
	Swardeston Parish Council
Minutes of the November 2023 Parish Council Meeting
At Swardeston village hall, on Thursday 9th November 2023 at 7.30PM
Meeting 11/2023

	Present: 										
Members - Derek Barber, Justin Barber, Nigel Legg, Graham Jermy, Wendy Middleton and Dominic Everett (from 19:40)
Cllr Webber 
Clerk - Carole Jowett
6 members of the public attended

	1. 

	To consider apologies for absence
There were no apologies for absence.
	


	2. 
	To co-opt member to fill vacancy following election 
There were no nominations to fill the vacancy. 
	

	3. 
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda
There were no declarations of interest. 
	


	4. 
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and district/county councillor reports
Public Participation
The planning application at item 6.2 on the agenda was raised and objections were voiced due to the scale and mass of the proposed building as it would overshadow neighbouring properties. 
The new house did not fit the original footprint of Almond Villa and concerns were expressed on the invasion of privacy due to windows overlooking the neighbouring house. A summer house had already been put on a 3-foot-high base with no planning permission but had been included in the amendment. The windows of the summer house gave direct sight into the neighbours’ bedroom. A report had been prepared for the neighbouring properties to support the concerns and had been submitted to the district council. It was stated that the mass of this house would be twice the size of a 4-bedroom home on The Cricketers site. 
Further concerns were raised about the ongoing demolition of the bungalow with the roofing timbers being burnt on site. Issues raised about the demolition of the bungalow with the burning of roofing timbers. 
Councillor reports 
Cllr Webber had sent a report which is attached at appendix A. He added that he had had a discussion with Orsted about reports of a contractor pumping water on to the highway This had been done as part of a trial to monitor effects off the site. 
There was a problem with a pond that had been built to take water from the A47but when this was full the effect went into reverse. A new attenuation pond was being created to work on a temporary basis but a tank would be built for the longer term. A new pipe to take water to a new drain was to be determined. 
A new road sweeper was being used for the construction site to. improve road cleaning. 
National Highways was undertaking investigations on drainage from the A47 which was the main issue for the B1113. 
Cllr Webber reported that the first face to face town and parish councils forum had taken place at Horizon House which had been very useful. There had been a presentation on recruitment to assist with getting volunteers. Appreciation had been expressed for the job parish councillors do. 
	



	5. 
	To confirm minutes of the last meeting held on 12th October 2023 and review matters arising.
The minutes of the October meeting were proposed as an accurate record by Mr J Barber, Dr Legg seconded the proposal, which was unanimously agreed, and the chairman signed them.  
Matters arising
The play area hedge had not yet been cut due to the extreme wet weather, unless there was a sustained period of dry weather it could be better to leave the inside on the play area until spring but the roadside and top could be cut back. 
	


	6. 
	To consider planning applications and agree any comments 
6.1 2022/1304
Proposal: Install 6m ball retention netting and post system Location: Hilltops Sports Ground Main Road Swardeston 
It was agreed not to submit any comments.
6.2 2023/0752 (amendment)
Proposal: Demolish existing bungalow and outbuildings and construct two storey house, double garage and additional garden room
Location: Almond Villa Intwood Lane Swardeston Norfolk NR14 8EA
The application would be going to DMC probably next month and the planning officer had asked for the parish council’s comments by the next day. 
The parish council had listened to the representation earlier in the meeting Mr J Barber proposed that the parish council was neutral on this application. Mr Everett seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed. The clerk would submit this decision the next day. 
6.3 2023/3230
Proposal: Two-storey rear extension
Location: The Lawns Main Road Swardeston Norfolk NR14 8AD 
It was agreed not to submit any comments.
6.4 UL/2023/0039
Quarry, Ipswich Road, Dunston, NR14 8DD
Non-compliance with conditions 2 and 29 of permission reference C/7/2016/7013 to extend deadline for restoration of the site until 31 December 2028
It was agreed not to submit any comments.
	











CJ

	7. 
	To consider and agree to submit a bid for the parish partnership scheme to install a new village gateway and speed reductions initiatives
Mr D Barber had circulated the plans for the speed reduction initiatives and the village gateway. The estimate was currently £9111.30 but to be confirmed. 
The application would be submitted once further investigations had been done on the locations for the gateway by highways. A precise costing should be available in time to submit the application before the deadline. Once finalised the clerk would submit the bid.
Mr D Barber asked for suggestion on the back of the signs. 
It was proposed to go ahead by Mr JB and 2nd WM and unanimously agreed, me to do form.
	





CJ

	8. 
	To agree to purchase a new VAS sign for Main Road
Mr J Barber proposed that a new replacement VAS sign be purchased. Dr Legg seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed. 
	

	9. 
	To consider the Mulbarton speed watch team’s offer to operate a site in Swardeston 
The Mulbarton speed watch team had offered to operate a site in Swardeston. Mr J Barber proposed that the offer be accepted, Mrs Middleton seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed. The clerk would respond and ask that if there were any volunteers from Swardeston could they join the group. 
	



CJ

	10. 
	To consider possible road-crossing options for the Main Road 
Mr J Barber had chased Cllr Elmer for a response on funding the traffic survey and had subsequently chased him again and copied the leader of the conservative party . He said he would ring tomorrow and if no response is received next week, he would complain to the monitoring officer.
	


JB

	11. 

	To consider any action on the offshore wind and solar farms and Norwich-Tilbury
A presentation would take place in the village hall from National Grid on 21/11/23
	


	12. 
	To consider the consultation on the Greater Norwich Local Plan Proposed Main Modifications and agree any comments
Further consideration would be made and any comments sent to the clerk before the closing date of midday on 6th December 2023. 
	

	13. 
	To receive an update on the defibrillator
The defibrillator had been checked on 08/11/23 and the Circuit had been updated.
	

	14. 
	Finance	
14.1 To review and agree financial statement to 9th November 2023
The financial statement was reviewed. Mr J Barber proposed it was accepted as a true record of the accounts, this was seconded by Dr Legg and unanimously agreed.
14.2 To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget
BACS	£242.86	Norse Eastern Ltd	Grounds maintenance
BACS	£105.99	C Jowett	Clerks salary 
BACS	£70.40	HMRC	PAYE 
The payments were reviewed Mr J Barber proposed they were made Mrs Middleton seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed. 
			




	15. 
	To consider correspondence received 
An email had been received raising concerns about the sign at the garage on Main Road that blocked the view of the road when trying to cross from Cavell Close across to Dog Walk. Mr D Barber had referred this to planning and enforcement would investigate. 
	

	16. 
	To adjourn the meeting for public participation
A question was asked about the length of closure of Gowthorpe Lane. This was not clear but had been extended until at least the end of December. There had been problems with the excavation being filled with water due to the weather. 
Concerns were raised about flooding and if it was decided that there were still issues on Main Road there could be a need for ditches at each side of the road and there would be a need for a few ponds. It was asked whether it would it be possible to create a foot and cycle path at the same time if land had to be purchased to solve the flooding. The chairman explained that there had been a campaign historically to do this but funding opportunities could become available from the wind farm development.  Options were discussed for routes given the proposed cycle path from Keswick to the city. 
	


	17. 
	To agree agenda items for the next meeting on 14th December 2023 at 7:30 
To consider possible road-crossing options for the Main Road and issues with speeding traffic
To consider any action on national energy infrastructure projects 
To confirm the check on the defibrillator
To consider budget requirements for 2024/25
The meeting closed at 21.30 pm
	

	
Signed: Mr D Barber
Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
https://swardeston-parish-council.norfolkparishes.gov.uk





								Appendix a
Swardeston Parish Council – 9 November 2023

District Councillor Report

Greater Norwich Plan – Village Clusters
SNC will be re-consulting on the housing allocations for the village clusters – probably starting before Xmas for an extended 8-week period. New allocations are needed as one site in the district is inappropriate for development and another has reduced housing capacity. There could be implications for local villages.

Alderman Vivienne Clifford-Jackson
Popular former councillor Vivienne Clifford-Jackson was made an Alderman of South Norfolk at a ceremony on Monday 15 October. She represented Mulbarton for many years and represented Mulbarton and Stoke Holy Cross between 2019 and 2022. She is a former leader of SNC.

Nutrient Neutrality
Norfolk Environmental Credits (a JV company formed by local councils) expects to shortly start selling “credits” to developers to offset the impact of new housing on nutrient levels. The EDP has featured several stories which explain the rationale for the local pig farm scheme.

Night Time Speeding on B1113
Cllr Jim Webber has spoken with Pc James Smith about these repeated speed and noise infringements. The Pc is newly appointed and is only recently been aware of the issue. He is contacting Lotus and has ideas for enforcement action. This initial call will be followed up.

Flooding on B1113
We spoke with NCC engineers and visited the Orsted site to see the steps taken to try and contain the water from the site and nearby fields. Recent conditions have been exceptional, but we remain concerned about the capacity of the drainage system below the Orsted site to cope with the rain we are seeing.

Vehicle-Related Public Spaces Protection Order
SNC Cabinet has endorsed the proposed PSPO including the extension to 7 days a week as proposed by Swardeston PC (inter alia). Following approval by Council, it is expected to come into force in early 2024.

Sale of Long Stratton Building
The sale of South Norfolk House was discussed at a meeting of the Council on 7 November. Agreement was narrowly reached to sell the premises to the preferred bidder. The sale is expected to complete before end January 2024. The proposal is to build c50 new bungalows on the site.

Grants 
Applications for Pride in Place grants must be in by end January 2024.  Grants can be made for capital projects (up to £25,000), revenue support for new activities or feasibility studies. Further details can be found on the SNC website or from one of the councillors named below. . A reminder that Members Ward Grants for community organisations needing a small amount of financial help are also available.

Bob McClenning, Ian Spratt & Jim Webber

	
	Councillor Contact Details
	

	Cllr. Jim Webber
	jim.webber@southnorfolkandbraodland.gov.uk
	07394 323215

	Cllr. Ian Spratt	
	ian.spratt@southnorfolkandbraodland.gov.uk
	07554 668337

	Cllr. Bob McClenning
	bob.mcclenning@southnorfolkandbraodland.gov.uk
	07769 030926




