeston over the past month. There have been 3 crimes reported, one was an attempted break-in at Animal Crackers the other 2 were one domestic incident and one assault but was part of the same domestic incident. 

He advised that the general issues in the area are car crime, there have been 10 incidents recently at Colney near the UEA. He also advised people to take extra care now the longer dark nights have set in and urged people to report all incidents. 

Mr Bunn raised the issue of suspicious vehicles stopping touting for business recently he himself had n=been approached by some men in a van and handed the business flyer he had been given to PCSO Philpott who will check it out. PCSO Philpott urged everyone to report any incidents of suspicious callers and they will be checked out and reminded people to report it as soon as possible to enable the best result in terms of tracking the vehicles down so they could be stopped and checked. 
	

	6
	Matters Arising

6.1
The Commons

The District Councillors had raised the issues of the work at the common not being done with Chris Cooke, The Head of Leisure, Culture and Countryside at South Norfolk Council and also with the new Chief Executive. Work had now been done with speed signs having been provided. The Parish Council were disappointed with the signs however it was recognised that they are advisory signs but felt they could have been more direct in addressing the issue of speed in the area.

The Queen Elizabeth plantation had been cut but the blackthorn had not. The blackthorn however is cut by the Norwich fringe project and is arranged through Matt Davies.

One bollard has now been installed and it is expected that the rest will be completed in the next few days. It was agreed that it would be monitored for progress.
6.2
Village Sign

Colin Booth is unable to give a quote for the work needed to repair the village sign, as until he gets the work underway it is impossible to tell what exactly needs to be done. 

The chairman will progress this further with Mr Booth
6.3
Norfolk County Services
The bus shelter had been cleared recently by NCS who had checked it 24 hours later and said it was again untidy. They will continue to clear fortnightly and the situation will be monitored and reported as necessary. The last grass cutting has now taken place for the year.
6.4
Footpath near The Old Rectory
Mr Loades had spoken to owners of the old rectory and advised the Parish Council is awaiting a legal pack. The owners insisted that they did want to close the access to their private land. Mr Loades is still dealing with this issue. 
6.5 
Gypsy & Traveller Development Document 
No response had been received from Graham Wray.

Councillor Legg said that the Gypsy & Traveller working group is being reconvened tomorrow. Over 600 complaints have been received about the proposals in the consultation document therefore it is necessary to analyse these and review the proposed sites and also look at other alternative sites suggested. 
6.6
Hedge

The owner of hedge was at the meeting and advised that the hedge had now been made safe.
The village fete had been a great success and it is expected to have made a profit of approximately £250 and it was suggested that the proceeds are donated to the village hall.. Many people have suggested that another fete should take place next year.

Mr Loades wanted to record the parish Council’s thanks to all those involved with organising the fete and congratulate them on its success.
6.7
Joint Core Strategy
Mr Loades gave an update on the proposed development of Mangreen.  Following the last Parish Council meeting Councillor Herbert had arranged a public meeting at Mulbarton, which was attended by over 200 people. The developers won no friends at the meeting, they were ill prepared and their presentation was poor. A second public meeting is being held at Mulbarton tomorrow evening primarily for residents of Mulbarton but Swardeston residents who had not managed to get to the last meeting were very welcome to attend. Councillor Herbert said that the developers would not be attending the next meeting as they felt they needed more time to prepare a better presentation. They had suggested a series of road shows for residents to be able to see the proposals and ask questions.

Councillor Herbert said that the members of the Greater Norwich Development Partnership are meeting on 4th December to agree which option to recommend for acceptance on 18th December.

Mr Loades went on to say that an action group called has been formed consisting of the chairmen from five parish councils, Ian Francis, Nick Miller, and Graham Wray had attended the last meeting. The district councillors were supporting the group. A lot of ground has been covered by the group and letters are to be sent to the South Norfolk planning, the solicitors of the Greater Norwich Development Partnership about the 3 of the South Norfolk members having already predetermined themselves, plus a letter to South Norfolk members. These letters will be finalised at the next meeting next week. It was suggested that CPRE (campaign for the protection of rural England) be copied to all letters as the chairman Bill Bryson lives in Norfolk and, may help to add weight to the objections.
	GL

GL



	7
	Joint Core Strategy 

This had been fully covered under matters arising.
	

	8
	Finance
8.1
Precept 2009/2010

The clerk handed out the budget from the current year and each payment type was reviewed. Due to the upgrade of the play area the annual insurance is expected to rise by approximately £300. The cutting and maintenance of the play area was increased to ensure adequate funds were available. The Chairman proposed an increase of the precept from £3500 to £3800 which represents an increase of 8.5% and whilst this is above the inflation rate it was agreed that the increase is due to the play area which is a great improvement for the village and residents and it was felt that the community would support an increase for this purpose. It was therefore unanimously agreed to request £3800 for the year April 2009 to March 2010.
8.1
Payments 

Norfolk County Services
£81.33 

Monthly grounds charge 

C Jowett


£125.00
Clerk salary

Mazars


£50.00

Audit fees

Bracon Ash & Hethel PC
£83.33

Clerk training costs
G Loades


£20.00

Photocopying costs for Mangreen flyers
	

	9
	Planning Applications

Planning Applications 2008/1696, 2008/1970, 2008/1971 had been received for Phil Goodes bar & grill.

Discussions took place about the progress of the development and it was said that the work for the plans now submitted has already been done in part. The fire escape that is requested is actually a roof terrace/patio, which has a staircase leading from it. The terrace is directly opposite a neighbour’s window and overlooks the same property’s living room window. The original plans prohibited a roof terrace and it was agreed that the Parish Council should object to the planning application on these grounds.

Additionally it was mentioned that some of the rear windows have already been fitted and appear to be uPVC not wood as in the plans. The Parish Council will ask for close inspection of all work done, as it seems as though the plans are not being rigorously followed.

The applicant claims that he has consulted with neighbours and this has not taken place as claimed.

The clerk will draft comments and consult with the chairman before submitting them to the South Norfolk planning website.
	

	11
	Correspondence
A consultation booklet has been received from Communities and local Government that is about codes of conduct for local authority members and employees. The consultation runs until 24th December. The booklet will be circulated for comment. 

A letter has been received from South Norfolk Council encouraging community composting. This had been reviewed some time ago and the majority of residents do their own composting and no need was identifies in Swardeston.
The annual audit has been returned with no issues identified.
	

	12
	External Meetings

No external meetings other than the Mangreen Action Group mentioned earlier have taken place.
	

	13
	Any Other Business
Mrs hall said that a resident had asked if the dog bin could be re-located now the play area has been finished. Mr Loades will speak to the resident.

Mr Loades asked if at the next commons meeting the issue of drainage around the cricket field could be raised. The area has been getting boggier over the past few years.

The RoSPA report has been received and a suggestion that the play area should be fenced in when funding allows. Also a dog ban with appropriate notices would be useful once fenced in. Otherwise no real issues. A resident has volunteered to do regular checks on the play area; Mrs Hall will get his details so that contact can be made.
	GL

PH

	Dates of Future Meetings- All will commence at 7.30pm
There will be no meeting in December.

The next meeting will be 15th January 2009

Signed : 



	Geoff Loades
Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council 
The address for the Parish Council website is http://www.eastspace.net/swardeston/home.asp
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