
	Swardeston Parish Council
Minutes of the July 2022 Parish Council Meeting
At Swardeston village hall, on Thursday 14th July 2022 at 7.30PM
Meeting 7/2022

	Present: 										
Members - Derek Barber, Justin Barber, Liz Brown, Dominic Everett, Wendy Middleton and Terry Stock 
Cllrs Nigel Legg and Ian Spratt
3 members of the public attended

	1. 

	To consider apologies for absence
There were no apologies for absence.
	


	2. 
	To co-opt a new member to fill the casual vacancy
A parishioner has expressed an interest in filling this role.  Current members welcomed the parishioner’s request for involvement and asked that they consider this carefully over the next month, attending the next meeting.  If they are happy to be co-opted at that time (and barring any other indications of interest) then the necessary decision will be put to the meeting at that time.
	

	3. 
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda
There were no declarations of interest made.
	


	4. 
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and district/county councillor reports
Public Participation
No points were raised
Councillor reports 
Cllr Spratt advised that the South Norfolk and Broadland Councils’ property merger was intended to be complete by the end of 2022, an ambitious deadline.
The South Norfolk Council annual general meeting had been held.
The East Anglia Green Energy Enablement Plan had been discussed and was voted against unanimously, with the council wishing for National Grid to seriously consider alternatives to the intended pylons to transfer electricity from Norwich Main.  A subsequent motion was also passed to lobby central government on this issue.
Cllr Legg advised that a Supplementary Planning Document put in place to cover the green infrastructure being planned in the region has been proposed, and the council was now considering whether to implement such a plan.
Nutrient Neutrality issues with planning are ongoing, there had been no agreed solution to date.
	


	5. 
	To confirm minutes June 2022 meeting held on 9th June 2022 and to review matters arising
Mr J Barber proposed that the minutes of last month’s meeting be agreed and signed, this was seconded by Mr Everett and approved unanimously.
The Noticeboard for the brick bus shelter has been purchased, it was agreed that it would be installed on the outside wall.
	


	6. 
	To consider any action on a road crossing on Main Road 
After further discussion on previous attempts to get traffic calming/crossing installed in the village, the Chairman would contact Highways to get an up to date opinion and further information on what, if any, options may be available to ease crossing the road during heavy traffic periods.
	

DB

	7. 
	To consider any action on the closure of a permissive path route in Swardeston
The council had been advised by several parishioners of the closure of a public right of way.  However, it was not a public right of way and had not been at any time.  The Chairman had, however, spoken to the relevant landowners in an attempt to create a permissive path which would allow walkers to continue, broadly, to walk the route they have been taking – the landowners had been very amenable.  This may involve a legal document between those landowners and the parish council, investigations were underway to obtain a draft of such a document.
	





DB

	8. 
	To review the play area inspection and agree any actions
The Parish Council would write to the Village Hall Trustees to make them aware of the inspector’s concerns about the condition of the paving installed to the south of the hall.
Eastern Play Equipment would be asked to both rectify issues arising as a result of their new install (removal of grass at base of posts, etc) and to quote for other remedial works which had also been raised in the inspector’s report.  Generally, however, the report had only raised minor issues.
	

DB

	9. 

	To consider any action on the offshore wind and solar farms and East Anglia GREEN
There had been no further actionable news in relation to the ongoing plans.
	


	10. 
	To confirm the check on the defibrillator
Mr D Barber had checked the defibrillator on 14/07/22 and updated the circuit. 
	

	11. 
	To review and update the asset register
Mr Everett and Mrs Brown had compiled an almost complete document of photographs of each item in the register.  It was discussed and agreed that further information on each item (time of purchase, source of purchase, model number and cost) would also be logged on the register to ease obtaining replacements/repairs going forward.
	
DE/LB/JB/CJ

	12. 
	To discuss the condition of the village hall car park
The Common Steering Group had agreed to write to the Village Hall Trustees with their concerns about the condition of the Village Hall car park.
	

	13. 
	Finance	
13.1 To review and agree financial statement to 14th July 2022
The financial statement was proposed as an accurate record by Mr J Barber, seconded by Mrs Brown and unanimously agreed.
13.2 To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget
The following payments were agreed:
BACS	£200.47	Norse Eastern Ltd	Play area/bus shelter
BACS	£120.00	David Bracey		Annual play area inspection
BACS	£96.82	C Jowett			 Clerks salary 
BACS	£64.40	HMRC		PAYE 
The payments were reviewed proposed by Mr J Barber, Mrs Middleton seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed.   
			


	14. 
	To consider correspondence received 
None
	

	15. 
	To adjourn the meeting for public participation
There was a brief discussion of the play area and possible fixes to some of the issues raised in the Inspector’s report.
	


	16. 
	To agree agenda items for the next meeting on 11th August 2022 commencing at 7.30pm at Swardeston village hall
To co-opt a new member to fill the casual vacancy 
To consider possible road-crossing options for the Main Road
To consider action on the permissive path route
To consider remedial works to the play area
To consider any action on wind farms, solar farms and East Anglia GREEN 
To confirm the check on the defibrillator
To review and update the asset register
The meeting closed 21:15
	

	

Signed: Mr D Barber
Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
https://swardeston-parish-council.norfolkparishes.gov.uk




