
	Swardeston Parish Council

Minutes of the January 2013 Parish Council Meeting

at the village hall, Swardeston

On Thursday 10th January 2013 at 7.30PM

Meeting 1/2013

	Present: 











Geoff Loades 



David Rice 


Liz Brown 



Claire Jay 






Mark Wythe








Carole Jowett – Clerk





District Councillor Nigel Legg



0 members of the public attended.



	1
	To consider apologies for absence

Mr Francis and Ms Goff had sent their apologies.
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

There were no interests declared.  
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports

Safer Neighbourhood Team update
PCSO Sore and PC Hambling attended the meeting. There had been a spate of thefts in the village the previous weekend. 17 reports of theft from motor vehicles in the area, 14 of them within the village. All but one of the cars involved had been left unlocked on driveways. 5 of these had valuable items taken. People were reminded to lock their cars and to remove any goods or if not possible to conceal them. There had also been similar thefts in East Carleton.

A quad bike had been stolen from Highfield garage at the weekend.
Public Participation
There were no members of the public at the meeting.
District Councillor Update
Cllr Legg had sent his apologies as he would be late arriving at the meeting.
	

	4
	To confirm minutes and review matters arising from the meeting held on 6th December 2012 

The minutes of the December meeting were reviewed, agreed and signed.

Mr Rice had submitted his Sam application form the South Norfolk Council. 

`It was reported that the gully in Short lane had been damaged by the heavy traffic working nearby. The clerk would report this to highways.
	CJ

	5


	To consider any progress and agree further action for the provision of a recreation area on The Common for older children

Ms Goff was not at the meeting but the clerk explained that Gary Howard the South Norfolk Council Play and Amenities Officer was available to give unbiased advice and it was agreed that he should be invited to attend a meeting before Joy Playgrounds attended. 
	

	6
	To consider and agree to the set up funding for a community group

Ms Brown explained that she would like to establish a group for people in the community who did not meet the criteria to attend the day centre but who would benefit from getting together for a couple of hours probably once per month. It would be held in the social club once per month in the morning to begin with. 

It was agreed that this should be established and it would be advertised in the parish magazine. It was hoped that the first session would be in March. 

Ms Brown explained that some funding would be needed to buy some basic items and that a grant application form would be submitted to the next meeting for a donation of £50.
	

	7
	To consider, agree and adopt the following policies

7.1
Health & Safety Policy
The health & safety policy was reviewed, it was agreed to adopt it with immediate effect. 
7.2
Equality Policy

The equality policy was reviewed and it was agreed to adopt it with immediate effect. 
	

	8
	Finance

8.1
To review and agree financial statement to 6th December 2012
The financial statement was reviewed and agreed. 
8.2
To consider maintenance spend on the play area
It was agreed that £300 should be earmarked for essential maintenance next year although if the equipment was upgraded this may be included.
8.3
To set the budget requirement for 2013-14 and agree the annual precept
The budget was reviewed and it was agreed to allocate £200 to purchase a strimmer and some shears to enable the new hedge to be maintained. 

The precept was discussed and it was agreed that the precept should remain at £4300 the additional £ £274 grant from South Norfolk the income would be £4574.00
8.4
To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget

Chq no 419
£20.00

Norfolk Constabulary
Home watch sign

Chq no 420
£60.00

P Thomas

Pond clearance

Chq no 421
£108.00
C Jowett

Clerks salary

Chq no 422
£27.00

HMRC


PAYE


Mr Rice thought the cost for clearing the pond seemed high, Mr Loades agreed to ask that in future other quotes be sought to ensure value for money and also if preventative work could be done.

The payments were agreed and cheques signed. 
	

	
	District Councillor Update
Councillor Legg arrived at the meeting and reported that South Norfolk Council had almost reached its 5-year land supply target and this would stop developers putting in speculative applications. 
He had bought some slow down in our village signs and offered them to parish councillors. 

The South Norfolk Council precept had been frozen for the coming year.
	

	9
	To consider correspondence received 7/12/12 – 10/01/13

A letter about delivering local highway improvements in partnership with Town & Parish Councils had been received and invited parishes to consider bidding for improvements by 30th March 2013. This will be included as an agenda item at the February meeting. 
	

	10
	To confirm and agree agenda items for the next meeting to be held on Thursday 7th February 2013 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall

It was agreed that the date of the next meeting would be 7th February 2013 not 14th as originally scheduled

Items for next meeting: 

Delivering local highway improvements in partnership with Town & Parish Councils

To consider any progress and agree further action for the provision of a recreation area on The Common for older children

To consider grant request

The meeting was closed at 21:00
	

	Signed: Mr I Francis

Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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