
	Swardeston Parish Council 

September 2009 Parish Council Meeting Minutes

At Swardeston Village Hall, 

On Thursday 10th September 2009 at 7.30PM

Meeting 9/2009

	Present: 
Ian Francis


Liz Brown 

Carole Jowett – Clerk


Claire Jay 


Lee Bunn 

Cllr Jon Herbert






Karen Kent 


Cllr Nigel Legg 



	1
	To consider apologies for absence

Geoff Loades and Mark Wythe had both sent their apologies, which were accepted by the Parish Council.
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

No declarations of interest were made.
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports
PCSO Darrin Sore gave an update from the Safer Neighbourhood Team. 8 crimes were recorded between 14th May and 13th August 2009. These were broken down as follows:-

1 domestic

1 criminal damage

3 theft

2 burglary other than dwelling

1 theft from motor vehicle

There had been no calls to the police for anti social behaviour within the parish. 

The problems with vehicles on The Common seemed to be reduced. 

Councillor Legg asked about an incident, which had occurred two weeks ago and was not on the list of crimes provided. There had been an incident where someone had been bitten by a dog. PCSO Sore said that it could have been logged as an incident rather than a crime but promised to look into it.

He then went on to provide an update on Speed watch. Sergeant Hood has now handed the responsibility over to a new person whose full time job it is to run this scheme.

He informed the Parish Council that there now a new Sergeant for the cluster his name is Graham White who reports to a new Inspector James Brown. The Safer neighbourhood Team is now fully staffed with all posts filled. 

A 2-hour surgery is held from time to time in Mulbarton at the beat box adjacent to the village hall. If room could be made available it is possible for PCSO Sore to do surgeries in Swardeston village hall.

The next SNAP meeting will be held on the 29th September in Swardeston village hall. There has been some mini SNAPs run recently with the last one being in Mulbarton. It was agreed that the forthcoming SNAP needs to be advertised as widely as possible to make people aware of the time, date and location. 

It was raised that recently there had been incidents of driving on the cricket pitch and PCSO said he will look out specifically for this and report it to PC Martin Holmes in traffic.

Councillor Legg then gave an update and encouraged people to come along to the next SNAP meeting. 

He said there had been problems with a family in Wood Lane, many complaints had been received and a multi-agency meeting had held to try to resolve the problems, the family have been given 2 weeks to improve.

He then provided an overview of The Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee that he sits on. There is a major problem with bed blocking at the Norfolk & Norwich University Hospital particularly in winter and there is a plan to resolve the issue. At present a patient would be discharged to another hospital in Halesworth.

He also reported that there is a new stroke unit at the West Norwich Hospital however there are additional wards required. 

Councillor Herbert gave a County Council up date and reported that the Minerals & Waste report had just come out and the original consultation has now reduced the sites to just 10 -15, Mangreen is one of those and will go forward into the final consultation which is due very soon. 

The new budget setting has begun and has triggered further cost cutting to try to avoid cutting public services.

He Then Reported That The New Gypsy And Traveller Site At Harford Bridge Is nearing completion. He had visited it and said it was excellent. The site has cost £1.2m providing 8 pitches which include a day living unit comprising of kitchen, bathroom and day living room. Broadland Housing will manage the site. 

The planning application for the SAS-Go at Swardeston is currently expected to go before the planning committee on 2nd November 2009.

There were no issues raised by the public.
	

	4
	To confirm minutes of meeting held on 13th August 2009 

The minutes were reviewed and agreed as an accurate record of the meeting and duly signed by the Chairman.
	

	5
	To consider memorial bench provision, location and ongoing responsibility

A meeting had not yet taken place but it will go ahead before the next meeting. It was recognised that the donations came from people in the Wood Lane area and it would be more appropriate to find a suitable location in that area.
	

	6
	To review progress made on the Parish Plan agreed in 2006

The list of priorities was reviewed and whilst a lot of good progress has been made there are still actions required. 

The main issues not addressed are: -

The road safety and speeding issues, the recommended actions were for a flashing 30mph speed sign at the south of the village entering on the B1113 from Mulbarton. Campaigns for reduced speed limits in Intwood Lane and alongside the play area. It was discussed how these things could be taken forward and a speed watch scheme for the village would enable local people to undertake sped checks themselves to gather evidence of the problems to provide to the police. There have been representations for improved road crossing for children using school buses and needed to cross he B1113. Again a speed watch scheme would enable the problems to be measured and used to strengthen the case for changes to be made. 

The village hall had been refurbished and facilities upgraded as specified in the Parish plan and the hall is well used and available for those groups wishing to take advantage of the facilities. 

The cycle path has been put on hold due to the issues with the plan for a new town at Mangreen but this can now be resurrected. 

No action has yet been taken on a car scheme. 

The play area had a lot of refurbishment done last year and seating was provided however the fencing has not been done yet and suitable funding will need to be sought. 

Unfortunately no progress has been made on youth facilities.
	

	7
	To receive update on matters arising from August meeting

The Commons meetings have not been resolved and the clerk will speak to Jon Cook and try to get a meeting arranged.
The grass cutting had been brought up to date.

The letter in response to planning application 2009/0973 had been drafted agreed and sent. 
	

	8
	To review new contract from Norse Commercial Services for 2010

The new contract was discussed and it was felt that a renewal of the contract should be done, this was proposed by Karen Kent seconded by Liz Brown and unanimously agreed. The clerk will send the contract back to Norse Commercial Services Ltd.
	

	9
	To consider planning applications received 

2009/1044

Location – The Dog Inn

Proposal – Retention of additional external lighting, perimeter fence, hanging baskets, trough planters and decking. Proposed cabinets to house cooling units and replacement of rear window.
The application was reviewed and discussed and there were no comments that the Parish Council wanted to be made on the plans.
	

	10
	Finance

10.1
To receive statement of accounts up to 10th September 2009 
The clerk provided the latest accounts to the Parish Council this was reviewed and no issues were raised.

10.2
To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget


Chq no 282

£477.55
Norse Commercial Services


Chq no 283

£125.00
C Jowett


Chq no 284

£15.00

NRCC Membership


The Parish Council agreed both payments. 
	


	11
	To consider correspondence received 

A response had been received from Norfolk County Council legal department about the application for the footpath past the Old Rectory to be registered. There are a number of cases being dealt with and they are done in the order they arrived so no immediate resolution will be forthcoming. They have pledged to provide an update every 2 months. 

The South Norfolk Gypsy and Traveller Development Proposal Document had been received and the 3 sites proposed at Ketteringham have now been removed. The two sites going forward now are at Earsham and Stanfield. The Parish Council had no comment to be made on this final consultation.
	

	12
	To confirm the next meeting of the Parish Council to be held on Thursday 8th October 2009 at 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall 
Karen Kent and Lee Bunn both tendered their resignations to Chairman, Mrs Kent has recently moved out of the village and Mr Bunn has other conflicting commitments. The Chairman thanked them both for their dedication and commitment over the years they have served the community. The clerk will notify South Norfolk Council of the vacancies and arrange for the notices to be displayed to hopefully recruit new members at the next meeting.

The Chairman mentioned that the village sign was still in need of repair and offered to get some quotes so that consideration can be given to carrying out the repairs.

It was raised that signs to dog owners need to be provided at the play area, as there are issues with dogs being allowed to roam near children in a play area with concerns also with the cleaning up after dogs.

The Chairman thanked people for their attendance and closed the meeting at 21:15
	CJ

	Signed: 

Mr I Francis
Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council 
The address for the Parish Council website is:

http://www.parishcouncilinvolve.net/swardeston-parish-council/
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