



	Swardeston Parish Council

Minutes of the October 2013 Parish Council Meeting

at the village hall, Swardeston

On Thursday 10th October 2013 at 7.30PM

Meeting 10/2013

	Present: 











Ian Francis 












Liz Brown 















Claire Jay

David Rice 












Victoria Goff 

Carole Jowett – Clerk







District Councillor Nigel Legg

County Councillor Colin Foulger




0 members of the public attended



	1
	To consider apologies for absence

Geoff Loades had sent his apologies.  
	

	2
	To co-opt a parish councillor to fill the advertised vacancy

There were no nominations it was therefore agreed to put a notice in the next newsletter and carry the item forward to the November meeting agenda.
	

	3
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

There were no interests declared.  
	

	4
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports

District Councillor Update
Councillor Legg said that there would be a further chance to comment on the site-specific allocations consultation from 1st November 2013 however the final consultation would be on the soundness of the submission. The final version would be presented to full council in February 2014.
He reported that there would be a leaf sweep in the autumn using the new machines bought by the council and he advised the parish council to report any specific areas to be cleared.

Councillor Legg said that there was to be a transit site for Gypsies and travellers in Bawburgh and it was expected this would make it easier for the police to move travellers on from unauthorised sites. 

He reported that from 1st October 2013 scrap metal traders would have to be licensed and that all transactions would have to be done by traceable means and this excluded any cash transactions could take place. 

They would be required to display their licence on any vehicle and that police would make weekly checks on these licensed traders.

He said he had recently had a success in littering where a delivery van had dumped waste opposite his home and it had been traced back to the perpetrator who lived in Bracon Ash. He advised people to be alert to receipts, delivery notes etc as retailers are usually co-operative with the council in any investigations on fly tipping.

There had been a planning application submitted for 800 homes in Cringleford which was contrary to the new neighbourhood plan put in place by the parish council. 
County Councillor 
Councillor Foulger reported that a new highways related project had been launched which pledged £50k on top of the £100k already pledged for partnership highways improvements. 

The additional money was aimed at specific items including more speed awareness machines (SAM) or trods and footpaths. 

It was agreed to add this to the next meeting agenda. 
	

	5
	To confirm minutes and review matters arising from the meeting on 12th September 2013

The minutes of the September meeting were agreed and signed by the chairman. 

Councillor Legg pointed out that any s106agreement from the development at Bobbins Way would be used for affordable housing and not necessarily within Swardeston. 

The problems in Intwood Lane were discussed and it determined that it was sub contractors of service providers who had been causing problems to the road surface and closing the access on a number of occasions. 

Councillor Legg thought highways should assume responsibility for policing these issues. 
	

	6
	To consider action required to repair the damaged surfaces in the play area

Joy Playgrounds and Action Play and Leisure had reviewed the problems with the surfacing under the swings and slide. Both had said it was not worth repairing, as the repairs were unlikely to last for more than 12 months. 
After discussion it was agreed to review some improvements to the existing items and to look at restoring the surface as part of a larger project and to look at obtaining grants to do the work. 

The plan done by Joy could be used to consider improvements. The clerk was asked to contact Action Play & leisure to get their ideas on what could be done. 
	CJ

	7
	To consider and agree to apply for funding for a crossing on Main Road

Mr Francis said he had been unable to find any grant providers that were willing to give grants for matched funding for highways improvements.

It was agreed after discussion that the clerk should write and end the funding offer so it could be given to another project. 

The clerk was asked to chase the highways rangers on the siding out of the pavement on Main road as discussed on site with Mr Francis.
	CJ

CJ

	8
	To consider any comments on the “Putting people First” consultation on budget cuts by Norfolk County Council
The consultation was considered and after discussion it was agreed no comments would be submitted. 
	

	9
	Finance


9.1


To review and agree financial statement to 10th October 2013





The accounts were reviewed and agreed.

9.2


To consider and agree to implement the 2013/14 national salary award for 







local council clerks





The NALC national salary award employment briefing was reviewed and the new 






hourly rate of £9.009 was agreed. As the clerk was paid for 182 hours per year the 





award would bring the salary to £1639.64. Mr Francis proposed that this be rounded 




to £1640 this was seconded by Mrs Brown and unanimously agreed. 


9.3


To consider and agree contract renewal for grounds maintenance at the 
play 




area and bus shelter for 2014/15





The contract price was reviewed and it unanimously agreed to renew the 











contract for 3 years.


9.4


To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget






Chq no 454

£25.00

Norse 









Printing of flyers






Chq no 451

£98.09

Norse Comm Svces
Grounds maintenance






Chq no 452

£108.00
C Jowett








Clerks salary






Chq no 453

£27.00

HMRC









PAYE





The payments were agreed and the cheques signed.
	


	15
	To consider correspondence received 

   Correspondence Received 13/09/13 – 10/10/13
Date

Item

From

30 September13
Planning appeal 2013/0238 – withdrawn
SNDC
2 October 2013
Planning Application 2013/1470 (proposed barn conversion to provide staff accommodation at Hall Farm
SNDC
October 13
Autumn seminar Wednesday November 6th Sandringham visitor centre
Norfok ALC
October 13
Annual report
Norfolk ALC
1 October 2013
Satisfaction survey
Mazars
7 October 2013
Proposed cycle & walking route for Edith Cavell commemorations
Norwich Cathedral

The clerk highlighted the email received 7th October about the cycle and walking route to 
commemorate Edith Cavell and Mr Francis declared an interest in this item. 


Ms Goff said she would be prepared to attend the meeting on either date 
The clerk was asked to obtain the results of the SAM machine utilised in the village. 
	

	16
	To confirm and agree agenda items for the next parish council meeting to be held on Thursday 14th November 2013 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall
To co-opt a parish councillor to fill the advertised vacancy

To consider the new highways partnership scheme

To consider action required to repair the damaged surfaces in the play area


The meeting closed at 20:55
	

	Signed: Mr I Francis

 Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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