
	Swardeston Parish Council
Minutes of the July 2016 Parish Council Meeting
at the village hall, Swardeston On Thursday 14th July 2016 at 7.30PM
Meeting 7/2016

	Present: 							
Ian Francis				Geoff Loades 			Liz Brown	
David Rice 				Justin Barber			Derek Barber
					
Carole Jowett – Clerk
1 member of the public attended

	1
	To consider apologies for absence
Mr Pithers had sent his apologies.  
	

	2
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda
There were no declarations of interest.
	


	3
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and District/County Councillor reports
Councillor Legg said that the main issue was devolution. The government wanted to give local councils more funding. A consultation was to take place and the results would be available at the end of August with the intention to implement the changes by April 2017.
He reported that there was an electoral review underway due to the growth in population, which had created anomalies in the size of wards; he gave Costessey as an example. There were no plans to change the number of councillors from 46 but the distribution of constituents was being looked in to. There were no issues raised. The ward boundaries would be changed so that each councillor would represent 2400 constituents rather than the 2000 as at present. 
Councillor Foulger said the only county council issue was also with devolution.
	

	4
	To confirm minutes and review matters arising from 9th June 2016 meeting
The minutes from 9th June 2016 meeting were agreed and signed. 
The newsletter article had been published.
The letters about hedges had been done.
	

	5
	To discuss and agree actions to buy a box and install the defibrillator  
Mr D Barber reported that the defibrillator had been received, assembled and tested and the sign to go above it had also been received. 
He explained that when he had gone on-line to order the box he had been directed to a Republic of Ireland payment site and 23% VAT had been added. It was noted that as it was not a UK company VAT could not be reclaimed. 
This box had more features including LED lights and a choice of whether to activate an alarm, whether to have the box locked or not and a temperature gauge. 
Mr Barber went on to report that he had received the CPR training kit that would need to be set up and training organised. Up to 10 people could be trained at a time and it was agreed this should be put in the newsletter in September to commence training in October.
Mr Francis thanked Mr Barber for doing the work to provide the defibrillator. 
Mr Barber went on to say that Swardeston Live had donated £195 but the cost of the box was likely to be £485.85 including delivery so £290 was still needed to pay for it. 
The district councillors said that they would contribute funds from their grant budget Councillor Legg would contribute £100 and Councillor Foulger would contribute £200, the clerk would provide the bank details to Councillor Legg. 
It was unanimously agreed that Mr Barber should progress the order. 
	




















CJ

DB

	
	Safer Neighbourhood Team Update
PCSO Sore attended the meeting and advised that there had been no reported crimes or calls to the police about noise nuisance or anti-social behaviour since the last meeting. 
He reported that the deputy police and crime commissioner role had been deleted and the money has been put back into the police service. 
	

	6
	To consider electoral review of South Norfolk
This had been covered in the district councillors’ update and no comments were to be submitted to the consultation. 
	

	7
	To discuss joining with other concerned parties to find a solution for flooding in the area of the Common 
The county council highways officer had been involved in the issues of flooding on the common. There had been a short river down Short Lane, which could not drain away. Councillor Foulger had helped to get this looked into and had resulted in contractors being brought in to clear silt from the drains. The county council will also speak to landowners to take measure to avoid more silt coming off their land into the drains. 
A letter had been sent by a member of the cricket club about the cause of flooding at the bottom of High Common. There were a lot of twigs and other detritus from the pond and blocking the drain. A trap would be necessary in the pond so it could be cleared regularly.  The current blockage needed to be cleared and a structure would need to be added to enable future clearance. 
The costs were estimated to be approximately £4500 to £5000. The trap in the pond would be £500, the sluice system would be £500 and it would cost £3500 - £4000 to build the trap. Mr Francis had spoken to the county council and he had been advised to take this issue to the steering group. The next meeting would take place on 3rd August 2016 at 17:00. Mr Francis said it could be possible to look into local charities to help with funding.  
Mr Loades suggested a second quote should be obtained before the steering group meeting.
The repeated flooding under the bridge on the B1113 down to Keswick flats was raised. The drains cannot cope and the water pooled outside the park and ride site. The clerk was asked to contact the highways officer about this issue.  
It was noted that the hedgerows had been cut. 
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	8
	To review and agree comments on planning applications
2016/1590
Location: 12 Chestnut Close Swardeston NR14 8FA 
Proposal: Erection of orangery to rear of property
There were no objections raised to this application and it was agreed it should be supported.
	

	9
	Finance
9.1		To review and agree financial statement to 14thJuly 2016
The accounts were reviewed and agreed.
9.2	To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget
	Chq no 586	152.81		Norse Eastern Ltd	Grass cutting
	Chq no 583	£86.21		C Jowett		Clerks salary
Chq no 584	£57.60 		HMRC			PAYE 
The payments were agreed and the cheques signed. 
	


	10
	To consider correspondence received 
A letter had been received from the Environment Agency outlining plans to carry out targeted maintenance and blockage removal to reduce the risk of flooding. The work planned fro the middle Yare river system would take place between July and December 2016.  
The clerks and councils direct newsletter had been received.
	


	11
	To confirm and agree agenda items for the next meeting to be held on Thursday 11th August 2016 commencing 19:30 at Swardeston Village Hall 
Agree the plans for the 2017 parish meeting (September)
It was raised that an abandoned Ford Focus was outside White Cottage. The clerk would report this.

It was also noted that overnight camping in an RV had been taking on the common. If the vehicle returned the registration number should be taken and passed to the clerk. 

The meeting closed at 20:35
	


CJ

	
Signed: Mr I Francis


Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
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