	Swardeston Parish Council

Minutes of the November 2012 Parish Council Meeting

at the village hall, Swardeston

On Thursday 8th November 2012 at 7.30PM

Meeting 11/2012

	Present: 











Ian Francis 



Mark Wythe 

Liz Brown 



Claire Jay 





David Rice 



Victoria Goff





Carole Jowett – Clerk


District Councillor Nigel Legg





0 members of the public attended.



	1
	To consider apologies for absence

Mr Loades had sent his apologies.
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

All councillors disclosed a personal interest in item 9.3 on the agenda, to consider budget requirements for 2013-14, under the new code of conduct. 

All councillors completed an application for dispensation form to allow the item to be discussed. 

It was unanimously agreed that the dispensation for all councillors be approved and dispensation was granted. 

It was unanimously agreed that the dispensation dealing with budget and precept issues would remain in force until the next parish council election in May 2015.  
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports

District Councillor report
Councillor Legg reported that there was no scientific or legal reason to exclude the site put forward by the Parish Council for inclusion in the development boundary due to the Anglian Water policy of objecting to any development within a 400m radius of sewage works. After discussion it was agreed that no further action should be taken on the exclusion of this site by South Norfolk Council as an allocated site and the development boundary.

Safer Neighbourhood Team update

PCSO Sore reported that there had been 1 crime where approximately £300 in cash had been stolen from the opposing team dressing rooms at the rugby club the previous weekend. There had been no calls to the police about noise or anti social behaviour since the last meeting. 

The no cold calling zone in Wood lane and Cavell Close was in place and the signs had been installed on a new post. 
	


	4
	To confirm minutes and review matters arising from the meeting held on 13th September 2012 

The minutes of the September meeting were reviewed, agreed and signed.

The clerk had written to South Norfolk Council about the addressing issues but no reply had been received, this would be reviewed again at the next meeting. 
	

	5


	To consider any progress and agree further action for the provision of a recreation area on The Common for older children

Ms Goff said that Joy Playgrounds had visited the play area and had a .lot of good ideas for upgrading some of the existing equipment to make it more interesting and enjoyable for children and also it may extend the ages range of users of the existing area. He had seen a few minor works to repair items. He was due to submit quotes for consideration however it had not been received and therefore this item would be discussed at the December meeting. 

The clerk explained that to provide a new area for older children maybe something that the Neighbourhood Board could help with and asked if the parish councillors would like Nigel bailey to attend the next meeting. It was agreed that he should be asked to come along and give advice to move this forward. 
	

	6
	To discus and agree an autumn litter pick

As Mr Loades was not at the meeting it was agreed to discuss this at the next meeting. 
	

	7
	To discuss and agree comments on planning application 2012/1802

Location: 
2,3,4,5,6 &9 Wood lane Swardeston NR14 8DQ

Proposal: 
Proposed insulated rendering system to the external envelope of the properties
The plans were discussed and it was agreed that the application should be approved. 

A second application had been received and was discussed.
Location: 
Penny Plain, The Common, Swardeston NR14 8EB
Proposal: 
Demolition of conservatory and brick 
built utility room. Construction of kitchen extension, study and garden room
The plans were discussed and it was agreed that the application should be approved. 
	

	8
	To adopt the grant awarding policy and agree an application form
The draft policy had been agreed at the previous meeting. The form had been circulated prior to the meeting and the suggestions for change were reviewed and it was agreed the draft form as circulated would be adopted along with the policy. The clerk would post these on the website. 
	CJ

	9
	Finance

9.1
To review and agree financial statement to 8th November 2012


The accounts were reviewed and agreed. The annual payments to the church and village hall had not been made and it was agreed that £120 would be paid to the village hall and £160 would be paid to the church as budgeted. These payments would be made at the December meeting. 
9.2 To consider maintenance spend on the play area. 

An amount would need to be budgeted to enable the maintenance of the play area but until the quote was received it was not clear how much would be needed. 

9.3 To consider the budget requirements for 2013-14

The clerk had circulated copies of a draft budget in advance of the meeting. 

Consideration would be needed to decide if additional work would be done to upgrade the area and if the parish council would need to make a donation towards any available grants. 

The precept could not be set until early January due to the changes in the localism act affecting council tax support and changes to council tax legislation, which affect the setting of the council tax base by the district council. 

It was agreed to review the draft budget at the December meeting.

9.4 To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget


Chq no 412
£108.00
C Jowett
Clerks salary


Chq no 413
£27.00

HMRC

PAYE


Chq no 414
£95.60

Norse

Grounds maintenance

The payments were agreed and cheques signed.

The Norse cheque will not be sent until the play area has been cut again and the grass cuttings cleared. This grass had not been cut since the last time a complaint had been made and the parish councillors had cleared away the cuttings. The service delivery the past season has been very poor and the clerk was asked to contact Norse and make a complaint. The grass between the hedging needs to be cut however until Norse fulfils its contractual obligations this would have to be put on hold. 
	CJ

	10
	To consider correspondence received 11/10/12 – 8/11/12

Date

Item

From

November 12

Clerks and councils direct newsletter

November 12

Planning application 2012/1923 – 

Location: Penny Plain, The Common, Swardeston


Proposal: Demolition of conservatory and brick 
built utility room. Construction of kitchen 
extension, study and garden room

SNDC

October 12

PAYE Real time Information

HMRC

October 12

Signpost newsletter

Norfolk RCC


	

	11
	To confirm and agree agenda items for the next meeting to be held on Thursday 6th December 2012 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall

Items for next meeting:

To discuss and agree an autumn litter pick 

To discuss and review the budget for 2012-14

 To consider maintenance spend on the play area

To consider any progress and agree further action for the provision of a recreation area on The Common for older children

The meeting was closed at 20:35
	

	Signed: Mr I Francis

Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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