	Swardeston Parish Council Annual General Meeting May 2016
At Swardeston Village Hall, 

Thursday 19th May 2016 at 7.00PM

Meeting 5/2016

	Present: 

Ian Francis


Geoff Loades


Derek Barber

Liz Brown 


David Rice


Simon Pithers

Justin Barber (from agenda item 5)

Cllr Nigel Legg




Mrs Carole Jowett – Clerk


1 member of the public attended

	1
	To elect a Chairman for 2016/17
Mr Loades nominated Mr Francis to continue as chair for the coming year, this was seconded by Mr Rice and unanimously agreed.

	4
	To elect a deputy Chairman for the next year
Mr Francis nominated Mr Loades as vice chair, Mr Barber seconded this and it was unanimously agreed. 

	2
	To co-opt a councillor to fill casual vacancy

Mr Justin Barber was co-opted as a new councillor as his eligibility had been confirmed. He signed the declaration of acceptance of office and joined the meeting. 

	3
	To receive and consider apologies for absence
None received. 

	5
	Update from The Norfolk Association of Local Councils

Janet Holdom from Norfolk ALC attended the meeting as requested. 

Mr Francis explained the concerns that had been raised by a member of the association at a meeting in South Norfolk’s offices in February 2016 about liabilities of staff redundancies and a pension deficit. 

Ms Holdom explained that there was no staff concerns but that two long serving officers had left, one had moved to Derby due to a family relocation and the other had taken a job with a town council. There had been a period of settling and new staff had been recruited creating a settling in period. The association had like other organisations to do more with less and tit had therefore looked at efficiencies and reviewed its governance. There had been an administration/finance review carried out by the Suffolk Association, which had led to an overhaul that had caused some unhappiness for a few members. 

The three members who were unhappy with the changes had called the meeting in South Norfolk. The other members of the association and staff were excluded from attending.  There had been some misrepresentation of the position about the pension deficit. 

Ms Holdom explained that no organisation had a surplus in their pension funds and Norfolk ALC did have a pension deficit but the position was being managed and the deficit was being paid back. 

Mr Pithers asked what services the association provided other than the website. Ms Holdom said that membership acted as a kind of insurance and provided legal and HR advice when needed. It filtered advice from legislative changes e.g. The Transparency Code and made it relevant and easy to understand for parish and town councils. They provide a training service, seminars and conferences and provide information about funding opportunities. They run café clusters to provide networking and IT support for the website as well as providing the sites for free. The association also had a comprehensive website.  

Mr Rice asked how many executive members there were. Ms Holdom said there were about 20 each district council having a quota. She went on to explain that the executive committee has a non-executive function. 

Further clarification on the pension deficit was asked for and Ms Holdom said that the current deficit stood at £110k the percentage was not known when asked but Ms Holdom promised to send this information to the clerk following the meeting. She said the actuarial valuation for 2016 was likely to be higher due to exceptional circumstances but it was as healthy as could be expected.

The parish councillors discussed the information given and agreed that it would rejoin the association. 

	6
	To review and agree standing orders

Mr Barber had identified some changes that were not reflected in the current standing orders about the recording and publication of meetings. The clerk had found the changes made in August 2014 and would update and send the latest standing orders to all parish councillors for consideration at the next meeting.  

	7
	Finance

7.1
To receive and approve the accounts to 19th May 2016
The accounts were reviewed and agreed. 

7.2

To review and agree the annual return for 2015/16
The clerk had circulated copies of the annual return and the annual statement of accounts was agreed and signed.
7.3

To review and agree the annual governance statement for 2015/16
The clerk had circulated copies of the annual governance statement each statement was reviewed and agreed. 
7.4

To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget


Chq no 576
£152.81
Norse Eastern Ltd
Grounds maintenance

Chq no 577
£456.42
AON UK Ltd

Annual Insurance premium

Chq no 578
£83.64

C Jowett

Clerks salary


Chq no 579
£56.00

HMRC


PAYE



Chq no 580
£316.28
Kevin George BS
Bus stop repairs



The payments were agreed and the cheques signed.

	8
	To consider comments on planning application 2016/0764

The planning application was discussed and it was agreed no comments would be submitted. 

	9
	To discuss and agree action on the demolition of the pallet farm

The demolition at the pallet farm had ended and Mr Pithers explained that the developer had spoken to him about the noise and he had emailed the parish council with an update. The foundations were being laid and no further issues were envisaged. Mr Rice said that there should not have been any burning of debris on site although it had been a relatively small amount it had caused a putrid smell. The work had been started at 07:00 and when he had challenged South Norfolk Council about time restrictions, none had been set.

	 
	To confirm the next meeting of the Parish Council to be held on Thursday 9th June 2016 at 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall 
Agenda items would include: -

To review the annual general meeting and parish meetings being held on the same night.

To agree payment of Norfolk Association of Local Councils annual subscription
To review and agree standing orders
The meeting was closed at 19:20

	Signed:

Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council 
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The address for the Parish Council website is:

http://swardeston-parish-council.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/
