
	Swardeston Parish Council 

Minutes of the August 2011 Parish Council Meeting 

At the village hall, Swardeston
On Thursday 11th August 2011 at 7.30PM

Meeting 8/2011

	Present: 









Geoff Loades 



Mark Wythe 


David Rice





Liz Brown



Claire Jay 






Cllr Nigel Legg



Carole Jowett – Clerk



David Edwards (tree warden) attended for agenda item 7 - no other members of the public attended.

	1
	To consider apologies for absence

Ian Francis, Victoria Goff and Cllr Jon Herbert had all sent their apologies due to family holiday commitments.
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

There were no declarations of interest.
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports

Public Participation
The clerk raised an issue on behalf of a member of the public. The issue was about dog 
fouling on the common. This was recognised as an issue and it was agreed that Mr Wythe would post a new style poster on Low Common asking people to clear up after their pets. The clerk will obtain additional posters to display in the play area and other locations where problems occur.
District Councillor Update
There were no major issues to report from the District Council, no further major developments have been put forward and recently the planning committee had rejected the application at Costessey. 
	CJ

	4
	To confirm minutes of meeting held on 14th July 2011 

The minutes of the July meeting were reviewed, agreed and signed by the Vice Chairman.
	

	5
	To receive update on matters arising from July meeting
The clerk reported that Nigel Bailey is not going to use the newsletter to canvass for the gathering of information on volunteering for the Neighbourhood Board and is going to visit all households in the village. 

The clerk has responded to Norfolk County Council that the Parish Council did not want any street lighting at Roadside Nurseries. 
	

	6
	To consider and comment on the waste and minerals site specific allocations development plan documents: further revised issues and options

Mr Rice had reviewed the consultation document for the minerals and waste site allocations development plan document, revised further issues and options. He and reported that of 14 sites for waste considered 11 had been rejected. Of the 3 allowed sites the nearest one is at Costessey, one at Bracon Ash had been rejected. There are 3 minerals sites in close proximity, 2 in Swardeston and 1 at Swainsthorpe although they all join together in the Mangreen area and the next nearest is at Stoke Holy Cross. It was agreed that Mr Rice had completed the response form and the clerk will respond to the consultation agreeing with the proposals.
PCSO Darrin Sore had arrived at the meeting, he apologised for having missed the last two meetings and reported that there had been no reported crimes within the village in the past month and there had been no call to the police about anti social or nuisance behaviour.
	CJ

	7
	To consider and agree requirements for tree planting week
Mr Edwards had forwarded the letter from South Norfolk Council offering free trees and hedging to tree wardens for planting in tree week. 


The Parish Council reviewed the information and it was suggested that a hedge running down the side of the play area would be useful to provide a barrier to prevent children running into the road. Fencing had been looked at in the past but was too expensive. After discussion it was agreed that hedging consisting of Dogwood, Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Spindle, Hazel, Hornbeam and Wayfaring tree should be ordered. Mr Edwards will measure the length required and complete the form. 


The reasons for requiring the hedging would be to screen the play area from the road, to provide a safety barrier for children and pets.


It was agreed that a 3-metre gap (approximately) would be left to enable the grass cutting equipment to access the site and also to enable a good open view for motorists to see any children approaching the roadside. 


It was also agreed that three silver birch trees would be ordered to plant at the top corner of the play area to provide some dappled shade. 


It will be necessary to seek agreement from the Watkinson family and also from the South Norfolk ranger before the form can be submitted and before any planting can take place. 


Volunteers will be needed to help to plant the trees and hedging, notices will be displayed on the notice boards.


It was also reported that there are some diseased trees in the Queen Elizabeth area on the common and also a dead tree near the cattery that need removing. Mr Edwards will ask the ranger to address this. 
	DE

GL

	8
	Finance

8.1
To review and agree financial statement to 11th August 2011 
The clerk provided copies of the bank reconciliation showing all receipts and payments together with a summary of the accounts to date. These accounts were reviewed and agreed.

8.2

To review and adopt financial regulations

The draft was reviewed and it was agreed to change the value of the tender for contracts to £25k from £50k. The financial regulations were agreed subject to the changes and the clerk will amend the document and it will be signed at the September meeting. 
8.3

To review the annual risk assessment

The risk assessment was reviewed and agreed but it was recognised that there is no current asset register and this will be prepared by the clerk and presented at the next meeting. 
8.4
To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget

 
Chq no 344
£85.46
Norse commercial svces
Grounds maintenance


Chq no 345
£54.00
HMRC

PAYE


Chq no 346
£81.00
C Jowett


Clerk’s salary

The payments were agreed but there was only one signatory available therefore it was agreed that an additional cheque should be signed to pay the clerk the £54.00 to pay HMRC electronically to avoid any interest being charged for late payment. It was discussed and agreed that the clerk will look into an alternative payment method for paying HMRC that will avoid the risk of late payment. 

The cheques were agreed and signed.
	CJ

CJ

	9
	To consider correspondence received 

The items received between 15th July 2011 and 11th August 2011 were:

Date

Item

From

Information

28/07/11

Volunteer request from NRCC to monitor The Big Book of Games

NRCC

30/07/11
Planning application 2011/0864 

Conversion of coach house to annexe for elderly relative – approved with conditions
SNDC
July 2011

The Playing Field newsletter

NPFA

Decision
July 2011
Election of Executive Committee NALC
NALC
28/07/11

Volunteer request from NRCC to monitor The Big Book of Games

NRCC

11/08/11

Amnesty days for hazardous waste calendar

SNDC

The nomination form for the election of the NALC Executive Committee was reviewed and it was agreed that no return would be made. 

Mr Loades had reviewed the RoSPA report for the play area and no action was necessary. The highest risk was the overhead ladder and rings, which had been reported as a medium risk however this was recognised as having strong development value.

Mr Loades raised the issue of the phone box in Wood lane and said that some telephone boxes had been bought by parishes for £1 and turned into other features. He wondered if doing this in Swardeston could create an additional notice board at the far side of Main Road. 

The clerk said that BT had identified low use telephone boxes and approached councils to adopt them as they were going to be decommissioned. She reminded councillors that when BT had been asked to remove the telephone box in Main Road recently they had refused to do so. 

Mr Loades said that as the telephone service had not worked for in excess of 4 years this should be reconsidered. The clerk will approach BT again to see if the situation can be moved on.


	CJ

	10
	To confirm the next meeting to be held on Thursday 8th September 2011 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall 
The meeting was closed at 20:58
	

	Signed: 

Mr I Francis
Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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