

	Swardeston Parish Council

Minutes of the June 2015 Parish Council Meeting

at the village hall, Swardeston On Thursday 4th June 2015 at 7.30PM

Meeting 6/2015

	Present: 










Ian Francis


Geoff Loades 


Liz Brown




Stephen Huntley

Simon Pithers


Derek Barber

District Councillor Nigel Legg

District & County Councillor Colin Foulger



Carole Jowett – Clerk

1 member of the public attended

	1
	To consider apologies for absence

Miss Duffield had sent her apologies.  
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda

Mr Pithers declared an interest in agenda item 8.2
	

	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports

District Councillor Update
Cllr Legg reported that the perpetrator of the burglary in Gowthorpe Lane had been imprisoned for that crime and an additional break-in elsewhere.

He announced that the South Norfolk Council grant system would be the same as the previous year where councillors would have a pot of money for their area and the community grant would also continue. 

Cllr Legg would be presenting a Norfolk Health overview report to Health Scrutiny Committee. He said that there was a shortage of GPs and consultants in some specialisms and that associate doctors were being looked into which would enable shorter training times. The intake of medical students at the University of East Anglia was made up of 75% women and the expectation was that they might not want to work full time and the courses are oversubscribed. There was a drive to encourage doctors into general practice. The report would be published on the county council’s website. 

County Councillor Update
Cllr Foulger said that future developments needed to have a fund for the provision of medical services e.g. GP surgeries. He added that there was also a reduction in the availability of school places due to the housing growth from new developments. 

It was asked if children living in Swardeston would be disadvantaged in the allocation of school places due to the expansion of Mulbarton but it was clarified that all children in the catchment area would be allocated using the same criteria. 

Cllr Legg said that the issue of parking in Mulbarton for the school and GP surgery had been looked at a few years ago and no solution had been found. 
	

	4


	To confirm minutes and review matters arising from 9th April 2015 meeting and the annual parish council meeting on 14th May 2015
The minutes of the April meeting were agreed and signed. 

It was clarified that no gate had been installed at the loke in Wood Lane, as the landowner was not prepared to take the risk of contravening planning regulations. The issue seemed to be with highways but the clerk would check the letter sent to South Norfolk and ask for a response. 

It was clarified that the £1.5m to build new classrooms at Mulbarton school would be to replace existing temporary classrooms and not to extend capacity. 

Planning enforcement had been to the business premises in Main Road and advised that planning permission was required for the additional sheds and containers. 

The next RoSPA visit would take place in June. 

Mr Rice had agreed to continue working on the provision of the speed sign in Main Road. 

The minutes of the May annual parish council meeting were agreed and signed. 

The bank account was no longer suspended and a new cheque for the speed sign would be signed. 

The hard copies of the good councillor guide had been ordered but not received.  
	

	5
	To discuss and agree action on the speed limit in Intwood Lane

The speed limit in Intwood Lane had been raised at the annual parish meeting. A previous attempt had been made to have the speed limit reduced, which had not been successful, as the volume of traffic using the lane did not warrant it.

Cllr Foulger said that the speed limit was usually reduced where there was extra housing being provided and accident statistics are also considered.

Old records would be looked at to see what previous reasons had been given.

The additional pedestrians expected using The Cavell Way could also be added to the previous issues raised.

There is no weight restriction currently in place in Intwood Lane. 

Mr Loades suggested that a request to close Intwood Lane be made except for access.

There was discussion about new houses being built although no application had been made, Mr Huntley and Mr Francis would look into this. 
	

	8.2
	To discuss and agree the level of support for the upkeep of the churchyard
Reverend Burr had arrived at the meeting and the chairman brought forward item 8.2 to enable him to present his case and then leave. 

Mr Pithers and Mr Francis both declared an interest in this item as members of the Parochial Church Council (PCC).

Reverend Burr explained that everyone who lived in Swardeston had a right to be buried in the churchyard. The parish council had contributed £160 each year and had increased this to £180 last year. 

He explained that volunteers had maintained the churchyard in the past and the contribution from the parish council had helped to pay for fuel for the equipment. As the vounteers were getting older a contactor would need to do some of the essential maintenance and the cost would be just under £1000 per annum, £180 would cover just 3 cuts. 

There would be an area set aside for conservation and this would require less maintenance, which would reduce costs. 

Reverend Burr asked the parish council to consider an increase in the amount of funding and asked for 50% of the costs to be donated, as it was an amenity for all residents of Swardeston. 

It was asked if the income and expenditure of the PCC ran at a loss and would any contribution from the parish council increase any surplus. Mr Pithers, the treasurer of the PCC clarified that any surplus is due to extraordinary circumstances rather than day-to-day operating costs.

Mr Loades proposed a grant be made to the PCC of £500 to contribute to the grass cutting for 2015. Mr Huntley seconded the proposal and this was agreed with 3 votes for and 3 abstentions. The amount would be paid in two-instalments in July and November.

Reverend Burr thanked the parish council. 
	

	6
	To discuss and agree any action on Swardeston Common

The walkways had been cut and the condition of them had improved from the previous year. 

The clerk had approached South Norfolk Council about a commons meeting and Cllr Legg had spoken to Bob Wade at the4 council. 

It was stated that all access to the ponds on the common had been lost, there had been 6 but they are now too overgrown. There is blackthorne and brambles and few trees with limited access to the common. It was agreed that some areas of the common should be restored and this could be a good thing to bring the village together using working parties. This would need to be dealt with through the commons steering group. Mr Francis said that all parish councillors would be welcome to attend these meetings. A date was required that all interested parties could attend.

It was noted that evidence of horse riding had been seen and therefore signs would be required to enforce the byelaws. 

It was clarified that the issue of metal items being stacked and stored on Low Common was not that these items were abandoned but that the common was being used to store cars/trailers etc and this would also be taken to the commons steering group.  
	

	7
	To consider and agree response to the proposed naming of the track from The Common to North and South Cottages, Swardeston House 

Discussion took place about the proposed naming of the track. The cottages belonging to Swardeston House had experienced address issues but he Stable View Lane name was not relevant to the village. Villagers had always called the track Busuttils Loke for many years. 

It was agreed that the clerk should respond to South Norfolk Council and ask that the track be formally named Busuttils Loke.  
	CJ

	8
	Finance

8.1
To review and agree financial statement to 4th June 2015

The accounts were reviewed and agreed
8.2
To discuss and agree the level of support for the upkeep of the 

churchyard

Dealt with earlier in the meeting.

8.3
To agree additional signatories for bank account

8.4 
To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget
Chq no 534
£116.16
Norse Eastern Ltd
grass cutting 

Chq no 535
£84.04

C Jowett

clerks salary
Chq no 536
£55.60

HMRC


PAYE


A question was raised about the maintenance contract with Norse; the clerk would send the contract round the parish councillors for information. 

The payments were agreed and the cheques signed.
	CJ

	8
	To consider correspondence received 

Keswick and Intwood parish council had written asking for support in its objections to the proposed business development at Harford Bridge.

After discussion it was agreed that the parish council should keep in contact with Keswick and Intwood but there was no objection to the development at this time. No specific plans had been received but the road to Tesco would need to be adequate for the proposal.
	

	10
	To confirm and agree agenda items for the next meeting to be held on Thursday 9th July 2015 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall 
To agree action on the speed limit in Intwood Lane

The meeting closed at 21:40
	

	Signed: Mr I Francis

Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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