



	Swardeston Parish Council

Minutes of the March 2014 Parish Council Meeting

at the village hall, Swardeston

On Thursday 13th March 2014 at 7.30PM

Meeting 3/2014

	Present: 










Ian Francis 




David Rice 

Tarne Duffield


Geoff Loades 




Liz Brown





Carole Jowett – Clerk







County Councillor Colin Foulger (until 7:45)

District Councillor Legg 




1 member of the public attended

	1
	To consider apologies for absence

Claire Jay and Victoria Goff had sent their apologies. 
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

No interests were declared.  
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports

Safer Neighbourhood Team update 
PCSO Darrin Sore reported that no crimes had been reported since the last meeting and that one antisocial behaviour issue had been dealt with. 

County Councillor update

Cllr Foulger reported that a survey was being undertaken between 1 to 31 March 2014 at recycling centres to gather peoples opinions and thoughts on the recycling service. This would be used to shape future services. This could be done on the county council website, flyers at libraries and recycling centres.

Residents were being urged not to throw any unwanted textiles away but to take them to the recycling centres, odd socks torn clothing etc that could not be recycled though charity shops. 

Due to budget restrictions liquid paint would no longer be accepted at the recycling centres other than on amnesty days. Tyres could be recycled at the 8 main recycling centres but would be restricted to a maximum of 5 per household per week and at a cost of £2.50 per tyre.

Also due to the budget restrictions the mobile library service timetable was being reviewed and would be likely to have a number of reductions in the visits it can make to some villages. 
District Councillor update

Cllr Legg advised that council tax bills had been sent out and that there was no increase in the precept from the district council. It is hoped that there would be no increases for the next few years due to the income from the new homes bonus. 

Cllr Legg reported that Mulbarton parish council was still looking at producing a neighbourhood plan. He warned that the parish council wanted to see development on the fields opposite Paddock Farm, which would reduce the gap between Mulbarton and Swardeston. This area had not been included in the site-specific allocations because of its proximity to Swardeston. 
Public Participation

No issues were raised but the parish council extended its thanks to the member of the public for fixing the direction sign to the village hall he had also resited the playing field sign.
	

	4


	To confirm minutes and review matters arising from the meeting on 13th February 2014
The minutes of the February meeting were agreed and signed by the chairman. 

Letters had been sent to those residents who had hedges that were affecting the footpath and also where the verges had crept out and narrowed the walkway. 

Mr Loades declared an interest for this item. 

Discussion took place about the problems, which had been ongoing throughout the length of Main Road in the village for quite some time. 

Mr Francis proposed that a working party of parish councillors meet and review the problems and present a report to the full parish council at a meeting which could be discussed and any actions agreed. Short Lane would also be included in the study the working party would take on as this was considered to be a dangerous road for pedestrians. 

The clerk suggested that once the issues had been reviewed a meeting with Gary Overland the highways engineer could be arranged. It could also prepare the parish council for any future bids for highways funding if they became available. 

It was agreed to proceed and Mr Francis would email some dates to parish councillors who would attend where possible.
	

	5
	To consider action required to repair the damaged surfaces in the play area

The clerk presented a few possible funding options for the replacement of the damaged surfaces. Miss Duffield agreed to seek more quotes to see if better prices could be obtained. 

The South Norfolk neighbourhood fund was closed until May and this would give the opportunity to develop the case further. Additional funding sources could then be identified at the start of the new financial year.

The litter pick could also be registered with South Norfolk to earn £20 and the possibility of winning £200. 
	

	6
	To consider the CPRE campaign to fight housing and development and agree any action required

Discussion took place about the possibility of joining the campaign against development. Although the allocations had been made additional developments were still being submitted and approved in addition to those sites. 

It was agreed that this would be placed on the next agenda to give everyone a chance to read and understand the implications of joining the campaign. 
All parish councillors should review this on the CPRE website. 
	

	7
	Finance

7.1
To review and agree financial statement to 13th March 2014


Copies of the accounts were not available at the meeting but the clerk would 
send them via email after the meeting. 

7.2
To agree and sign to retain the business saver account 

The savings account had not been used for some time and it was necessary to sign to agree to keep the account. Mr Francis and Mr Loades signed the form. 

7.3
To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget
Chq no 471
£109.47
C Jowett

Clerks salary

Chq no 472
£27.20

HMRC


PAYE


Chq no 473
£10.79

C Jowett

Postage

The payments were agreed and the cheques were signed.


The pond had needed urgent work since the last meeting and this had been 
done at a cost of £40. Some concerns were raised about this and that the 
amount should have been checked with parish councillors before the money 
had been spent.


Mr Loades explained that the water had been across the road and needed 
immediate action. A lot of voluntary work had been done before any cost was 
incurred and this had been held at last year’s prices. 


The payment was authorised and a cheque signed 


 Chq no 474
£40.00

P Thomas

Pond clearance


Mr Loades asked that the parish council’s thanks be recorded to Mr Thomas 
for the voluntary unpaid work he does for the village but that a contractor had 
been required for this piece of work. 
	

	8
	To consider correspondence received 

   Correspondence Received 13/02/14 – 13/03/14

Date

Item

From

12/03/14
Thinking Wisp fast local broadband
NRCC
February 2014
Norfolk Link
Norfolk ALC
March 2014
Road Safety meeting King’s Lynn
Norfolk ALC
March 2014
Clerks & Councils direct newsletter
A problem had been identified that there had been flytipping of garden waste on the common and this is contrary to the byelaws. It was agreed that a message should be included in the next newsletter to advise residents of the position and the consequences. Residents would be advised to consider investing in a brown bin at a cost of £40 per year or face an £80 fine.

 An item on dog fouling would also be included, as this was once again becoming a real problem. Cllr Legg said that a marker spray could be obtained from local DIY stores to highlight any dog fouling; it would not harm wildlife and would wash away in the rain. 

Mr Francis asked the clerk to send a link for reporting issues to highways. 

The parish council minute books from 120 years ago had been found in the loft of a resident. The local history group “Old Swardeston” could use this for a newsletter article or perhaps an event. They had been scanned and the original books sent to the Norfolk Records Office. 


	

	9
	To confirm and agree agenda items for the next parish council meeting to be held on Thursday 10th April 2014 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall
To consider the CPRE campaign to fight housing and development and agree any action required

The meeting closed at 20:50
	

	Signed: Mr I Francis

Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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