



	Swardeston Parish Council

Minutes of the August 2014 Parish Council Meeting

at the village hall, Swardeston

On Thursday 14th August 2014 at 7.30PM

Meeting 8/2014

	Present: 










Ian Francis 




David Rice 

Tarne Duffield


Geoff Loades 




Liz Brown

Claire Jay


Carole Jowett – Clerk







District Councillor Nigel Legg

County Councillor Colin Foulger


4 members of the public attended

	1
	To consider apologies for absence

Victoria had sent her apologies. 
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

Mr Rice and Mr Francis declared as interest in agenda item 7.  
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports

Safer Neighbourhood Team update 
PCSO Sore reported 2 crimes in the village, the first was an attempted burglary other than dwelling between 8th and 11th July and the second was the theft of heating oil between 12th and 13th August at Mangreen.  

A further dog incident had been dealt with and he also explained that there is a new offence where a person could be prosecuted for allowing their dog to attack a guide dog. 

People were encouraged to report all incidents as if multiple incident forms are issued further action can be taken against owners. 

There had been no calls to the police about anti-social behaviour or noise nuisance.

District Councillor update

Cllr Legg said there was nothing specific to report.

County Councillor update

Cllr Foulger reported that the new chief executive Wendy Thompson would take up her post the following Monday. 

Grass cutting had been reduced from 5 cuts per year to 2 to reduce costs. He advised people to report any areas where overgrown bushes, trees or grass obscure the view of the highway. 

There had been improvements in education but the council was still on notice to continue that improvement. The new chief executive will work alongside her predecessor to continue the work to deliver improvements. 

The closure of the contract to provide the incinerator at king’s Lynn meant that 40,000 tonnes of waste would now be taken by road to Suffolk for processing which would mean that 10 heavy goods vehicles would be using the A140 each day impacting on the parishes on the route.
Public Participation

A briefing note was given to parish councillors outlining a proposal to hold a Cavell festival in 2015 to mark the centenary of when Edith Cavell was executed, the event would also be used to celebrate the other people who gave so much in the first world war. 

It was proposed to hold a black tie dinner perhaps in a marquee or perhaps at Dunston Hall, the military wives would be invited to sing at the event. 

A festival was planned and if possible WWI aircraft would be on the common, perhaps a field hospital could be recreated, a horse charity would be invited to explain the plight of war horses, model aircraft send museum memorabilia could also be used.

To make it a success the village would need to be engaged. 

Mr Francis his thanks for bringing this to the parish council. Mr Loades suggested that the name of festival or celebration be changed to commemoration. 

It was agreed that this was a good idea and a good opportunity to bring different groups together. An open house would be held on 18th September to gain a consensus on a vision. 
	

	4


	To confirm minutes and review matters arising from the meeting on 10th July 2014 
The minutes of the July meeting were agreed and signed by the chairman.

The Sam machine was installed but it did not seem to be working all of the time. 

The clerk explained that the additional cost of cutting the grass weekly in April and May would costs an additional £94.76. Mr Loades proposed that this be iomplemented but Mr Rice proposed that it did not. It was suggested that the addidional custs be tried for one year and if it did not prove to be worth the additional cust it could be stopped. This was agreed and the clerk would arrange to make the change

Mr Rice said that he had recently seen Openreach cutting back hedges around the Brownes Lane area. 
	CJ

	5
	To discuss the management of the presentation from dfal at the next meeting

David Futter Associates had asked to present their proposals for the development of land at the end of Bobbins Way to the parish council. It had been agreed that it would be better to have it when the public could be made aware via the newsletter that this was taking place and could attend if they wished. Due to the newsletter not being published in August the presentation had been arranged for 11th September 2014. 

A number of questions were raised as to the impact such a large number of houses would have on a village of approximately 275 homes and how services would be affected includding traffic, sewage and community facilities. There was no longer employment opportunities, shops, schools, post office or even a pub in the village. 

Provision had been made for 30 houses in the site-specific allocations within the local developent plan howver this was a different location and could mean 70 new homes in the village. 

It was notedx that Swardeston had to accept development but it sould be gradual and proportionate.

Questions were raised as to the proof that the additional homes were needed. Cllr legg agreed to find out how many local people were on the housing list.

South Norfolk Council has had an insufficient 5-year land supply however this is almost been reached.

The proposed development would be outside the development boundary. 

The requirement for the local development framework was for Swardeston to have 20 – 25 new homes in the period up to 2026 so it was questioned how this application could be approved which goes against the plan. 

Cllr Foulger explained that the allocation was the minimum number and gave an example of Wymondham, which had an allocation of 2200, but applicatins exceeded this number. There was also a floating number of 1800 houses not allocated. It was also explained that even when the council refuse applications the planning inspector often overturns the refusal. 

It was agreed that parish councillors wwould email any questions to each other so that a list of essential questions could be put to the developers and residents should be involved as much as possible. 
	NL



	6
	To consider action required to repair the damaged surfaces in the play area

This item was adjourned to the next meeting.
	

	7
	To consider the level of support to the church for the upkeep of the churchyard
This item was adjourned to the next meeting.
	

	8
	To note the register of deposits of statements, maps and declarations about existing Public Rights of Way and Town or Village Green landowner statements – deposit number D14 05 

Concerns were raised that people could be stopped from using the path down hospital Lane and whilst the notice was acknowledged it had not been correctly displayed. 

After discussion it was agrred that the notice had not been displayed as required. 
	CJ

	9
	Finance

9.1 To review and agree financial statement to 14th August 2014
The accounts were reviewed and agreed.
9.2 To discuss and agree to pay for training courses in line with budget
The request for appraisal training was discussed however it was agreed the chairman would undertake any appraisal of the clerk and there was no need to pay for the training. 

It was agreed that the training for new councillors for Miss Duffield would be funded if she wished to attend. The clerk would forward the details for Miss Duffield to book herself on if required.
9.3 To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget

Chq no 495
£100.25
Norse Eastern Ltd
Grass cutting

Chq no 496
£81.86

C Jowett

Clerks salary


Chq no 497
£54.80

HMRC


PAYE


Chq no 498
£92.40

Playsafety Ltd

Annual inspection

The payments were agreed and the cheques signed.


	CJ

	10
	To consider correspondence received 

Planning application 2014/1513

Location
First bungalow, Roadside Nurseries, Main Road, Swardeston

Proposal
Replacement storage building

After discussion it was agreed to make no comment. 
Planning application 2014/1539

Location
Land South East of Bobbins Way, Swardeston, 

Proposal
Screening Opinion for development of 40 dwellings

It was agreed if the development were to go ahead this screening opinion would be necessary, no comments would be made. 
	

	11
	To confirm and agree agenda items for the parish council meeting to be held on Thursday 11th September 2014 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall 
To consider the level of support to the church for upkeep of the churchyard

The meeting closed at 21:35
	

	Signed: Mr I Francis

Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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