
	 Swardeston Parish Council
Minutes of the November 2011 Parish Council Meeting 

At the village hall, Swardeston
On Thursday 10th November 2011 at 7.30PM

Meeting 11/2011

	Present: 









Geoff Loades 



David Rice


Liz Brown

Claire Jay 



Victoria Goff 




Cllr Nigel Legg



Cllr Jon Herbert


Carole Jowett – Clerk



1 member of the public attended.

	1
	To consider apologies for absence

Mark Wythe, and Ian Francis had sent their apologies.
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

There were no declarations of interest. 
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports

Public Participation
A member of the public had attended on behalf of a relative to raise concerns about the planning application for 1 Cavell Close and the effect it would have on the adjacent property. The concerns included the size of the extension and the proximity of the new sidewall to the neighbouring property’s lounge and that this would restrict daylight into the living room. There was also a concern raised about a rowan tree on the neighbouring property’s driveway and the building of an extension of this size could damage the roots.

District Council update

The major issue was the site-specific allocation consultation. 

There had been a meeting of the neighbourhood board but there had not been a change to the priorities previously agreed for the police. It had been reported that Hethersett High School would like to extend into providing year 11 and 12 education in the future. 

County Council update

The proposed incinerator at King’s Lynn has been put on hold by the government due to the amount of public objections. It was asked what the county council are would do about waste management if Saddlebow is not permitted. It is believed that it may still be pushed through but nothing is certain at present.

There is a Mangreen quarry liaison meeting on 28th November 2011; the clerk had sent the notification to all Parish Councillors.

The budget process had begun for the coming year and there will be no increase to council tax by the county council and it is expected that the district council will also freeze council tax. 

Safer Neighbourhood Team update
PCSO Darrin Sore attended the meeting and provided an update on crime since the last meeting. 

Between 13th October and 9th November there had been 3 crimes reported in Swardeston, 2 of which were domestic and 1 burglary other than dwelling. This had been the theft of golf clubs from an unsecured shed and could have been taken anytime in the past 3 months. 

There had been no calls to the police for anti social or nuisance behaviour. 

PCSO Sore explained that in January there would be a new shift arrangement. There would be more response officers based locally in Wymondham and this will free up more time for PCSOs to be in the community. He said he would be taking on responsibility for East Carleton, Ketteringham Keswick and Intwood in the new year.

Mr Loades asked if there was anything that the residents could do to help the police but PCSO Sore said that Swardeston has a low crime rate and no action was necessary from members of the public. Mulbarton has a larger issue particularly with vehicle crime. 

PCSO Sore asked if the Parish Council would be interested in rolling out another no cold calling zone or a neighbourhood watch scheme. This was something raised in the past and it was agreed that PCSO Sore will investigate which areas could be considered by trading standards and he will investigate homewatch schemes.

Mr Loades raised the issue of the 300 saplings for the new hedge as they were being delivered the day before they were due to be planted and whether they could be kept safe, it was agreed that they would be a relatively small bundle, which could easily be kept secure.
	

	4
	To confirm minutes of meeting held on 13th October 2011 

The minutes of the October meeting were reviewed, agreed and signed by the Vice Chairman.
	

	5
	To receive update on matters arising from the October meeting
It was agreed that the meetings would continue to be held on the second Thursday of each month. 
	

	6
	To consider the draft charging schedule for the community infrastructure levy and agree any response to the consultation
Mr Rice had reviewed the documentation and said that there was a massive supposition that all of the projected number of houses would be built and could not understand how this money could be relied upon as there was no guarantee on the number of houses to be built. He said that he believed that this tax would slow down the housing market as it would inevitable lead to an increase in the cost of housing.

If there is less building there will be less money and at the moment there is an increase in planning applications for large developments to try to avoid the community infrastructure levy.

It was clarified by Cllr Herbert that new housing needs new infrastructure and the tax would be levied immediately after planning permission had been granted to support the provision of infrastructure. It was expected that 5% would go to the parish where the development was taking place for local initiatives. It was not expected that the levy would go onto the price of houses but come from the price of the land. 

Each question was reviewed and answered and the clerk was asked to submit the parish council’s response. 
	CJ

	7
	To consider the draft management plan for Swardeston Common and agree any feedback to the Norwich Fringe Project

Members agreed that this was a good document and asked the clerk to forward a copy to the tree warden. There were no suggested changes to the plan.

Mr Loades suggested about funding for The Norwich Fringe Project and suggested that a further donation be made of £160 the same as last year, Mrs Brown seconded the proposal and it was unanimously agreed.
	

	8
	To consider and agree any comments on planning application 2011/1643

Location - 1 Cavell Close, Swardeston
Proposal - Replacement porch. New extension. New conservatory
The Parish Council had received a letter from the resident of the adjacent property outlining concerns about this planning application. The concerns made were that the wall of the extension would be very near (9ft) to the lounge windows of the lounge of the neighbouring property which would mean that the outlook of this home would be onto an expanse of brick wall. It would reduce daylight as it is south facing. 

The Parish Council agreed after discussion, that in principal it had no objection to an extension but the plans submitted would because of the increased elevation significantly reduce natural light to the adjacent property particularly due to the south facing aspect. 
	

	9
	To sign the agreed contract of employment for the clerk

The contract was reviewed and signed by the vice chairman and the clerk.
	

	10
	Finance

10.1
To review and agree financial statement to 10th November 2011 
The clerk provided copies of the bank reconciliation showing all receipts and payments together with a summary of the accounts to date. These accounts were reviewed and agreed.

10.2
To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget

 

Chq no 359
£85.46

Norse commercial svces
Grounds maintenance

Chq no 360
£54.00

HMRC



PAYE



Chq no 361
£81.00

C Jowett


Clerk’s salary



Chq no 362
£345.00
NPTP



Training

The payments were agreed. The clerk informed the meeting that the budget and precept would need to be done at the December meeting.
	

	12
	To consider correspondence received 

The items received between 14th October 2011 and 10th November 2011 were:

Date

Item

From

Information

Oct 11

Norfolk Link

NALC

Oct 11

Signpost 

NRCC

Oct 11

Parish Matters

Came & Company

Oct 11

Clerks and Councillors direct

Oct 11
Funding opportunity – recycling
NCC
Oct 11

Election result of the executive committee of Norfolk ALC

NALC


	

	12
	To confirm the next meeting to be held on Thursday 8th December 2011 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall
The clerk was asked to find out when the highways rangers are coming to the village as this is now overdue.

The hedge planting is scheduled for 26th November and the clerk was asked to check with the tree warden if he is happy with the arrangements. 

The meeting was closed at 21:07
	

	Signed: Mr I Francis

Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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