
	Swardeston Parish Council
Minutes of the January 2012 Parish Council Meeting

At the village hall, Swardeston
On Thursday 12th January 2012 at 7.45PM

Meeting 1/2012

	Present: 









Ian Francis 



Liz Brown

Claire Jay 



Geoff Loades 




Cllr Nigel Legg



Carole Jowett – Clerk



0 members of the public attended.

	1
	To consider apologies for absence

Victoria Goff, David Rice and Mark Wythe had sent their apologies.
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

There were no declarations of interest 
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports

Safer Neighbourhood Team update
PCSO Darrin Sore said that there had not been any crimes reported between 8th December 2011 and 12th January 2012 and there had not been any calls to the police about anti social or nuisance behaviour. 
Mr Loades asked the PCSO about the temporary closure of Short lane and the diversion arrangements, as Brownes Lane is unsuitable for heavy goods vehicles. PCSO Sore said that this was not a police matter and the clerk was asked to find out from Norfolk County Council what the diversion arrangements would be. 

PCSO Sore updated the Parish Council on the cold calling zone for Wood Lane, he said that he had done all his canvassing work and had now passed it to trading standards at the county council.

He said that the new policing model was now in operation and there was a response base at Wymondham with police officers based there rather than Thetford. This would enable the safer neighbourhood teams to get out into the community more.
District Council update

Councillor Nigel Legg gave an update from the district council and said that there had been a large number of major planning applications received although none were in Swardeston. He said that there were also issues with existing new builds, which had become unmortgageable.

The district council will be setting the council tax for 2012- 2013 in the next few weeks. 

From April occupation therapy assessments will be passed from the county council to the district council. 

The volunteering project that Nigel Bailey the neighbourhood officer had been running had received an amazing response and the information gathered was being collated. The next step would be to have an open event at the day care centre.

Councillor Legg said he would be chairing the neighbourhood board on behalf of Councillor Herbert for 3 months. He reported that there would be some small grants to be given by the board before the end of the financial year.
	CJ

	4
	To confirm minutes of meeting held on 8th December 2011 

The minutes of the December meeting were reviewed, agreed and signed by the Chairman.
	

	5
	To receive update on matters arising from the December meeting
The issue of barriers in front of the side doors of the village hall had been passed on to the village hall committee and it had confirmed that public liability insurance is in place for the village hall and that an investigation would take place to determine if barriers should be installed. 
	

	6
	To consider issues raised about signs on roads and pavements and agree any action

A resident had contacted the parish council to complain about the number of signs in the village. The issue was discussed and whilst the parish council had no powers to deal with this issue it was agreed to seek advice from both the district and county councils to determine if anything could be done. 

The clerk was asked to give an interim update to the resident on the action agreed and include the subject on the February meeting agenda once the required information had been received.
	CJ

	7
	To discuss and agree to action to control rabbit population on the common

The rabbit population was not a concern at the present time however it was agreed that this needed to be controlled. It was agreed that the chairman would approach a local man to address the issue 
	

	8
	To discuss and agree additional grass cutting around the new hedge on the Norse contract

The additional cost of £76.00 for the additional grass cutting around the new hedge was discussed. It was suggested that perhaps if this was done every other cut this could halve the cost. The clerk was asked to approach Norse and ask if this could be done but if not it was unanimously agreed to pay the extra £76.00 per year for the additional work.
	CJ

	9
	To consider and agree any comments on planning applications

2012/0017
Location – 18 Cavell Close, Swardeston, Norwich NR14 8DH

Proposal – Extension to garage and first floor extension to provide bedroom and ensuite bathroom
The application was reviewed and discussed and there were no objections raised. 
	

	10
	To agree to adopt the draft complaints procedure

The procedure was discussed and concerns were raised about paragraph 14 where the clerk would be required to leave the room along with the complainant. The reason for the point was not understood and as the procedure was based on the model provided by the Norfolk Association for Local Councils the clerk was asked to question the reason for this. 

The procedure would be reconsidered at the next meeting in February.
	CJ

	11
	Finance

11.1
To review and agree financial statement to 12th January 2012



The clerk provided copies of the bank reconciliation showing all receipts and payments 


together with a summary of the accounts to date. These accounts were reviewed and 


agreed.

11.2
To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget

 

Chq no 367
£54.00

HMRC


PAYE



Chq no 368
£81.00

C Jowett

Clerk’s salary



Chq no 369
£160.00
Swardeston PCC
Donation to church


The payments were agreed.
	

	12
	To consider correspondence received 

The items received between 8th December 2011 and 12th January 2012 were:

Date

Item

From

Information

December 11

Invitation to discuss the police budget for 2012/2013

NPA

December 11

Planning explained booklet

CPRE

December 11

Norfolk gritting routes

NCC

December 11

Norfolk Link Extra – Christmas 2011

NALC

December 11

Scheme of officer delegation for determining planning applications

SNDC

December 11

Signpost – December 2011 newsletter

NRCC

December 11

Clerks & Councils direct – newsletter & year book

December 11

Planning application 2011/1827 – Roadside Nurseries variation of planning permission 2011/0241 – approved

SNDC

The Chairman reported that the bowls club had approached him to ask if there was any funding available for a self propelled aerator and various grant providers were suggested, the clerk would provide some ideas to the committee.

It was raised that the work listed for the highways rangers had never been done and the clerk was asked to raise this with them.
	CJ

	12
	To confirm the next meeting to be held on Thursday 9th February 2012 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall
Mrs Brown said she had been asked if the parish council was considering doing something for the Queens Diamond Jubilee. Options were discussed and it was agreed to put this on the next meeting agenda.

To consider issues with signs on roads and pavements and agree any action.

To agree to adopt the draft complaints procedure.
The meeting was closed at 20:55
	

	Signed: Mr I Francis

Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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