	Swardeston Parish Council

Minutes of the April 2013 Parish Council Meeting

at the village hall, Swardeston

On Thursday 11th April 2013 at 7.30PM

Meeting 4/2013

	Present: 











Ian Francis 



Geoff Loades 





Liz Brown 



David Rice 



Carole Jowett – Clerk





District Councillor Nigel Legg



4 members of the public attended.



	1
	To consider apologies for absence

Claire Jay had sent her apologies. 

Mark Wythe had tendered his resignation; notice of a casual vacancy had been sent to South Norfolk Council and the vacancy would be paced on the noticeboard. 

The parish council recorded its thanks to Mr Wythe for his service and commitment to the village.
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

There were no interests declared.  
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports

Safer Neighbourhood Team update

 PCSO Sore reported that 2 crimes had been reported between 14th March 2013 and 10th April 2013. Both happened on the same night and were both burglaries other than dwellings. One occurred at Roadside Nurseries where a container was broken into and the other at CEYMS although nothing was taken.

There had been no calls to the police about noise or anti-social behaviour.

It was reported to PCSO Sore that there had been some unruly teenagers on the play area although this had not been reported. 

PCSO Sore confirmed that a dog owner had been issued with a dog incident notice that included a number of conditions to keep the dog under control and had been accepted by the owner. 
Public Participation
A member of the public had submitted a letter to the parish council chairman who had provided the other councillors with a copy; the clerk was provided a copy at the meeting.

The layout of the room at the previous meeting was raised as a concern as councillors had their backs to the public. The concern was accepted and the room had been laid out differently for this meeting. 

The lack of published minutes from the previous meeting had also caused concern and it was felt that these should be made available before the following meeting on the website. It was discussed and agreed that in future meeting minutes would be sent to the parish council members for any issues to be amended and if no changes highlighted in a few days the minutes would be published in draft on the internet and on the notice board. 

It was clarified that the notice board on the village hall was not the parish council’s but it was agreed to signpost people to the parish council notice board at the bakery.  A member of the public agreed to do a sign to redirect people and email this to the clerk. 

It was agreed that the locations of the notice boards would be put on the internet.

Issues were raised about the rubbish bin, which needed to be replaced or repaired, it was agreed to add this to the next meeting agenda. 

The location of the dog bin was considered to be wrong and that it was described as being adjacent to the Tas Valley signpost that was no longer there. It was suggested that it is not emptied however clarification was provided that it had been emptied earlier in the week. Issues were also raised about the grit bin therefore it was agreed that the next meeting would include an item about the rubbish bin, the dog bin and the grit bin.

It was raised that the recent neighbourhood board held in Swardeston was not known about and the issues that were discussed at the meeting were not known to residents. It was suggested that the parish council should keep people informed but it was clarified that South Norfolk Council was responsible for communicating them. Articles had been included in the EDP, the Link magazine and leaflets about the neighbourhood board itself were made readily available around the village. 

Concerns were raised that Swardeston had lost its community spirit and that the parish council was responsible for this. It was clarified that there was an event on the coming weekend that had been publicised but only a handful of residents were attending. 

Criticism was made at the intention to purchase a strimmer to maintain the hedge as a certificate would need to be gained to enable anyone to use it in a public place.

The trees by hospital farm were raised as an issue and the chairman outlined the common improvement plan which could alleviate the issues raised. The commons steering group meet to discuss and agree priorities but the improvement plan would include the area highlighted. 

Flooding issues with the drain under the vicarage’s  drive were raised as was the storm drain opposite Cavell House which was overgrown, the chairman agreed to raise these issues with the steering group.
	

	4
	To confirm minutes and review matters arising from the meeting held on 14th March 2013 

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed. 

Ms Goff and Mr Francis had met with Gary Howard to review various sites for recreational use. Mr Howard agreed to submit some ideas to the parish council but these had not yet been received.
	

	5


	To consider any progress and agree further action for the provision of a recreation area on The Common for older children

Ms Goff and Mr Francis had investigated the prospect of establishing a football pitch on High Common but it would be problematic as it is very wet in the football season but this would be pursued further. 
	

	6
	To consider the delivering local highways improvements in partnership with town and Parish councils initiative

The highways engineer was still to make contact with parish councillors and it was unlikely that this could be concluded within the timescale given, the clerk was asked to ask for an extension to conclude this. 
	

	7
	Finance

7.1
To review and agree financial statement to 11th April 2013

The financial statement was reviewed and agreed. 
7.2
To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget

Chq no 430
£98.09

Norse Comm Svces
Grounds maintenance

Chq no 431
£134.33
Norfolk ALC

Annual subscription


Chq no 432
£108.00
C Jowett

Clerks salary


Chq no 433
£27.00

HMRC


PAYE



Chq no 434
£20.00

NRCC


Annual subscription

The payments were agreed and cheques signed. 
	

	10
	To consider correspondence received 

Correspondence Received 15/03/13 – 11/04/13

A request to provide information on war memorials had been received and the chairman agreed to complete this. 

The NRCC newsletter Signpost had been received. 


	

	10
	To confirm and agree agenda items for the annual parish meeting to be held on Thursday 9th May 2013 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall
The meeting closed at 20:50
	

	Signed: Mr I Francis

Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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