
	Swardeston Parish Council 

	October 2008 Parish Council Meeting Minutes

at Swardeston Village Hall, 

On Thursday 9th October 2008 at 7.30PM

Meeting 8/2008

	Present : 

Geoff Loades 



Claire Jay

Cllr Nigel Legg




Pat Hall 



Mark Wythe

Cllr Jon Herbert

Graham Wray



Lee Bunn

Mrs Carole Jowett – Clerk


	1
	Apologies 

Karen Kent had sent her apologies.
	

	2
	Minutes of Last Meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and signed.   
	 

	3
	Adjournment for Comments by Members of the Public 

Eight members of the public attended the meeting and wanted to raise the issue of the proposed development of Mangreen in the Joint Core Strategy consultation. They asked if there should be a public meeting as it was felt that many residents did not know about these proposals, which would have a massive impact on the locality.
	 

	4
	Declaration of Members Interests

No interests were declared.
	

	5
	Formal Consideration of Matters Raised
It was agreed that the Mangreen issues would be discussed after agenda item 6.
	

	6
	Matters Arising

6.1
The Commons

The Parish Council was extremely disappointed that the bollards have still not been done.  After some discussion it was agreed that the clerk should write to the acting Chief Executive at South Norfolk Council, Andy Radford and copy to Chris Cook expressing the Parish Council’s dissatisfaction with the service being delivered on the common and the length of time it has taken to get the bollards completed, the cutting of the Queen Elizabeth plantation and the provision of speed signs. An email had been received from Mike Bentley explaining that the Queen Elizabeth plantation had been cut last year and the year before however neither time was it done in one hit. This year t is planned for 13th & 14th October. His team does not do the verge, highways are responsible for it but the rangers will cut the area around the seat next time they visit.
6.2
Village Sign

Mr Loades explained that it not been possible to ascertain for sure whether the post is set into the base or if it goes all the way to the ground. Colin Booth suspects with the degree of deterioration it probably goes to the earth and has not been adequately treated with preservative. If the whole post needs replacing it has been raised that it could be a good idea to replace and update the village sign itself as the Edith Cavell connection is unclear in the current graphics. It was agreed that the Chairman would discuss the options with Colin Booth.

6.3
Norfolk County Services
Another cutting of the grass at the playing field had occurred between the last meeting and this. Another issue raised is the bus shelter is not being cleared as per the contract. The clerk will contact the grounds manager and ask for this to be rectified. 

6.4
Footpath near The Old Rectory
Graham Wray had spoken to legal services who had not been willing to give a legal pack out but they did confirm the discrepancy between their records and the land registry. Mr Loades will meet the residents to discuss.  Mr Wray said that the definition of a footpath was that it was a route between one piece of public land and another piece of public land.

6.5
Local Government Review
The clerk had written a response to the local government review which had been approved, submitted and was available to view on the Boundary Committee’s website.

6.6 
Gypsy & Traveller Development Document 
The Gypsy & Traveller Local Development Document had been briefly discussed at the last meeting when a preview had been received. The formal document is now available for discussion and consultation. Graham Wray will review the document and advise if any response should be made. The consultation period runs from 23rd September to 4th November 2008.
6.7
Hedge

No progress had been made on this and will be reviewed at the next meeting.
6.8
Village Event

The village fete had been a great success and it is expected to have made a profit of approximately £250 and it was suggested that the proceeds are donated to the village hall.. Many people have suggested that another fete should take place next year.

Mr Loades wanted to record the parish Council’s thanks to all those involved with organising the fete and congratulate them on its success.
6.9
Joint Core Strategy
The clerk had written a response to the Greater Norwich development Partnership (GNDP) following the last Parish Council meeting. The Chairman read out the letter to the meeting.

The Chairman then went onto say that he had recently seen a letter in the Eastern Daily Press from David Bills who is a Conservative District Councillor for Hethersett. He was opposed to options 1 and 2 outlined in the JCS technical consultation document and it was felt inappropriate for a District Councillor to be campaigning against options at this stage as essentially he should at any time of a vote on preferred options in South Norfolk abstain as he has already now demonstrated he has a predetermined opinion. As a result Mr Loades had written to the leader off the Council John Fuller expressing his objection to David Bills letter. The letter received back from Councillor John Fuller had failed to address the issues raised by Mr Loades.    
The public comments were: -

The District Council had failed to pass on information to the public and Mr Loades apologised that the Parish Council had not done more but the only information had been within the consultation documents and said that they had opposed option 3. 

The point was reiterated that people involved in decision-making should cast an opinion publicly.

It was raised that if planning application is made for a house then neighbours are made aware. The attendees all believed that they had a right to be kept informed throughout this process and there is a strong belief that plans have already been drawn up for this proposed development at Mangreen.

 An issue was raised that option 1 and 2 have no plans to expand in the Mangreen area yet in option 3 there is a proposal for 4500 homes with supporting infrastructure. It was felt that it is wrong to have an outline plan without any detailed structure in place.

A member of the public wanted to point out that they were tenants at Gowthorpe but not landowners as the land is held by a trust and they wanted to let people know that they are in opposition to the plans and it is the trustees who are involved.

It was raised that these proposals are for the plan through to 2026 but in the current climate t is unlikely that any such development will take place as builders are already laying people off.

A question was raised as to why more infill of land between the by-pass and Norwich could not be done rather than creating a new town. It was felt that the local schools had capacity to take more children.

The District Councillors questioned the need for 35000 of homes being required in the GNDP area and how 36000 jobs would be created but said that the figures had been agreed much earlier in the process and we could not now go back on it. The LDF process was originally lead by Alan Gomm who has now moved on. The partnership between Norwich City, Broadland and South Norfolk had been formed, as it was believed it would be more successful in securing government funding. Until recently Mangreen had not been a favoured option until John Fuller became leader of the council when it was brought back into the plan.

Rackheath is in the same position if the northern distributor road goes ahead.

There was a new Head of Planning Services who started in July and has been working all out on these plans and the District Councillors have been shocked at the pace this is moving. Councillor Herbert felt it was important to get members of the public from surrounding villages together, he doubted that residents of Mulbarton were aware of the plans to add 1000 homes to the back of the village.

A question was asked as to whether option 3 had been tabled by members rather than officers, No answer was available. 

Councillor Legg explained that the plan has to be agreed by all three councils including in the GNDP. Neither Norwich City nor Broadland have been supportive of Mangreen. He was also concerned that local people do not know about it.

He further expressed his concerns that with the proposal of a new town at Mangreen, the expansion of Hethel into a large business park and the potential conversion of the business park at Ayton Road in Wymondham into housing Swardeston, Mulbarton and Bracon Ash would be on a very busy corridor.

The Chairman suggested that Councillors Herbert and Legg should write to the Eastern Daily press as David Bills had done. He said that he believed that the conservative council had already made up its mind and if the District Councillors were to oppose option 3 to create a public debate it would bring the division to the attention of John Fuller. He also wanted to know where the evidence for the need to re-table option 3 had come from.

The District Councillors understood the request but explained that they did not at this stage want to give an opinion, as they do not have a predetermined view on the consultation. They were however supportive of ensuring public awareness and encouraging people to put their views forward. 

The Chairman encouraged attendees to write to the EDP to express their views and said he would write to the EDP about the lack of a satisfactory response from John Fuller.

Andrew Gregory the new Head of Planning Services is attending the next Chairman’s meeting scheduled for 23rd October. 

Mr Loades asked if Councillor Herbert would lead a public meeting and he agreed to organise a venue and invite guests to attend and explain the council’s position. It is essential to get people from all affected villages along. It was felt Mulbarton village Hall would be a good venue and it was agreed to hold the meeting as soon as possible. It would be good to get some plans showing boundaries, which would enable people to understand the implications better. It was felt that the County Council should be invited, as should the local press.
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	7
	Finance

8.1
Payments 


Norfolk County Services

£81.33

Monthly grounds charge September


C Jowett


£125.00
Clerks salary
The above payments were agreed and the clerk asked if the Parish Council would agree to pay one-third towards the CiLCA training with the other two thirds being paid by Bracon Ash & Hethel and East Carleton & Ketteringham Parish Councils. The bursary is no longer available and the full cost is now £250. It was unanimously agreed to contribute the £83.33.
	

	8
	Play Area

The grass cutting had been addressed in the earlier agenda item and no further issues were raised. The accounts were now authorised for full payment.
	

	9
	Gypsy & Travellers Development Plan Consultation
This item had been covered earlier in the matters arising and no further discussion took place.
	

	10
	Planning Applications

There had been no planning applications received.
	

	11
	Correspondence
There is an emergency management seminar on Wednesday November 5th – no nominations were made.

Initial training for clerks and councillors is available on three dates however no nominations were made.

A response had been received from Planning and transportation on the issue of road width on the B1113 near Catbridge Lane. Mike Allfrey said he had visited the site as we had requested and whilst he was there witnessed a refuse lorry pass a bus going in opposing directions and no problems were evident. He said that the accident reduction team had recently surveyed the whole length of this road and no problems were raised at this location. He had also researched whether any funding was available for road improvements however this is not the case.

The planning application for the proposed lowering of the bank at land off the common has been withdrawn.

The planning application for the lowering of the kerb at Post Office stores has been approved.
	

	12
	External Meetings

The clerk explained the Safer Neighbourhoods Action Panel had merged with the Neighbourhood Forums now and therefore meetings would now take place every four months. The recent SNAP meeting had agreed the three actions for the next four months, parking issues at Mulbarton near the common, parking at Hethersett outside the schools and speeding across the whole policing cluster.


	

	13
	Any Other Business
The chirman asked the clerk to look for the NORMIT – Parish emergency plan. 
	

	Dates of Future Meetings- All will commence at 7.30pm
9th October 2008

13th November 2008

11th December 2008
Signed : 



	Geoff Loades
Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council 
The address for the Parish Council website is http://www.eastspace.net/swardeston/home.asp


Page 2 of 4

