
	Swardeston Parish Council

Minutes of the November 2013 Parish Council Meeting

at the village hall, Swardeston

On Thursday 14th November 2013 at 7.30PM

Meeting 11/2013

	Present: 











Ian Francis 












Liz Brown 















Claire Jay

David Rice 












Geoff Loades 

Carole Jowett – Clerk







County Councillor Colin Foulger




0 members of the public attended



	1
	To consider apologies for absence

Victoria Goff had sent her apologies.  
	

	2
	To co-opt a parish councillor to fill the advertised vacancy

There were no nominations it was agreed to carry the item forward to the November meeting agenda.
	

	3
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

There were no interests declared.  
	

	4
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports

County Councillor update

Councillor Foulger reorted that the incinerator at Kings Lynn was still an issue to be resolved. The decision had been made and the planning inspectorate was looking at the case. The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government would make the ultimate decision.  
There had been issues raised by Ofsted over recent school inspections and plans would be put in place to improve results. 

Safer Neighbourhood Team update 
PCSO reported that there had been no crimes or calls to the police about anti-social behaviour or noise nuisance reported in the village since the last meeting. 

Saffron Housing had been delaing with an issue in Wood lane and a resolution was expected in the near future. 

He said the Police and Crime Commissioner had been in post for over 12 months and also explained that a new Chief Constable was in place called Simon Bailey. 

Mr Loades noted with pleasure that PCSO Sore on his successful completion of the charity walk he had recently completed. 
	

	5
	To confirm minutes and review matters arising from the meeting on 10th October 2013

The minutes of the October meeting were agreed and signed by the chairman. 

The highways rangers had decided that the wood that was being planned for the edge of the pavement in Main Road could not be done as it was not cost effective. After discussion it was agreed that the clerk should go back to highways and challenge this as it would be a repeated issue rather then a long-term resolution and would cost more ultimately. 
	CJ

	6
	To consider action required to repair the damaged surfaces in the play area

A leaflet had been received from Norse advertising their fencing and landscaping works. It was agreed that Norse should be asked to quote to repaire or replace the sufacing in the play area with something approprate but cost effective. Mr Loades agreed to be the on-site contact. 
	CJ

GL



	7
	To consider and agree comments on planning application 2013/1789
Location: Chestnut House, The Common, Swardeston NR14 8EB
Proposal: Proposed single storey side extension

The plans were reviewed and it was agreed after discussion that the parish council would support the applciation.  
	

	8
	To consider and agree any comments on the South Norfolk Local Plan Documents

The consultation was an opportunity for the parish council to comment on the soundness of the process and not on any individual site allocations or plans. T was agreed that no submission would be made.
	

	9
	To consider and agree to bid for funding from the highways partnership scheme

Highways had contacted the clerk and explained that the previous funding bid for a crossing was not feasible after further investigation. This had also been confirmed in an email. The traffic had been monitored and insufficient footfall had been recerded to warrant a crossing and the cost would be too high. 

It had been noted that the speed of traffic was an issue. The speed sign entering the village was in the right place and had an effect on the speed of traffic however there was no sign for traffic coming from the Mulbarton direction and this was where action was required. 

Highways suggested that the parish council ask to be added to the mobile SAM schedule. A moile sign would be located in the village for a period of time and then taken away and brought back. It was believed that this was more effetive as people tended to get used to the sign and they were more effective when used intermittently. 

The Parish Council agreed to ask to be included on the SAM schedule. 
	CJ

	10
	Finance


10.1

To review and agree financial statement to 10th October 2013





The accounts were reviewed and agreed.

10.2

To review spend vs budget 2013-14

The clerk had provided information on how much had been spent against the budget set the previous year. The main variances were discussed; less had been spent on producing the newsletter with a budget of £200 but only £25.00 spent on the flyers for the play area consultation. £300 budgeted for play area maintenance had not been spent to date and the insurance had been reduced by £197 by negotiation.

10.3

To consider budget requirements for 2014-15


It was agreed to carry this forward to the next agenda.

The clerk was asked to find out how much an extra waste bin would cost for setting next year’s budget.


10.4

To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget





Chq no 458

£98.09

Norse Comm Svces
Grounds maintenance






Chq no 459

£118.73
C Jowett








Clerks salary






Chq no 460

£29.60

HMRC









PAYE





The payments were agreed and the cheques signed.
	CJ


	11
	To consider correspondence received 

   Correspondence Received 11/10/13 – 14/11/13
Date

Item

From

October 13
Norse fencing and landscapng flyers
Norse
October 13
Call to remember
War Memorial Trust
November 13
Clerks and Councils direct newsletter
November 13
Landscape development
Norse
November 13
Consultation with Town & Parish Clerks
SNDC
November 13
Snow clearance, salting and grittiing
AON
An issue was raised with a overgrown hedge in Wood lane, the clerk was asked to write to the owner and request that it is cut back.


	

	12
	To confirm and agree agenda items for the next parish council meeting to be held on Thursday 14th November 2013 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall
To co-opt a parish councillor to fill the advertised vacancy

To consider Mulbarton’s consultation on its neighbourhood plan


The meeting closed at 20:35
	

	Signed: Mr I Francis

 Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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