	Swardeston Parish Council

Minutes of the December 2012 Parish Council Meeting

at the village hall, Swardeston

On Thursday 6th December 2012 at 7.30PM

Meeting 12/2012

	Present: 











Ian Francis 



Geoff Loades 




Liz Brown 



Claire Jay 





David Rice 



Victoria Goff





Carole Jowett – Clerk


District Councillor Nigel Legg


Nigel Bailey, Neighbourhood Officer from South Norfolk Council



0 members of the public attended.

	1
	To consider apologies for absence

Mr Wythe had sent his apologies.
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

There were no interests declared.  
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports

Safer Neighbourhood Team update

PCSO Sore reported that there had been no crimes recorded and no calls to the police regarding anti-social behaviour or noise nuisance. 

He gave an update on the introduction of home watch schemes, The old sign had been removed from the B1113 as it had been facing away from the village and it had been repositioned to face into Brownes Lane. He reported that the sign at the top of Wood Lane had been defaced and could not be restored; he asked the Parish Council if it would consider a donation of £20 to replace this. Mr Loades proposed that this be agreed and Mr Francis seconded the proposal, it was unanimously agreed. 
	

	4
	To confirm minutes and review matters arising from the meeting held on 8th November 2012 

The minutes of the November meeting were reviewed, agreed and signed.

It was reported that the grass had since been cut in the play area although no response had been received from Norse.
	

	5


	To consider any progress and agree further action for the provision of a recreation area on The Common for older children

Ms Goff said that Joy Playgrounds had provided a presentation, which had been circulated in advance of the meeting, illustrating some ideas for upgrading the play equipment to make it more appealing and some ideas for new items to compliment and revitalise the existing items already on site. 

Mr Bailey explained that once the Parish Council decided on what it wanted to do it should go out to public consultation. He suggested that using the local school would be a good idea and the district council could help with this. He gave an overview on funding available through the district council but added that there are other sources of funding available. In many cases of grants being awarded the parish council would be expected to make a contribution although this was not always a monetary obligation, it could for example be volunteers’ time. 

Mr Loades reminded councillors that when funding had been secured from WREN for the previous upgrade they had commented that it was a shame that there was nothing in the scheme for older children. He had concerns that by upgrading the existing equipment it would not address older children’s needs. 

Mr Bailey said there were other options for older children and that portable equipment could be loaned, Hethersett was getting a number of items that could potentially be used. 

A question was raised about the potential to improve the drainage of the area between the pond and the bowling green. The bowling club had made similar improvements to the ground and a precedent had been set. Concerns that some residents were happy with current arrangement s but may object to a scheme for older children. 

Other potential consultation opportunities were identified as the music group, Mulbarton Scouts, Mulbarton gymnastics club. 

Funding amounts available were from £2 – 5k from the neighbourhood grant, from £10 - @100k capital grants and a variety of other sources of funding were identifiable through grant finder.

The next actions were agreed

· To ask Joy Playgrounds to attend the next meeting

· To approach Mrs Watkinson and seek her agreement to improving the play area

· A further management committee meeting would be useful at this stage, the clerk will ask Renata Garfoot if this could be arranged. 
	VG

IF

CJ 



	6
	To discuss and agree an autumn litter pick

As the autumn was at an end it was agreed that it was too late and that the spring litter pick would go ahead as usual. 
	

	7
	Finance

7.1
To review and agree financial statement to 6th December 2012


The accounts were reviewed and agreed. 
7.2 To consider maintenance spend on the play area. 

£300 had been budgeted for the past year and not spent it was suggested that this could be ring fenced for this purpose and carried forward into next year. 

7.3 To consider the budget requirements for 2013-14

Cllr Legg explained the changes to council tax benefit, which would be replaced by a council tax support scheme agreed locally by the district council which would lead to a 10% reduction in grants to the district council. The impact on local councils is not yet certain. 

Due to these changes, the precept could still not be set until early January due to the changes in the localism act affecting council tax support and changes to council tax legislation, which affect the setting of the council tax base by the district council. This will be on the next agenda.

7.4 To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget


Chq no 415
£108.00
C Jowett
Clerks salary


Chq no 416
£27.00

HMRC

PAYE


Chq no 417
£120.00
Swardeston 
Room hire 







Village Hall


Chq no 418
£160.00
Swardeston 
Donation for burial ground







PCC

The payments were agreed and cheques signed. 
	

	
	Update from the Neighbourhood Officer

Nigel Bailey explained the Your Neighbourhood Your Choice initiative. The new homes bonus for the current year was £570k and the neighbourhood boards had been given funding from this to deliver service enhancements determined by local people. 

This year the Northern Rivers Valley Board that covers the Swardeston area had been allocated £170k of which the district council had allocated £120k but £50k had been left to the board to determine how it should be used. He informed the meeting of the initiatives that would receive funding this year and said that next there would be £250k available. 

The next Neighbourhood Board meeting would take place on 6th March 2013 and would take place in Swardeston village hall.

The purchase of SAM machines was one of the initiatives and this was available to villages to use to record speeding traffic to inform police of “hot spots’ for active road policing. Volunteer forms were distributed with reply paid envelopes to return them. There would need to be a risk assessment done by Norfolk County Council of sites that people wanted to use. 

A road crossing on Main Road could be an example of an initiative to put forward for solutions through the neighbourhood board. 
	

	10
	To consider correspondence received 11/10/12 – 8/11/12

The winter gritting routes had been received. 
An invitation to the consultation on 17th January 2013 by the new Police and Crime Commissioner for the precept for the Police

Notification from the highway rangers of their impending visit. It was highlighted that there was a hanging branch in one of the trees in Wood Lane. 
	

	11
	To confirm and agree agenda items for the next meeting to be held on Thursday 10th January 2013 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall

Items for next meeting:

To agree the budget and set the parish council precept for 2013-2014 

To consider any progress and agree further action for the provision of a recreation area on The Common for older children
To consider and agree to the set up funding for a community group
The meeting was closed at 20:45
	

	Signed: Mr I Francis

Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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