



	Swardeston Annual Parish Meeting Minutes

at Swardeston Village Hall, 

On Thursday 8th May 2014 at 7.30PM

	Present : 

Ian Francis


Geoff Loades 


Tarne Duffield

Liz Brown 


David Rice

Carole Jowett – Clerk


Cllr Nigel Legg 


Cllr Colin Foulger

1 member of the public attended


	1
	Welcome & Introductions

Mr Francis chaired the meeting and welcomed attendees.

	2
	Minutes of Last Meeting 9th May 2013
The minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting were reviewed, agreed and signed.

	3
	Safer Neighbourhood Team Update

PCSO Sore reported that there had been no reported crimes in the village in the past month. 

He reported that between 9th May 2013 and 7th May 2014 there had been 3 reported crimes, which were all burglaries, other than dwellings. In the same period the previous year there had been 19 crimes, 12 of which were thefts from vehicles on one evening. If those were not included the total for the period would have been 7 so there is an improvement year on year. 

There had been some issues with dogs, which was being addressed.

PCSO Sore was asked if the number of crimes had fallen since the introduction of PCSOs. He said that safer neighbourhood teams had had a major impact in communities. He said it was likely there would be changes in the next 12-24 months as funding reductions continued to affect the police as reported in the press. 

It was said that having a police presence has given more confidence to people as well as keeping the crime statistics down. The clerk was asked to write to the Police and Crime Commissioner expressing satisfaction with the safer neighbourhood teams and stating concern for the future. 

	4
	Traffic issues

Mr Francis reported: - 

“The parish council has been very concerned this year about safety on the Main Road. Despite the 30 mph limit, the road through the village is straight, with only one slight curve, and there is a substantial volume of traffic between Norwich and villages further out. Foot paths on the western side of the road of the most part, are narrow enough to threaten the safety of pedestrians, except in single file, and without pushchairs or children who need supervision. They are also too narrow for the most part for disability scooters that need to keep off the road.

The council has already taken active steps to procure a pedestrian crossing, but has not been able to raise sufficient grant support to do this, even if the appropriate crossing point could be established. This is a matter of particular concern because the city bound bus stop at the southern end of the village, where traffic is often too fast, is particularly busy at peak times.

The council has met with officials from the county council highways department to investigate widening the foot paths of the southern end, but this has proved either impractical or too expensive for the money presently available, or both. In general the footpaths on the western side of the main road are wide enough.

The council has concluded that all it is able to do at the present time is to insist on the installation of another electronic speed warning device at the southern end of the village, to match the one installed the northern end, to encourage drivers to observe the limit. We have investigated the practicality of pressing for a 20 mile an hour limit, such as the one obtained by New Buckenham, but have found that we would not be likely to succeed in obtaining it.

All this work had already been done when a letter, bringing the problem to the attention of the council, was received from a resident”.

An issue was raised that the public cannot walk on the pavement from Brownes lane to Church Loke. Mr Francis explained that he had met with highways who had suggested siding out the footpath as far as possible and then putting wooden edging in to hold back soil to prevent it creeping back in to the walkway. Unfortunately this had proved to expensive due to budget cuts. Further complaints were made about various locations on Main Road.

After discussion where specific addresses were highlighted Cllr Foulger said he would take the matter up with highways, the clerk agreed to send him a map indicating the affected area. 

	5
	Commons steering group
Mr Francis reported: -

The Common is owned by the JG steward Trust and managed by South Norfolk Council with the additional advice of the parish council. The steering group meets between 2 and 4 times a year, as necessary, and advises on the management, in particular such items as the cutting back of the Blackthorn and the suppression of rabbits.

In the recent past. The group has considered whether it should seek to expand the area of the car park adjacent to the village Hall. The permission of the Secretary of State would be required to do this, but the statute and supporting secondary legislation and guidelines would make it possible. As an initial step, persons living within sight of the high common were written to by the Steering Group. A number of indications of encouragement were received, and only one adverse reaction.

A local specialist in reinforcing grassland to make it usable for car parking has been contacted. It has very kindly agreed to work out the very approximate cost of implementing what might be a practical way to do this, and this information is awaited. Since the work is being done without payment, we shall have to await the firm’s convenience. If such a scheme were undertaken, then the additionally available reinforced grassland should not appear different from the rest of the managed grassland on the high common.

The Village Hall Trustees are currently considering the possibility of upgrading the facilities of the village Hall, and the Steering Group is being kept informed of these investigations.
Concern was expressed that heavy vehicles would damage any new surface and a sub base would be required and be designed to accommodate HGVs or have height restrictions installed. It was thought that signs could be installed on the new area advising cars or light vehicles only. 

	6
	Open Forum
Resurfacing of the matting areas in the play area was discussed. Ms Duffield explained that the Norfolk Community Funding had said the only potential grant would be £3k and the rest of the funding would need to be secured. The South Norfolk Neighbourhood Fund was now open for bids and Cllr Legg has £1k available to help fund projects within his ward. Further investigation would be needed. 

A £10 donation for the milestone markers society would be included on the June Parish council agenda.  

No other issues were raised and the Chairman closed the meeting at 20:30

	The next parish council meeting will be 12th June 2014 commencing at 7.30pm
Signed : 



	Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council 
The address for the Parish Council Website is http://swardeston-parish-council.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/



