



	Swardeston Annual Parish Meeting Minutes

at Swardeston Village Hall, 

On Thursday 14th May 2015 at 7.30PM

	Present : 

Ian Francis


Tarne Duffield


Simon Pithers
Liz Brown 


Derek Barber


Stephen Huntley
Carole Jowett – Clerk


Cllr Nigel Legg 




1 member of the public attended


	1
	Welcome & Introductions

Mr Francis chaired the meeting and welcomed attendees.

He thanked everyone for their hard work during the past year and expressed his sadness at the loss of 3 parish councillors however it was good to see more residents interested in the community. This had been the first contested election for many years and he welcomed the new members and looked forward to the strong contribution they would make. 

	2
	Minutes of Last Meeting 8th May 2014
The minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting were reviewed, agreed and signed.

A grant had been secured to provide a vehicle activated speed sign (VAS) for traffic approaching the village from Mulbarton. Despite attempts to get pavements widened this had not been able to be done. The VAS would be installed on the Wood Lane side of Main Road on the Norwich side of the corer of Wood Lane.

It was reported at this point that residents in Intwood Lane thought there should be a reduction in the speed limit particularly with the Cavell events and more people walking and a cycle trail using the route. It was currently a 60mph speed limit and it would be more appropriate for it to be 30mph. This would be included on the June parish council meeting agenda and Mr Francis would contact Cllr Foulger in advance of the meeting. 

It was reported that the grass on the corner of Short Lane had not been cut back and this was on a blind corner. Mr Francis would find out who was responsible for this in advance of the June meeting. 

Questions were asked about speed watch, as East Carleton seemed to have an active group. It was clarified that Swardeston had made appeals for volunteers but not enough people had been interested. Mr Huntley said he would look into whether volunteers could be recruited. 

	3
	Safer Neighbourhood Team Update

PCSO Sore reported that there had been one reported crime in Gowthorpe Lane, which had been a burglary at a dwelling on 21 April 2015 in the daytime. There had been no calls to the police about anti-social behaviour of noise nuisance. Since the last meeting. . 

He reported that between 8th May 2014 and 13th May 2015 there had been 7 reported crimes, 5 burglaries and 2 thefts that had taken place between May and August, none of which had been solved. The previous year there had been 3 crimes all burglaries.

PCSO Sore said that the recording of crimes was stricter now.

	5
	Commons steering group
Cllr Legg reported that the district council had reorganised and had divided property management into two. Renata Garfoot would manage buildings and Bob Wade would do land management. Mr Kitchen was no longer with the district council and the commons officer was now Andy Shepherd with Gary Howard and Oliver Deeming who were working on Mulbarton Common. 

It was reported that Low Common was a mess with abandoned items that had been there for some time an example was that there was a heap of old metal. Cllr Legg would be meeting with Bob Wade and he would remind him of his responsibility for Swardeston Common and more than 30 others. 

There was a potential need to consult with residents to assess what needs to be done to clear the mess Mr Francis would make enquiries as to who owns the abandoned items and Cllr Legg would also make enquiries to report back to the June meeting. 

The Common was considered to be slowly deteriorating into a tangled mess. It is not possible to see the pond near the car park and it is not possible to walk where footpaths used to be. Low Common used to be burnt off each year but this had been stopped approximately 50 years ago. 

More parish councillors could attend the steering group meetings. 

South Norfolk Council should be clearing back the hedges but when this was done the cutting were piled up and left in a mess. 

The Commons would be discussed at the June parish council meeting to agree attendees at the commons steering group meeting and what issues would be raised. The clerk would approach Bob Wade to seek a date for the next steering group meeting. 

Mr Huntley suggested that Countryfile could be approached for help. 

	6
	Open Forum
It was reported that the BBC would be filming in Swardeston in the coming week, as Edith Cavell would be on a £5 coin. Filming would be at St Mary’s church as there was a particular interest in the stained gals window. The filming would continue at Norwich Cathedral. 

No other issues were raised and the Chairman closed the meeting at 20:50.

	The next parish council meeting will be 4th June 2015 commencing at 7.30pm
Signed: 



	Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council 
The address for the Parish Council Website is http://swardeston-parish-council.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/


