



	Swardeston Parish Council

Minutes of the January 2015 Parish Council Meeting

at the village hall, Swardeston

On Thursday 8th January 2015 at 7.30PM

Meeting 1/2015

	Present: 










Geoff Loades 


David Rice 

Tarne Duffield 



Victoria Goff 


Liz Brown



District Councillor Nigel Legg



Carole Jowett – Clerk

2 members of the public attended

	1
	To consider apologies for absence

Ian Francis, Claire Jay and County Councillor Colin Foulger had sent their apologies.  Mr Loades chaired the meeting in Mr Francis’s absence.
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

There were no declarations of interest.  
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports

Public participation 
Clarification was given on the VC memorial as reported in the minutes of the last meeting. The government had commissioned a design for flagstones and these were only to be given to communities where the recipient of the VC was born or had lived.
	

	4


	To confirm minutes and review matters arising from 11th December 2014 meeting

The minutes were agreed and signed by the chairman. 

The highways engineer had not made contact despite repeated requests and therefore the bid for matched funding for a speed sign could not yet be made. The clerk was asked to request an extension to the deadline.

The work to resolve the flooding on Intwood Lane had not yet been done. The target date for this had been given as mid January, the clerk was asked to contact highways to ensure this work was completed.

Ms Duffield had tried to get an update on work done on the common by the Norwich Fringe but had not received a reply. She agreed to chase this.
	CJ

CJ

TD

	5
	To consider the repair of the damaged surfaces in the play area

Miss Duffield had spoken to the chairman of Mulbarton Parish Council, Peter Leigh, who had explained that the parish council had resurfaced the village hall car park with tarmac. No work had been done on play area surfaces. 

Mr Leigh had suggested grants from The National Lottery, LaFarge or perhaps South Norfolk Council could help and he provided Cllr David Bills at South Norfolk Council as a contact.

The quote that had previously been selected was £7721.70 and a discussion followed about the budget implications of this and how much fundng the parish council could contribute. Miss Duffield agreed to contact South Norfolk Council to see what funding was available .  
	TD

	6
	To consider and agree an interpretation board for the story of Edith Cavell

The provision of an interpretation board was agreed to be good for the village but a proposal of where it was proposed that this would be installed and what the specifications would be. The parish council also requested that proposals need to be submitted for its future maintenance to ensure that this did not become its responsibility. The clerk would respond to Mr Miller
	CJ

	7
	To consider and agree comments on the Mulbarton Neighbourhood Plan

Cllr Legg said he was part of the committee looking at the plan and that it would require further consultation and then would need to be agreed by South Norfolk Council. It would ultimately go to The Secretary of State before it became a legal document.  

He explained the village wanted to have some control over what happened in the village. It was intended to control building development including location, density and style. Cringleford had experienced planning officers overturning there neighbourhood plan by using a rule of approximation which and enabled upto 20% on what was in the neighbourhood plan. 

Mr Rice said that the inference in the proposed plan was that any building would be to the north of the village towards Swardeston although there were no further plans for additional development at Mulbarton. 

It was agreed that Swardeston Parish Council would want to retain a gap between the villages and that the plan should include traffic flows. The clerk would respond to the cnsultation.  
	CJ

	
	District Councillor Update

Councillor Legg had been late arriving at the meeting due to other commintments and gave an update. He said the government were promoting self-build projects and had grants available. It was trying to link this to the Help fo Heroes scheme for ex-service personnel. 

It was envisaged there would be a local government reorganisation after the general election but it was not likely that unitary authorities would be the way forward but more sharing and merging of authorities. 

It was expected that the revenue support grant would disappear over the coming years and there was likely to be a review of parishes but not before 2015-16.

He reported that Norfolk County Council had failed to appoint a director of children’s services. 

Safer Neighbourhood Team Update

PCSO Sore and PC Glen Hambling had arrived at the meeting and gave an update. 

There had been no reported crimes or calls to the police about noise nuisance or anti-social behviour since the last meeting in December.

Information had recently been sent to town and parish councils about a matched funding initiative for PCSOs due to cuts to the police budget. There had been a reduction in the number of PCSOs some had been appointed as police officers or civilian staff and further reductions would be achieved through natural wastage with no redundancies.

PCSO Sore was now responsible for the Hethersett and Mulbarton wards. Mr Loades said that the parish council was appreciative of the support and visibility that PCSOs had provided and that this not only deters crime but also gives reassurance to residents young and old.

The clerk had received the papers about the matched funding and would send to parish councillors so that it could be discussed at the next meeting.  

Mr Rice said he was no longer receiving the weekly updates form the police direct system. PCSO Sore said he would need to re-register for the new scheme. The clerk would forward the website details to all parish councillors.
	CJ

CJ

	8
	To consider and agree comments on planning application C/7/2014/7030
Mangreen Quarry, Swardeston, Norwich, Norfolk: (I) For a southern extension to Mangreen Quarry and ancillary works with progressive restoration to agriculture and nature conservation by the importation of inert restoration materials; (II)  Retention of existing consented facilities at Mangreen Quarry; (III) Establishment of crossing point over Mangreen Lane; and (IV) Proposed variation to approved restoration scheme at Mangreen Quarry :  Lafarge Tarmac
The clerk had forwarded links to the plans and it was agreed no comments would be submitted.  

There was a meeting scheduled at Mangreen quarry and the clerk was asked to forward details to all parish councillors. 
	CJ

	9
	Finance

9.1
To review and agree financial statement to 8th January 2015

The accounts were reviewed and agreed. The payment had not been made to the church for the burial ground because it was to be reviewed at the February meeting however the treasurer of the parochial church council wanted to close the previous year’s accounts and the donation needed to be made at the meeting. It was agreed to pay the £180.00 that had been in the budget.
9.2 To discuss and agree budget requirements for 2015-16


The draft budget was reviewed and discussed. The donation to the church was due to be discussed at the February meeting as further information had been expected. After discussion it was agreed that the donation to the church for the burial ground should remain at £180.00 for 2015-16.

 
The budget was agreed.

9.3
To consider and set the precept for 2015-16


The options for the precept for 2015-16 were reviewed and after discussion Mr Loades proposed that the funding to enable a balanced budget should be requested. The total funding would be £4863.00 with the precept being £4635.00 equating to an increase in council tax of £0.40 per annum for a band D property.


This was unanimoulsy agreed and the precept request form was signed by the clerk and the Chairman. 
9.4 
To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget

Chq no 513
£119.04
C Jowett

Clerks salary


Chq no 514
£29.60

HMRC


PAYE

Chq no 515
£180.00
Swardeston PCC
Burial ground


The payments were agreed and the cheques signed.
	

	10
	To consider correspondence received 

Lloyds bank had written asking for confirmation of the information held about the organisation, the clerk would call the bank to deal with this however there was some concern about the personal details of signatories and also as to who the bank had registered as signatories having not completed earlier requests. 
	CJ

	11
	To confirm and agree agenda items for the parish council meeting to be held on Thursday 12th February 2015 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall 
To discuss and agree the level of support for the upkeep of the churchyard
To discuss and agree a response to matched funding of PCSOs
The meeting closed at 20:55
	

	Signed: Mr I Francis

Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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