	Swardeston Parish Council

Minutes of the October 2012 Parish Council Meeting

at the village hall, Swardeston

On Thursday 11th October 2012 at 7.30PM

Meeting 10/2012

	Present: 











Ian Francis 



Mark Wythe 

Liz Brown 



Claire Jay 





David Rice 



Victoria Goff





Carole Jowett – Clerk


District Councillor Nigel Legg





0 members of the public attended.

	1
	To consider apologies for absence

Mr Loades had sent his apologies.
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

There were no declarations of interest.
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports

District Councillor report
The only current issue was the site specific and allocations and policies consultation, which was on the agenda for discussion. 
Public Participation

Mrs Brown raised an issue on behalf of a resident not at the meeting. Elderly residents have been pestered by people trying to locate houses with no name or number visible. Councillor Legg said that there was an 1842 Act or Parliament requiring householders to display this information. 

The clerk was asked to contact Geoff Bowen at South Norfolk Council to ask if something could be done to enforce homeowners to display there house name or number. 
Safer Neighbourhood Team update

PCSO Sore reported that there had been no reported crimes or calls to the police about noise or anti social behaviour since the last meeting. 
	CJ

	4
	To confirm minutes and review matters arising from the meeting held on 13th September 2012 

The minutes of the September meeting were reviewed, agreed and signed.
	

	5


	To discuss and agree maintenance of the play area
Ms Goff reported that there was a broken bolt on one of the swings and said that the RoSPA report had recommended replacing bolt covers. She also raised the issue of the surfacing in need of repair. The replacement of the bolt could be addressed but the area needed to be looked at by a qualified person. The clerk was asked to contact Joy Playgrounds to seek a quote for maintenance work and Ms Goff agreed to be the local contact. 
	CJ

	6
	To consider any progress and agree further action for the provision of a recreation area on The Common for older children
A facebook page had been created and it was agreed that an article should go in the next newsletter inviting comments. A ballot box would be placed at Bobbins to collect any written comments, the website could also be used for people to post their ideas or alternatively they could be emailed to the clerk. Ms Goff agreed to write the newsletter article. The possibility of obtaining grants was discussed to both fund a new area and potentially to add some items to the existing area.
	

	7
	To consider and agree a grant awarding policy

The draft policy had been circulated for discussion and was agreed with one amendment to remove the restriction of applications from outside the parish. This will be put on the website with an application form to be drafted for approval by the clerk.
	

	8
	To discuss and agree comments to the Site Specific Allocations and Policies DPD – Preferred Options (Sept 2012)

The preferred site (978d) was discussed. Concerns were that the size of the site at 2.7 hectares was larger than would be required for the 10 – 20 houses that had originally been allocated which had since been increased to 30. The possibility was that a developer could submit a planning application for many more houses than the 30 allocated in the plan. 

It was agreed to submit a response stating that only half of the site should be allocated to reflect the required size of the development to meet the need of the Local Plan. The parish Council did not expect to be required to have a disproportionate number of houses and more than 30 is excessive for a small service village.  
	

	9
	To discuss and agree comments on planning application

9.1
2012/1536
Location
1 Cavell Close, Swardeston
Proposal
Replacement porch. New extension. New conservatory

The application was reviewed and after discussion the parish Council agreed that the applicant had undertaken all of the necessary adaptations for the neighbouring property and this application should be supported. 
9.2
2012/1595
Location
Hall farm, Gowthorpe Lane, Swardeston NR14 8DS
Proposal
Change of use – conversion of agricultural building to commercial storage and alterations to existing commercial building
The application was reviewed and there were no objections raised to the plans and therefore the application was supported.
	

	10
	Finance

10.1 To review and agree financial statement to 11th October 2012

The accounts were reviewed and agreed.
10.2 To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget


Chq no 405
£95.61

Norse

Grounds maintce


Chq no 406
£12.00

Getmapping
Parish online


Chq no 407
£108.00
C Jowett
Clerks salary


Chq no 408
£27.00

HMRC

PAYE


Chq no 409
£74.73

C Jowett
Ink/postage


Chq no 410
£8.90

I Francis
Audit 



Chq no 411
£40.00

NTPT

Training 

The payments were agreed and cheques signed.
	

	10
	To consider correspondence received 14/09/12 – 11/10/12

Date

Item

From

September 12

Changes in the grounds maintenance division of Norse 

Norse

September 12

Planning application 201/1375, for The Old Post Office – approved

SNDC

September 12

Clerks and councils direct

October 2012

Initial training for councillors & clerks 

NALC

October 2012

Norfolk ALC Annual report

NALC

It was agreed that Mr rice would attend the initial training for councillors and a cheque payment was agreed for £40.00. The clerk would send in the booking form.


	CJ

	11
	To confirm and agree agenda items for the next meeting to be held on Thursday 8th November 2012 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall

Items for next meeting:

Litter picking

The meeting was closed at 21:35
	

	Signed: Mr I Francis

Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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