	Swardeston Parish Council 

	Annual Parish Meeting Minutes

at Swardeston Village Hall, 

On Thursday 12th May 2011 at 7.30PM

	Present : 

Geoff Loades 


Ian Francis

Mrs Carole Jowett – Clerk

Liz Brown 


Claire Jay 

1 member of the public attended
Mark Wythe


David Rice


Cllr Nigel Legg 


Cllr Jon Herbert 

	1
	Welcome & Introductions

Mr Francis welcomed everyone to the meeting.

	2
	Minutes of Last Meeting 12th May 2010
The minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

	3
	Safer Neighbourhood Team Update

PCSO Darrin Sore gave an update on crime figures between 12th April 2011 and 12th May 2011. 

There had been no crimes reported and I call to the police about anti-social behaviour, which was noise at a public house on the previous evening. 

Mr Loades extended his thanks to PCSO for attending the litter pick recently. 

It was reported that gun shots had been heard recently which seemed to be coming from the coomon. There is a dug out type shelter in front of the gorse bushes and it looks as though someone has been using it for shooting. PCSO Sore agreed to investigate.

The new Homewatch scheme is now running smoothly where people can register to receive updates by telephone, text and email. It was thought that a new Homewatch scheme could be set up in Swardeston PCSO explained there is a new one being created in Cuckoofield Lane in Mulbaton/Bracon Ash. 

	4
	Footpaths and Rights of Way

The footpath issues have now been resolved and no complaints have been received. 

	5
	Play Area  

It was reported that the black matting around the play equipment is lifting and gaps are appearing. Rabbits have created holes in the play area that need to be backfilled quickly to prevent injuries. It was discussed that a pile of top soil needs to be made available to enable any holes to be quickly back filled, Mr Wythe and Mr Loades agreed to deal with this. 

A safety inspection is due to be done by Playsafety in June and this will highlight any further work needed. 

	6
	Open Forum

Road Issues

It was asked if the parish council deals with road issues. There are problems with potholes that have appeared at the junction of wood lane and Main Road. It was explained that the parish council do not deal with this but the clerk will report them to the highways department at County Council. 

Untidy gardens

A question was raised if the parish council could do anything about people who do not keep their gardens tidy. It is not something that can be addressed if the garden is in a privately owned house unless it is affecting the road or pathway. If there are rats or other health risks this should be reported to the district council. 

Diamond Jubilee

The diamond jubilee next year is an opportunity for the village to do something to commemorate the occasion. It was suggested that this could include improving the village sign. 

It was felt a separate group should work on the event and it was agreed that Mrs Brown and Mr Francis would start to work on this. An appeal for help will go into the newsletter.

It was reported that 2015 is the centenary of the death of Edith Cavell and there are already plans to commemorate this and if the village sign can be upgraded and improved there is the scope to have a grand opening for it.

Mr Hall said he had some memorabilia and offered to lend it for display. He also explained that Rev Cavell’s ordination certificate had been given to Rev McFadden for safe keeping but it seems to have gone missing. Efforts will be made to trace this so it can be brought back to the village. 

No other issues were raised and the Chairman closed the meeting at 20:15

	The next meeting will be 9th June 2011 commencing at 7.30pm
Signed : 



	Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council 
The address for the Parish Council Website is
http://www.parishcouncilinvolve.net/swardeston-parish-council/


