
	Swardeston Parish Council
Minutes of the April 2016 Parish Council Meeting
at the village hall, Swardeston On Thursday 14th April 2016 at 7.30PM
Meeting 4/2016

	Present: 							
Geoff Loades 			Liz Brown					
Simon Pithers						
District Councillor Nigel Legg arrived at the end of the meeting		
Carole Jowett – Clerk
3 members of the public attended

	1
	To consider apologies for absence
Ian Francis, Derek Barber, David Rice and Colin Foulger had sent their apologies.  
Mr Loades chaired the meeting in Mr Francis’s absence.
	

	2
	To co-opt a councillor to fill casual vacancy
Justin Barber was interested in being co-opted as a parish councillor although it was unclear whether he was eligible to stand due to being relatively new to the village. The clerk was asked to check with South Norfolk Council and subject to there being no disqualification he would be co-opted at the next meeting. 
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	3
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda
There were no declarations of interest.
	


	4
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports
Public participation 
There had been some complaints about the letters sent to residents about overgrown hedges. One letter had been sent to a resident about a hedge that actually belonged to a neighbouring property. Mr Barber was not at the meeting but had promised to go and see the resident to apologise. 
The resident was dies-satisfied that the grass verge which was overgrown with thistles and nettles outside his property was not cut by South Norfolk Council however it was clarified that this was the responsibility of the county council. The county council had advised that verge cutting was being reduced due to budget cuts and a scheme launched to enable parish council to take on this work. The clerk was asked to find out more about this and to enquire when the verges were due to be cut, as they were 9 – 12 inches high. 
The hedge at the end of Brownes Lane was also highlighted, as a concern as had become very difficult for traffic to get out of Brownes lane into Main Road, there had been a near miss with a bus the previous week. The clerk was asked to write to the owners of the hedge and ask them to cut it back. 
Safer Neighbourhood Team Update
PCSO Sore reported that between 10th March 2016 and 13th April 2016 there had been no crimes reported in Swardeston and no calls to the police about anti-social behaviour of noise nuisance. 
Mr Loades asked about the increase in rural crime and PCSO Sore advised that ride on mowers and tools were being targeted by thieves although there had been no such issues at Swardeston. He explained that unmarked cars and plain clothed officers were checking vans and trailers. 
It was reported that on a number of occasions there was a lot of overtaking at both ends of the village; down past the bus shelter at the top end of the village, and from Leeders down to the Short Lane crossroads at the bottom end of the village and asked if this could be passed on to traffic police.
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	5
	To confirm minutes and review matters arising from 10th March 2016 
The minutes were agreed and signed. 
The clerk had terminated the membership of Norfolk ALC although this had suspended the website. Since the further discussions had taken place and established that the position highlighted at the meeting in South Norfolk may have been one sided. The chairman had been in discussions with Norfolk ALC to review the position and the website was reinstated. 
Colorcote had painted the bars on the play equipment. Mr Barber had purchased and fitted the bolts.
The grass cutting had been increased to weekly cuts throughout the cutting season. 
	





	6	
	To consider the future membership of Norfolk ALC
Mr Francis had been in contact with the chairman of Norfolk ALC to obtain clarification about the allegations against the organisation. The parish council’s resignation from the organisation had been frozen until further consideration could be given.  

A representative of the organisation had been going to attend the next parish council to provide information and address any misinformation given at the meeting at South Norfolk Council.
As no representative had attended the meeting it was agreed the clerk should invite a representative of Norfolk ALC to attend the May annual general meeting and a final decision could be made about future membership of the association. 
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	7
	To discuss and agree any actions to provide a defibrillator in Main Road
Mrs Brown had obtained quotes for a defibrillator but this had proved very expensive but she had spoken to the Mulbarton First Responders who had advised there could be a lottery grant available to help provide a defibrillator. 
It was discussed as to whether the village hall should be approached to ask the committee to locate the defibrillator that was already there on the outside of the building. Mr Loades agreed to speak to the cricket club and the village hall management committee. 
Mr Loades had looked into using GPS coordinated to help emergency services find addresses where the names were not clear. Justin Barber offered to ask the ambulance service it this would be helpful. 
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	8
	Finance
8.1		To review and agree financial statement to 10th March 2016
The accounts were reviewed and agreed.
8.2	To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget
Chq no 569	152.81		Norse Eastern Ltd	Grass cutting
	Chq no 570	£151.54	South Norfolk Council	Dog bin servicing
Chq no 571	£216.00	Colorcote (Norfolk) Ltd	Play equipment painting
Chq no 572	£20.00		NPFA			Membership
Chq no 563	£84.04		C Jowett		Clerks salary
Chq no 564	£55.60 		HMRC			PAYE 
The payments were agreed and the cheques signed. 
	


	9
	To consider correspondence received 
No correspondence had been received that required action.
	


	10
	To confirm and agree agenda items for the annual general meeting and the annual parish meeting to be held on Thursday 19th May 2016 commencing 19:00 at Swardeston Village Hall 
Agenda items for the annual parish council meeting would include the statutory items and an update from the Norfolk Association of Local Councils. 

The meeting closed at 20:30
	


	
Signed: Mr I Francis


Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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