	Swardeston Parish Council

Minutes of the August 2012 Parish Council Meeting

at the village hall, Swardeston

On Thursday 9th August 2012 at 7.30PM

Meeting 8/2012

	Present: 











Geoff Loades 



David Rice 






Victoria Goff



Liz Brown 

Carole Jowett – Clerk






1 member of the public attended.

	1
	To consider apologies for absence

Ian Francis Mark Wythe and Claire Jay had sent their apologies. Councillor Nigel Legg had also sent his apologies.
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

There were no declarations of interest.
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports

Safer Neighbourhood Team update

PCSO Sore reported that there had been an attempted break in at a house on the common at 12:30 on 8th August 2012. The householder had disturbed a man trying to force entry who then escaped in a burgundy car. 

He said that he had done a lot of canvassing on setting up four Homewatch groups in a number of locations around the village. The areas were Wood Lane, Intwood Lane, The Common reaching as far as Low Common and The Drift in one direction and Brownes Lane in the other direction. He said that there were a number of existing signs and he would clean and reposition and reuse where possible. There was a chance that one new sign might be needed and the cost of this falls to the group members and PCSO Sore asked the Parish Council if it would consider reimbursing this cost of the expected to be £20. This was unanimously agreed. 

Public Participation
No issues were raised. 
	

	4
	To confirm minutes and review matters arising from the meeting held on 12th July 2012 

The minutes of the June meeting were reviewed, agreed and signed by the Chairman.

The clerk had circulated the Anglian Water policy on development within 400 metres of sewage treatment plants.

The clerk had written to Tim Horspole raising concerns about the site specific allocations process and a response had been received. 

The resident at Peartree cottage had been written to.
	

	5


	To discuss and agree support for the milestone maintenance initiative

All of the milestone markers in Norfolk have been cleaned and painted recently by a volunteer who has asked for local villages to adopt them and keep them well maintained and the grass and weeds cut around them. 

The resident of the Old Post office agreed to do this.
	

	6
	To discuss and agree the future of the “Swardeston Live” committee
It was reported that the group had registered as a charity and therefore could not continue as a committee of the Parish Council. It was unanimously agreed to dissolve the committee with immediate effect. 
	

	7
	To consider progress and further action for the provision of a recreation area on The Common for older children

This issue had been sent to Renata Garfoot who would look into what could be done to take this forward. The byelaws would need to be looked at and then the key stakeholders consulted. This would be taken forward through the commons meetings. 

The area required was to be determined but it was suggested that the area at the lower end of the common adjacent to the cricket nets might be a better solution. 

The clerk will forward the additional suggestions to South Norfolk. 
	CJ

	8
	To discuss the clearance and upkeep of the pavements in the village 
The clerk had discussed the pavements with the highways engineer and he had said that they would side out the pavements in Swardeston in mid September. 
It was agreed that an article needed to be included in the next newsletter asking residents to keep the pavements and road signs clear of overhanging trees and shrubs.
	IF

	9
	To consider and agree the next steps for the site specific allocations consultation
The consultation document had only been received that day and it was unanimously agreed that the clerk would sent this round for consideration at the next meeting as the consultation rand until 5th October 2012. 

Mr Loades said that the Campaign for the Protection of Rural England was asking parishes to campaign against the level of housing imposed in the Norwich Policy Area. 
	

	10
	To consider and agree a grant policy

The clerk explained that Parish Council could act within their powers and if they wanted to donate money to things were outside their powers they could use Section 137 although there was a cap on this. She explained the Power of General Competence that was now available to councils to adopt and also the qualifying criteria. 

The Parish Council has not considered grants and donations, as a matter of course however there was no set criteria for when it would or would not donate. Recently a grant had been given to the jubilee event but it was transparent as to what considerations had been made. 

A draft policy had been circulated for consideration but given the background discussed at the meeting it was agreed more thought needed to go into the policy, which would be taken to the September meeting to allow members to consider what they wanted to include. 
	

	11
	To discuss and agree comments on planning applications

 11.1
2012/1375
Location
The Old Post Office, Main Road, Swardeston NR14 8AD
Proposal
Alteration to existing single storey extension. Addition of single storey “boot room/breakfast room/study” to rear of property
The plans were discussed and the applicant explained what changes were planned. The intention was to retain the post box and was also happy and keen to have the Parish Council notice board on the property to add to its character. It was agreed that the Parish Council would support the application. 
11.2

2012/1227
Location
Land east of second bungalow, Roadside Nurseries, Main Road, 


Swardeston NR14 8DN
Proposal
Erection of 3 dwellings, garages and ancillary works

The plans were reviewed and considered. The Parish Council agreed that this development was essentially a consolidation of the existing development in this location and should count towards the allocation of 15 to 20 homes in the Joint Core Strategy. 

Concerns were raised about the possibility of a hedgerow being removed by the developers of the first phase of houses. It was not known if this was an ancient hedgerow, which would be protected. The clerk was asked to ascertain whether this was an ancient hedgerow and what could be done to protect it from destruction as part of the new housing developed preferring wooden fencing panels at the end of their gardens. 
	CJ

	12
	Finance

12.1

To review and agree financial statement to 9th August 2012

The accounts to date were reviewed and agreed.
12.2

To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget


Chq no 397
£95.61

NCS

Grounds monthly chg




Chq no 398
£108.00
C Jowett
Clerk’s salary




Chq no 399
£27.00

HMRC

PAYE




Chq no 400
£90.00

Playsafety
Annual inspection


Chq no 441
£17.68

NCS

Annual report print cost

The cheques were reviewed, agreed and signed. 

Concerns were raised about the lack of grass cutting throughout the summer and that the contract was for a fortnightly service. The grass had been cut that day but it had been 5 weeks since the last cut. This had left a very large amount of loose cut grass on the surface and posed a health hazard for children using the play area. The clerk was asked to contact Norse and ask for a reduction of one month of the annual charge. 
	CJ

	13
	To consider correspondence received 13/07/12 – 09/08/12

Date

Item

From

26 July 2012

Response on the process for the selection of sites in the site-specific allocations consultation

South Norfolk Council

July 2012

Request for funding 

Citizens Advice Bureau

August 2012

Play area safety inspection report

Playsafety Ltd

August 2012

Community Infrastructure Levy for Broadland, Norwich and South Norfolk – modification schedules

GNDP

The annual inspection of the play area had raised issues with the matting under several of the items of play equipment. A budget needs to be set for next year to address this to avoid further deterioration. Ms Goff took the report to consider the work needed. 

Mr Rice said that there was two estate agents signs on The Common and should not be there but placed on the householders land. The clerk will flag this to Renata Garfoot.
	CJ

	14
	To confirm and agree agenda items for the next meeting to be held on Thursday 13th September 2012 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall

Items for next meeting:

The response to the Joint Core Strategy consultation 
Grant awarding policy
The meeting was closed at 21:05
	

	Signed: Mr I Francis

Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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