	Swardeston Parish Council

Minutes of the February 2013 Parish Council Meeting

at the village hall, Swardeston

On Thursday 7th February 2013 at 7.30PM

Meeting 2/2013

	Present: 











Ian Francis 



Geoff Loades 


David Rice 


Liz Brown 



Victoria Goff

Carole Jowett – Clerk





District Councillor Nigel Legg



1 member of the public attended.



	1
	To consider apologies for absence

Mr Wythe and Ms Jay had sent their apologies.
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

There were no interests declared.  
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports

Public Participation
No issues were raised.
Safer Neighbourhood Team update

There had not been any reported crimes or calls to the police about noise or antisocial behaviour since the last meeting. 

There had been a successful outcome on the spate of crimes involving thefts from motor vehicles in the village in January, the culprit had been caught and all stolen goods were returned to the victims.
District Councillor Update
Cllr Legg reported that South Norfolk council would not be increasing council tax for the coming year and that South Norfolk Council’s finances are in good order. The police precept was to be increased by 2%.

He explained about South Norfolk Council’s litter pick initiative.

CNC building control has been taken into the council.

He reported that the money available through neighbourhood boards for the coming year would be substantial; the next meeting would be at Swardeston on 6th March 2013. It was agreed that the parish plan would be put on the agenda for discussion and review at the next meeting.

The countryside ranger would be leaving South Norfolk Council at the end of the week and it was not clear how the responsibilities would be covered with a potential knock on effect on Swardeston Common.
	

	4
	To confirm minutes and review matters arising from the meeting held on 10th January 2013 

The minutes of the January meeting were reviewed, agreed and signed.

The clerk had reported the damaged gully in Short Lane to highways, works were still ongoing and the problems had not yet been rectified. Further damage had been caused in Intwood Lane and the clerk was asked to report this to the highways rangers. 

It was reported that the street name sign for Short Lane had been knocked down and the clerk would report this. 
	CJ

CJ

	5


	To consider any progress and agree further action for the provision of a recreation area on The Common for older children

The clerk had tried unsuccessfully to contact the play and amenity areas officer to get him to this meeting but it was hoped to have him at the March meeting. A meeting on site would also be arranged for independent advice. 

The member of the public attending the meeting had an interest in this subject and said that there was a need for facilities for older children and it would be a good idea to provide space for families with older children with perhaps benches and tables perhaps in the wooded area of the common. It was explained that this had been the original plan in the area next to the bowling green. It was recognised that there are drainage issues particularly involving the pond, which would be discussed at the next meeting.

The ideas for the provision of facilities for older children would be discussed at the forthcoming commons meeting. 
	

	6
	To consider grant request for the creation of a community group

The grant application for £50 was reviewed and agreed. 
	

	7
	To consider the delivering local highways improvements in partnership with town and Parish councils initiative

Two potential initiatives were identified. 

· A crossing on Main Road to connect the two sides of the village
This had been raised by members of the public previously particularly with regard to children using buses to go to school and having to cross the Main Road to access the bus stops.

· Widening of the pavements on Main Road

The width of the pavements was insufficient to allow wheelchairs or pushchairs users to use them.

The clerk will ask the highways engineer to meet with representatives of the parish council to discuss the feasibility of these two schemes and potential cost. The county council will pay 75% of costs for approved schemes and other funding may have to be sought to help pay for the 25% charge to the parish council. 

	CJ

	8
	To consider the Police & Crime Plan for Norfolk and agree any comments
After some discussion it was agreed that Mr Rice would recommend any response and submit the parish councils submission.
	

	9
	Finance

9.1
To review and agree financial statement to 7th February 2013

The financial statement was reviewed and agreed. 
9.4
To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget

Chq no 423
£108.00
C Jowett

Clerks salary

Chq no 424
£27.00

HMRC


PAYE

Chq no 425
£50.00

E Brown

S137 payment 
The payments were agreed and cheques signed. 
	

	10
	To consider correspondence received 11/01/13 – 07/02/13

The clerks and councils direct newsletter and yearbook had been received.
	

	10
	To confirm and agree agenda items for the next meeting to be held on Thursday 14th March 2013 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall

Items for next meeting: 

To review the parish plan

To consider drainage issues in and around the pond

The meeting closed at 20:55
	

	Signed: Mr I Francis

Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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