
	Swardeston Parish Council 

	September 2008 Parish Council Meeting Minutes

at Swardeston Village Hall, 

On Thursday 11th September 2008 at 7.30PM

Meeting 7/2008

	Present : 

Geoff Loades 




Claire Jay




Pat Hall 




Mark Wythe

Graham Wray




Cllr Nigel Legg




Mrs Carole Jowett – Clerk


Cllr Jon Herbert

	1
	Apologies 

Lee Bunn, Karen Kent, additionally Nick Miller had sent his apologies.
	

	2
	Minutes of Last Meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and signed, the April minutes were also agreed as an accurate record as the required amendments had been completed.   
	 

	3
	Adjournment for Comments by Members of the Public 

It was raised that the bollards had still not been installed on the common. 

Councillor Herbert informed the meeting that a new Chief Executive, Sandra Dineen has been appointed South Norfolk Council. 
	 

	4
	Declaration of Members Interests

No interests were declared.
	

	5
	Formal Consideration of Matters Raised
The bollards on the common will be discussed under matters arising
	

	6
	Matters Arising

6.1
The Commons

Councillor Legg had been to see Mike Bentley who had subsequently sent an email apologising for the delay in completing the work to install the bollards as promised and explaining that the company he had wanted to use were not a registered supplier of South Norfolk Council. The process to get them approved had proved more problematic than expected but this was now resolved and the materials should be delivered within the next week. 

The clerk was asked to write back to Mike Bentley saying they hoped that this would be completed before the next meeting and explaining that residents are now beginning to lose faith in both the Parish Council and South Norfolk to deliver the promised improvements.

The promised provision of the speed signs was also raised and will be included in the letter to Mike Bentley.

Other issues on the commons were also raised at this point. The lack of maintenance on the Queen Elizabeth plantation is causing problems, as the grass has not been cut for the past couple of years. The verges have also not been cut and the seat by the Old School House is now inaccessible. 

The area which had been identified as a potential for a play area for teenagers was discussed. The clerk had informally spoken to Mike Bentley who thought there were better options as he felt that this area would be impractical due to the drainage issues. This should be discussed further the next commons meeting. 

There is another commons meeting due but it was reported that the wardens attend this but Mike Bentley does not. It was agreed that due to these problems Mike Bentley should be asked to attend the next meeting. There was a question raised as to whether the commons meeting is open to the public, no-one knew the answer to this question and the clerk will seek clarification. 

6.2
Village Sign

It was confirmed that the village sign had been commissioned by the church however those involved are no longer with us and therefore no-one can confirm whether the post goes to the ground or is set into the base. The Chairman will speak to Colin Booth to determine the best course of action.

6.3
Norfolk County Services
The two invoices for may and June have now been cancelled and an apology received from Norfolk County Services for the lack of service provided. It was however reported that again the grass had not been cut since before the last Parish Council meeting which is one month ago and the contract is for fortnightly cutting. The clerk now has the direct number to contact the grounds manager and will ring him immediately and request that the grass is cut and that the cuttings are removed as the grass is now so long.

6.4
The road width on the B1113

The clerk has asked Mike Allfrey to do a site visit however no response has yet been received. Councillor Herbert reported that Mulbarton Parish Council were having the hedges along this stretch of road cut back.
6.5
Footpath near The Old Rectory 

Graham Wray had spoken to Raz Woollacott about the right of way and had also obtained maps of the footpath, which were handed out to attendees. The footpath route has changed from where it originally used to be and discussion took place about the issues and it was agreed that any changes could create as many problems as it resolves. The Chairman said that until a legal pack arrives which has been requested nothing should be done however he would try to have an informal chat with the residents at the old rectory before the next meeting. 
	CJ

GL

CJ

GL

	7
	Local Government Review

The Chairman had attended a meeting at South Norfolk Council where they had outlined the unitary proposals. Their lead had been to argue against all options of unitary and try to maintain a status quo. Their reasons were given as a reduction in democratic representation for the public. No costings were available at this stage which makes it difficult to fully assess the arguments for each of the options. 

Whilst he remained unconvinced of the need for change he recognised that the Boundary Committee could not recommend a status quo and felt that the Parish Council should consider which of the three proposed options would be best. He felt having listened to arguments and reviewing the options that a unitary Norfolk offered the best solution for all the residents of Norfolk. 

The Parish Council discussed the position and it was agreed that the Parish Council would respond to the Boundary Committee saying that of the options offered for consultation that a Unitary Norfolk would be the preference of the Parish Council however the reduction in democratic representation was a concern especially for the smaller rural parishes. There is a lack of clarity of how Parish Councils could work under a unitary authority and they did not want to be amalgamated with larger parishes or grouped which would lead to a lack of focus on the needs of the people they currently represent.  The lack of visibility of costs was also a major concern these should have been available well before the closure of public consultation so that the need for unitary government could be understood. The diversion of skilled resource to work on creating unitary councils was also a major concern as the Parish Council feel that these resources could have been and could be used much better in the future to deliver services to the people they serve.  

The clerk will draft a response for agreement to be submitted before the deadline of 2
	CJ

	8
	Finance

8.1
Payments 

Adventure Playgrounds Ltd 
£10,000.00
payment was sent 22/08/08

Allianz



£207.16
premium for playground

C Jowett


£125.00
clerks salary august 2008
Norfolk County Services Ltd
£81.33

Monthly grounds Charge (July)

Adventure Playgrounds Ltd
£4339.75
balance of play area (to be sent on receipt of 






VAT reclaim)

Norfolk County Services Ltd
£81.33

Monthly grounds Charge (August)

8.2
Half Year Review
The clerk had prepared a financial review, which was handed out to attendees. The upgrade to the play area had been in part funded by grants however the Parish Council had made a substantial contribution amounting to £6277.16 including the additional insurance premium.

The second precept payment is due at the end of September and the remaining expected expenditure was reviewed. The balance is at an acceptable standard however any additional costs will be carefully managed.
	

	9
	Play Area

The grass cutting had been addressed in the earlier agenda item and no further issues were raised. The accounts were now authorised for full payment.
	

	10
	Planning Applications

Two applications had been received and were discussed.

2008/1659 

Location:
Post Office Stores, Main Road, Swardeston

Proposal:
Lowering of kerb to allow access to front of property, for off road parking area

The plan was discussed and the parish Council unanimously voted to support this application.

2008/1644
Location:
Land off, The Common, Swardeston

Proposal:
Proposed lowering of bank to provide access.

The plan was reviewed and discussion took place. Concerns were raised about the proximity of the proposed access to the field to a tight blind bend. After due consideration it was agreed to object to this application as it presents a risk to road users.

The sign on the B1113 for Phil Goodes bar was discussed, as it is believed there is no planning consent for this. It is misleading as the distance quoted is incorrect and the bar is closed. The sign is actually within Mulbarton Parish boundary therefore no further action was deemed necessary. 
	

	11
	Correspondence

10.1 A number of publications had been received and were taken to circulate. Other items had been covered during the meeting.
	

	12
	External Meetings

None   
	

	13
	Any Other Business
Joint Core Strategy for Broadland, Norwich and South Norfolk – Technical Consultation
The Chairman explained that the consultation document had been received which is a follow on from the Issues and options document which the Parish Council had contributed to in February 2008. 
He reported that no consideration had been given to water and drainage within the proposals. He explained that three options for increasing the number of home in South Norfolk were given and option 3 included the area described as Mangreen/Swardeston/Mulbarton/Swainsthorpe becoming a new town including school provision, business park. It was discussed and agreed that Mangreen was so close to Norwich that it would simply merge and become a suburb and a separate identity would be impossible to achieve. There is scepticism about how and where the additional jobs would come from and all agreed that the original objections are still valid. Therefore the Parish Council agreed to object to option 3 on the grounds already identified. The clerk will draft a response for agreement before being submitted prior to the deadline of 26th September.

The clerk informed the Parish Council of the latest plans on Gypsy& Travellers sites in Ketteringham, Wymondham and Earsham.

It was reported that about 60 tickets had been sold for the village event and that 100 tickets need to be sold to break even. An appeal was made for donations for prizes for the raffle.

It was reported that recently Anglian Water had attended a breakdown at the waterworks and had cut the bar to gain access after unsuccessfully being able to get access from a key holder. The bar needs to be re-instated and the clerk was asked to report this to Mike Bentley. 

There have been two break-ins recently one at Town Cottage and one at Bramley Oak; the clerk will ask the safer neighbourhood team to attend the next meeting.

The hedge in Browns Lane is falling into the road and is is believed to belong to gable End. The Chairman will speak to the owner.
	CJ

CJ
CJ

CJ

GL

	13
	Meeting Close

The meeting was closed at 9.20pm 
	

	Dates of Future Meetings- All will commence at 7.30pm
9th October 2008

13th November 2008

11th December 2008
Signed : 



	Geoff Loades
Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council 
The address for the Parish Council Website is http://www.eastspace.net/swardeston/home.asp



