



	Swardeston Parish Council

Minutes of the August 2015 Parish Council Meeting

at the village hall, Swardeston On Thursday 13th August 2015 at 7.30PM

Meeting 8/2015

	Present: 










Ian Francis 


Liz Brown


Derek Barber

Stephen Huntley

Simon Pithers




Carole Jowett – Clerk

7 members of the public attended

	1
	To consider apologies for absence

Geoff Loades and Cllr Foulger
had sent their apologies. 

	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

No interests were declared. 
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports

No reports were made.
	

	11
	Finance

The chairman brought the finance item forward due to the planning at item 7 that could overrun. 
The clerk had obtained forms from the bank for additional signatories and these would be handed out at the conclusion of the meeting, to be completed for the September meeting. 

11.1
The clerk had circulated the accounts and these 
were unanimously agreed. 

11.2
Chq no 542
£116.16
Norse Eastern Ltd
Grass cutting

Chq no 543
£92.40

Playsafety Ltd

Annual inspection

Chq no 544
£83.64

C Jowett

Clerks salary

Chq no 545
£56.00

HMRC


PAYE 


The payments were agreed however the cheques were not signed, as only 
one signatory was available.  
	

	2
	To co-opt a member to fill casual vacancy

This item was adjourned to the September meeting because it was not clear if the required amount of notice had been achieved and the district council had not confirmed there had been not requests for a bye-election. 
	

	7
	To discuss and agree comments on planning appeal for the application 2014/1642 for the proposal to build 39 houses at Land off Bobbins Way, Swardeston

Mr Francis gave an overview of the introduction of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), a shorter and more vague framework that the government had intended to allow developers more freedom to build new houses. The planning authority had been required to allocate a stock of development permission to achieve a 5-year land supply plus 5% to 20%. 

This had given developers opportunities to put in speculative applications and the planning authorities could not refuse permissions if they had not met their 5-year land supply target. This allowed development outside of normal development boundaries and envelopes. 

The previous year an application had been submitted by a local developer to build 39 units in Land off Bobbins Way. The parish council had agreed that it was out of proportion and was not sustainable and had submitted its objections. 

The planning authority considered that it had its 5-year land supply in place and therefore the exception did not apply, the application was rejected. 

In May 2015 the developer submitted an appeal on the grounds that there was not an adequate 5-year land supply. 

2 days before the parish council meeting it became known that South Norfolk Council was going to approve the application due to the doubt about its 5-year land supply and the costs it might incur at an appeals hearing. 

A development management committee meeting scheduled for 19 August 2015 was expected to decide not to defend the appeal. 

There was concern that the application had never been judges on its merits due to it being outside of the development boundary and rejected on that issue and that the merits of the application would never be considered. 

The parish council could submit written objections to the planning inspector by 24th August 2015 and Mr Francis asked if parish councillors and members of the public wish to assemble cogent arguments to submit to the planning inspector. 

Members of the public asked if the district council had admitted they did not have a 5-year land supply had they got it wrong in the place? Councillor Legg said that the council was not sure it had sufficient supply to defend the case and was concerned about potential costs. 

Cllr Legg also added that councillors had no knowledge of the perceived lack of a 5-year land supply and that it was a serious and important issue. The calculations were based on what was deliverable and there were different methods of calculation. 

A question was asked as to why the appeal had been accepted so late and it was clarified that there was a backlog with the planning inspector. 

With only one weeks notice there was little time available to make representations and the perception was that council officers could do whatever they wished. 

Concerns were that the provision of health care had not been considered at the first planning meeting, Cllr Legg explained that he had made a point that NHS bodies should be consulted about planning applications however this would not be able to affect this application. 

The parish council’s original objection was read out to the meeting. 

Mr Barber said that at the meeting on 19th August 2015 the original objections should be reinforced and regardless of the 5-year land supply the other objections remained valid. It was pointed out that 3 amenities listed by the appellant are factually incorrect. There is no shop, there is no public house and there is no post office in Swardeston and the common is listed twice. The parish council had made a good case last time and had been let down badly by South Norfolk Council. It was questioned as to who was running the council, as officers did not appear to be serving councillors. 

Cllr Legg suggested that the development management committee members be lobbied. 

It was agreed to write and restate what was raised last year and to remind councillors they had a duty to judge the case on its merits. It was further agreed to point out to councillors that the parish council is displeased at the suddenness of the meeting with only one weeks notice. It could be mal-administration and could be referred to the Local Government Ombudsman or to judicial review.

It was agreed that comments would be made to the planning inspector and a draft would be circulated to members to refine and submit before the deadline Mr Francis, Mr Huntley and Mr Pitchers agreed to draft and finalise the document, the same would be submitted to the development management meeting and the planning inspector. It would also be sent to each member of the development management committee in advance of the meeting on 19th August 2015. 

All attendees were encouraged to attend the 19th August meeting. 
	IF
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	4


	To confirm minutes and review matters arising from 9th July 2015 meeting 

The minutes of the July meeting were agreed and signed.

It was agreed to adjourn reviewing matters arising from the July meeting to the September meeting.  
	

	7
	To review play area inspection and agree any action required

Adjourned to the September meeting.   
	

	8
	To discuss and agree comments on planning application 2015/1605

Location
Leeders animal supplies, Main Road, Swardeston

Proposal
Lawful certificate for existing use of lorry bodies for the 



storage of animal and per feed. Containers 1,2,4 and 




stable and field shelter
After discussion it was agreed not submit any comments to this application. 
	

	9
	To discuss and agree action on traffic management in Intwood Lane

Adjourned to the September meeting.   
	

	10
	To consider repairs to bus shelter in Main Road and agree any action

Adjourned to the September meeting.   
	

	12
	To consider correspondence received 

The pensions regulator required the parish council to nominate and register with a pension provider by October. The clerk would copy the letter to parish councillors and include on the next agenda.  
	CJ

	13
	To confirm and agree agenda items for the next meeting to be held on Thursday 10th September 2015 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall 
The clerk would be away for the next meeting but would submit the relevant items to the parish council by 4th September 2015.

To co-opt a member to fill casual vacancy

To review matters arising from 9th July 2015 meeting 
To review play area inspection and agree any action required

To agree action on traffic management in Intwood Lane

To consider repairs required on bus shelter and agree any action
To consider and agree a pensions provider
The meeting closed at 21:25
	

	Signed: Mr I Francis

Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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