	Swardeston Parish Council
Minutes of the January 2012 Parish Council Meeting

At the village hall, Swardeston
On Thursday 12th January 2012 at 7.45PM

Meeting 1/2012

	Present: 









Ian Francis 



Liz Brown

David Rice 



Geoff Loades 




Victoria Goff 



Carole Jowett – Clerk



0 members of the public attended.

	1
	To consider apologies for absence

Claire Jay, Mark Wythe and Cllr Nigel Legg had sent their apologies.
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

There were no declarations of interest 
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports

Safer Neighbourhood Team update
PCSO Darrin Sore said that there had not been any crimes reported between 12th January 2012 and 9th February 2012 and there had not been any calls to the police about anti social or nuisance behaviour. 
PCSO Sore said that the no cold calling zone for Wood Lane was moving forward and that trading standards need to find a post to install the sign. A post had been identified however it was not known who owned it and it was leaning and would need to be straightened and he asked if the parish council would fund this. It was agreed he would look into the ownership of the sign and if there were any difficulty he would contact the clerk. 
	

	4
	To confirm minutes of meeting held on 9th January 2012 

The minutes of the January meeting were reviewed, agreed and signed by the Chairman.
	

	5
	To receive update on matters arising from the January meeting
Concerns were raised about the cuts in funding and any potential impact on The Norwich Fringe Project, the clerk will ask if there are likely to be any shortfall in funding this year. 

The clerk updated the parish council on the neighbourhood boards and how they are changing. 

The issue with the number of signs in the village is still ongoing.

The Chairman agreed to secure some quotes to control the rabbit population on the common and once these have been obtained the parish council would approach the district council to seek their financial support. 

The clerk reported that Norse had responded to the request to do the additional cutting on the common every other month to keep the cost down however they would not agree to this proposal as the two monthly work would take twice as long. A revised additional cost of £50 had been offered and the parish council unanimously agreed this, the clerk will confirm this with Norse. 
	CJ

CJ

	6
	To consider and agree action on footpath provision in Main Road 

A resident had contacted the parish council to ask if the footpath along the B1113 to Wood lane could be extended to include the last houses in the village. The request was discussed and it was agreed that given the lack of funding for essential maintenance on the highways meant it was unlikely Norfolk County Council would undertake new work such as this. The clerk provided photographs of the road and it was noted that there is a very narrow footpath at the other side of the road and it was agreed the clerk would explore the possibility of this being widened by highways. 
	CJ



	7
	To consider additional site submitted for consideration to the Site Specific Policies and Allocations DPD
The additional site was reviewed and discussed, it was agreed that the site is disproportionate for such a small village and would change its character. The parish council is not against growth but would want to see development proportionate and sustainable. It was agreed that access would be problematic as Main Road and Harford Bridge are already heavily used. 
	

	8
	To consider issues with signs on roads and pavements and agree any action.

This had been reviewed in matters arising.
	

	9
	To receive update on The Queens Diamond Jubilee celebrations and agree any action

There had been a meeting at the village hall to discuss celebrations for the village. Mrs Brown handed a toolkit round and reported that she had attended a workshop at South Norfolk Council, which she had found very useful. 
The village hall is not available on the Saturday or Sunday of the jubilee weekend and therefore an event will take place on Monday 4th June 2012. A small grant of £200 is available to help towards the cost of the event. A coffee morning is planned to raise funds on 17th March 2012at the village hall and it was agreed that Swardeston Post would be used to publicise the jubilee event. Flags and other items would be ordered for the event and it was planned that there would be a variety of activities commencing at 2pm and attendees would be encouraged to wear red white and/or blue. Mrs Brown said that there had already been a donation of £50 received.  

The next event meeting would take place at Mrs Brown’s house on 20th February 2012.  
	

	10
	To agree to adopt the draft complaints procedure

The clerk explained that the reason the clerk is required to leave the meeting with a complainant is that the complaint would be about the administration of the council and as the clerk would have dealt with any issue resulting in such a complaint it would be appropriate for them to leave the room for the parish council to consider the issue. 

The complaints procedure was therefore agreed and adopted with immediate effect.
	

	11
	Finance

11.1
To review and agree financial statement to 9th February 2012



The clerk provided copies of the bank reconciliation showing all receipts and payments 


together with a summary of the accounts to date. These accounts were reviewed and 


agreed.

11.2
To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget

 
Chq no 370
£54.00

HMRC


PAYE


Chq no 371
£81.00

C Jowett

Clerk’s salary


The payments were agreed.
	

	12
	To consider correspondence received 

There had been no significant items of correspondence received not otherwise on the agenda between 13th January 2012 and 9th February 2012.
	

	12
	To confirm the next meeting to be held on Thursday 8th March 2012 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall
The meeting was closed at 20:55
	

	Signed: Mr I Francis

Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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