

	Swardeston Parish Council

Minutes of the April 2014 Parish Council Meeting

at the village hall, Swardeston

On Thursday 10th April 2014 at 7.30PM

Meeting 4/2014

	Present: 










Ian Francis 




David Rice 

Tarne Duffield


Geoff Loades 




Liz Brown

Victoria Goff



Carole Jowett – Clerk







County Councillor Colin Foulger 

District Councillor Legg 




1 member of the public attended

	1
	To consider apologies for absence

Claire Jay had sent her apologies. 
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

No interests were declared.  
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports

County Councillor update

Cllr Foulger reported that the interim director of children’s services would stay in post for another year to work alongside the new permanent director who would take up the post in June. The interim team had identified that Norfolk was not in as bad a position as had been thought. The county had been in the bottom 30 authorities and only 2 including Norfolk had been randomly selected for thorough investigation. 

19 schools had been inspected in the county and all had improved their status from poor to good or good to excellent. 

The incinerator at King’s Lynn had been formally voted against and other ways to dispose of the county’s waste were being considered. 

Safer Neighbourhood Team update 
PCSO Sore reported that there had not been any crimes reported or any calls to the police about noise nuisance or anti-social behaviour since the last meeting. 

There had been an incident with a dog, which had been dealt with and if the same dog causes further problems a dog warning notice could be considered. 

Mr Loades suggested putting a notice in the newsletter and he agreed to write an article on the subject. 

Public Participation

The manhole cover on Dog Walk was now extremely hazardous the clerk was asked to report this to the county council as a matter of urgency.

The fence post at 3 Horseshoe Cottages was also a concern and the clerk will write to the owners a second time asking for this to be remedied. 
	CJ

CJ

	4


	To confirm minutes and review matters arising from the meeting on 13th March 2014
The minutes of the March meeting were agreed and signed by the chairman. 

A letter had been received from a resident raising concerns about road safety in Main Road. Mr Francis referred to the working party to look at traffic issues in the village and said that as the village spanned the busy Main Road there were safety concerns for people having to cross to access bus services to and from the city. It was a long straight road that resulted in traffic speeding through the village. The pavement throughout the village was narrow and it was difficult to see how the desired pedestrian crossing could be provided without narrowing the road. The county council had previously ruled this option out. 

The only solution would be the provision of a flashing speed sign for vehicles entering the village from the Mulbarton direction.

There was a possibility for a wider footpath at the bend in Short Lane but space was limited. The possibility of using a mirror to enable oncoming traffic to be seen was a possibility. 

The clerk was asked to contact highways and find out how much a vehicle activated speed sign would cost for the approach into the village from Mulbarton. The village is on a list to have the mobile speed activated management sign and the clerk would chase this up. 

The pond was in need of some clearance due to a tree that had come down. 
	CJ

CJ

	5
	To consider and agree comments on the Mulbarton Neighbourhood Area Applications

Discussion took place about the development of the Mulbarton neighbourhood development plan. There was a possibility of a requirement to develop at Pasture farm and it was agreed that Swardeston Parish Council would not want to see any development between the two villages. The clerk was asked to register the parish council’s concern about any intended development near the Swardeston boundary. 

Cllr Legg explained that this site is not included in the site-specific allocation and therefore should not be a risk until after 2026.

Cllr Legg reported that there had been an issue with fly tipping in Hethel the previous week and was being investigated.

He reported that there was a surplus of social housing available and a qualifying person could be allocated a home with a few weeks. 
	CJ

	6
	To consider action required to repair the damaged surfaces in the play area

Ms Dffiled had obtained further quoted but they were all around the same amount for the same work however there were diferent options from using wetpour over the existing old tiles or removing them and installing a new wetpour surface. 

The preferred quote was from FLP through Norse and it was agreed that the best option was to have the old surface removed and a new one installed. 

Ms Duffield would obtain and fill in forms for grants with assistance from the clerk. 
	TD

CJ

	7
	To consider the CPRE campaign to fight housing and development and agree any action required

Discussion took place and Mr loades proposed that the parish council should not join the campaign at the present time but would join if an issue arose that would be helped by being a member. Ms Brown seconded this and the motion was agreed
	

	8
	Finance

8.1
To review and agree financial statement to 10th April 2014

The accounts were reviewed and agreed.
8.2
To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget

Chq no 475
£12.00

Parish On-line

Electronic Mapping 


Chq no 476
£100.25
Norse Comm Svces
Grass cutting


Chq no 477
£147.12
South Norfolk Council
Dog bin servicing


Chq no 478
£137.93
Norfolk ALC

Subscription


Chq no 478
£82.00

C Jowett

Clerks salary


Chq no 479
£54.67

HMRC


PAYE



The payments were agreed and the cheques were signed.

The grass at the play area had not been cut until the previous week (April) depite the schedule being to commence in March. The clerk would ask for an additional cut before Easter to help to break down the cuttings and if this happened the payment would be released. If this did not take place payment would be withheld. 
	CJ

	9
	To consider correspondence received 

   No items had been received that needed attention.
	

	10
	To confirm and agree agenda items for annual parish meeting to be held on Thursday 8th May 2014 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall following the annual parish council meeting at 19:00
Items for the annual parish meeting were

· Traffic issues

· Safer Neighbiurhood team update

· Commons steering group

The meeting closed at 21:10
	

	Signed: Mr I Francis

Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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