
	Swardeston Parish Council
Minutes of the April 2024 Parish Council Meeting
At Swardeston village hall, on Thursday 11th April 2024 at 7.30PM
Meeting 4/2024

	Present: 										
Members - Derek Barber, Graham Jermy, Justin Barber, Wendy Middleton, Dominic Everett and 
Nigel Legg 
Cllr Webber and Cllr McClenning
Clerk - Carole Jowett
Representatives from Orsted
29 members of the public attended

	1. 

	To consider apologies for absence
There were no apologies for absence.
	


	2. 
	To co-opt member to fill vacancy following election 
There were no nominations to fill the vacancy. 
	

	3. 
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda
There were no declarations of interest. 
	


	4. 
	To receive an update and pose questions to representatives of Orsted
3 parish councillors from Swardeston had approached Orsted and as a result a meeting had taken place at the construction site with Orsted and their contractors. An invite had been accepted to attend a parish council meeting and had asked for questions to be sent in advance. 
The community liaison officer for the cable route and substation, the on-site manager and the manager from Hitachi were in attendance. 
The main issue raised was the issue of water on the B1113 causing significant problems. The company had been working with the lead local flooding agency (LLFA)to seek approval to feed water into the ponds.  
A major cause of the flooding was from the A47, the attenuation ponds built for the road drainage had not been maintained and a lack of highways infrastructure was the main cause of the issues. The LLFA had suggested some changes but Orsted would have to pay. 
It was suggested that the removal of soil could have added to the problem. 
The gullies had not been cleared by the staggered junction and this was a highways responsibility. 
It was asked if this had been identified prior to works commencing but it was confirmed this was not known at the DCO stage. No CCTV had been done at that time, the understanding had been that the council had assured there would be no issues. Surface water management was done in the planning stage with discharge to the gulley system. 
Orsted had commissioned Hitachi to build the substation. They had constructed 2 ponds with permanent pumping in place. They had tankered of 10.2m litres at great cost and in future when the ponds were full they would continue to tanker off site. It is not known when the LLFA would deal with the drainage issue. 
The Orsted site was totally disconnected from the drainage system. The water was coming off the A47 and not construction site. Highways should maintain the attenuation pond but currently the water from the road has nowhere to go. 
It was clarified that the parish council had raised flooding issues with The Planning Inspectorate but the LLFA had said it was OK. 
Concerns were expressed that when the construction was complete and if the issues were not resolved the Orsted site could still connect to drains however Norfolk County Council was pushing Orsted to make an alternate scheme. 
The road verges and banks were getting washed away leaving tree roots exposed undermining safety of the trees but these issues rested with Norfolk County Council. 
Cllr Webber said he had found Orsted to be open and transparent and that despite several attempts to get Norfolk County Council engaged over the effect on the roads. 
A temporary solution was in place and plans were in progress to crate specific surface water management including creating 3 underground attenuation tanks and then a controlled release of 15 litres per second into the water course for the built substation but the Orsted expressed concern that Norfolk County Council was not dealing with the issues on the B1113. 
Orsted would feed this back to Norfolk County Council and the LLFA it was stated that highways should be required to attend the next meeting to account for themselves. 
Cllr McClenning said Norfolk County Council had not engaged and whilst the weather has been extreme it needed to be addressed before the next winter. 
One of the temporary ponds was on leased lands and could not continue on a permanent basis and the other one was not viable and maintenance would be required. 
Landscaping plans were mainly plantation but more elevated bunds would be constructed to improve screening but the company was avoiding taking away soil for maximum screening, bunding and planation. The ponds would be replaced by 3 underground tanks holding 1.5 million litres. 
Road sweeping was a requirement of the DCO once per day if required. 
There would be the potential to engage the new MP after the general election. 
There would be no viewing tower despite some expectations. 
The removed hedging would not be replaced.
The landscaping plan was on the South Norfolk Council website and had been updated following feedback from the landscaping officer. Everything outside the construction site would be reinstated with equivalent or better options and the company would work with landowners for ongoing management. There would be a 10-year management plan in place once construction was completed. 
The smooth embankment on A47 was permanent and would be planted up. Surplus material would be kept to reengineer around the site as there could be settlement. Not much bunding could be done on the northern side due to the site drop off. 
There would be 2 battery sites separate from the substation, the design would not be available until October. 
There would be 5 buildings on each of the battery storage sites and plans had been submitted to South Norfolk Council planning: drawings for the discharge of DCO issues and converter stations. This was because they were 2 totally different projects so whist it would need to refer to the converter, they were different issues. 
The perimeter fencing would be post and rail and there would be palisade and electric fences inside these. 
It was clarified that only the substation would be divested once complete as it was not legal to own the wind farm and the substation.  
Complaints were raised about light pollution and it was confirmed that this was temporary. A specific issue with one resident had been resolved. 
Lighting was required for security but the company would be happy to deal with any problems. There were restrictions on lighting and it was controlled.
The lighting would not be there once completed and main construction usually lasted  approx. 2 – 2.5 years max. 
There had been a rumour that a landowner had done a deal to run drainage through their land and it was confirmed this was true but was temporary. The permanent line would take a similar route and this was the only option available as it was not possible to discharge into rivers. Nothing was decided and agreements would need to be worked up. 
The drawings submitted to South Norfolk Council showed 2 sets one green and one with 2 tone grey – it was confirmed the grey one was the correct one but needed to be resubmitted.
The height of building would be 18.5m not the 25m expected. The cladding would be composite. 
More communication was requested and it was confirmed a monthly update would be sent to stakeholders and newsletters would be available that people could register for via email Community @hornsea3.co.uk or phone - 0800 158 2354
	

	5. 
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and district/county councillor reports
Public Participation
No issues were raised.
Councillor reports 
Cllr Webber reported that smaller build proposals were coming out of the local plan and there was an issue with the lack of a 5-year land supply as the nutrient neutrality had meant the land supply had not been met. 
A suggestion had been made that skips could be put in hot spots to reduce fly-tipping. 
Cllr McClenning expressed thanks to the chairman for the excellent meeting 
	


	6. 
	To confirm minutes of the last meeting held on 14th March 2024 and review matters arising.
The minutes of the March meeting were proposed as an accurate record by Mr J Barber, Mrs Middleton seconded the proposal, which was agreed, and the chairman signed them.  
Matters arising
Clerk had sent nominees for the village hall trustees. 
The play inspection had been booked and confirmed. 
	


	7. 
	To consider possible road-crossing options for Main Road and issues with speeding traffic
The parish council was on the list for a traffic survey and had secured more funding than expected. Survey was expected to be quite soon but results could take some time. 
The payment of the parish partnership bid had been made. 
	

	8. 

	To consider any action on national energy infrastructure projects
National Grid stat consultation launched 12/04/24 to 18/06/24. This would be on May agenda
	


	9. 
	To consider and agree to register for a .Gov.uk domain name
Mr J Barber proposed the parish council register for funding and a domain name, Mr Everett seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed. 
	
CJ

	10. 
	To receive an update on the defibrillator
The defibrillator had been checked and the Circuit updated  on 10th April 2024.
	

	11. 
	Finance	
11.1 To review and agree financial statement to 11th April 2024
The financial statement was reviewed. Mr J Barber proposed it was accepted as a true record of the accounts, this was seconded by Mr Jermy and unanimously agreed.
11.2 To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget
BACS		£209.42	Norfolk ALC		Membership fee
BACS		£70.00	Norfolk ALC		Website hosting fee
BACS		£115.16	C Jowett		Clerks salary 
BACS			£76.40	HMRC			PAYE 			
Mr J Barber proposed the payments be made, Mrs Middleton seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed.
			




	12. 
	To consider correspondence received 
There were no items to discuss.
	

	13. 
	To adjourn the meeting for public participation
Notification of the Norwich to Tilbury electricity connection consultation had been received and would be added to the May meeting agenda. 
Notification of a consultation on the introduction of a 20mph speed limit in Bobbins Way had been received but closed on 9/5/24. The clerk would respond that there was no objection. 
	

CJ


CJ

	14. 
	To agree agenda items for the next meeting on 9th May 2024 at 7:30 
To consider any action on national energy infrastructure projects 
To consider possible road-crossing options for the Main Road and issues with speeding traffic
To confirm the check on the defibrillator
To agree any comments on the Norwich to Tilbury electricity connection consultation
May meeting 
To consider and agree planting using the clean-up and bloom grant (MAY)
To review the draft biodiversity action plan (MAY)

The meeting closed at 21:25 pm
	

	

Signed: Mr D Barber
Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
https://swardeston-parish-council.norfolkparishes.gov.uk





								Appendix a
District Councillors’ Report for Swardeston Parish Council – 11 April 2024
Grants
Applications for member ward grants for the 24/25 period reopen on 6th May. Applications for larger Communities Action Fund grants (£1,000 to £15,000) also open on that day. 
Leadership of South Norfolk Council
Following his elevation to the peerage, Lord Fuller has resigned as leader of the Conservative Group of Councillors and has announced that he will stand down as Leader of the Council. Cllr. Elmer has been elected leader of the Conservative Group and is expected to be elected leader at the May Council meeting. 
Greater Norwich Local Plan
The plan has now been adopted by all parties and is now influencing planning decisions. Adoption of the plan means that the Council is now considered to have a 5-year land supply in respect of new planning applications for housing; applications before 20 December 2023 may be able to benefit from the land supply problem created by nutrient neutrality. GNLP Policy 7.5 is expected to lead to an increase in small scale self-build and custom build applications (up to 3 units) within or close to the edge of settlement boundaries. Applications would still have to meet other planning policies. 
Food Waste Collection
The Council is required to introduce a weekly food waste collection service by end March 2026. Some areas may start before this date. In Broadland a food collection service operates already; South Norfolk expects to follow a similar operating model:  homes receive a small caddy for use in the home and a larger bin put outside for collection. 
While some Government funding is being provided, this will not cover all set up and operating costs and there are expected to be financial implications for the Council. Options and costs for the service are being developed; there may be implications for development of the Ketteringham site.
Fly Tipping
At the recent Cleaner, Safer Environment committee meeting, it was stated that there were 780 reported fly tips in South Norfolk in 2023. Cllr Ian Spratt suggested consideration be given to the introduction of Community Skips placed close to identified ‘hotspots’ to encourage the public to responsibly dispose of larger waste items. This system has worked in London Boroughs. Feedback on the idea would be welcome.
Long Stratton by-pass 
Work has started on the by-pass.
Flooding on B1113 
Nothing to report. To date we have still had no response from either County Councillor Daniel Elmer or Graham Plant, cabinet lead for Highways, Infrastructure and Transport. 
South Norfolk Community Awards
Nominations for Community Awards are now open until 19th May 2024,
  South Norfolk Community Awards 2024 – Broadland and South Norfolk (southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk)
Pride in Place Awards
The third and final round of awards has now closed. Over the 3 rounds over £1 million has been allocated to communities across Broadland and South Norfolk. Consideration is now turning to a possible replacement scheme.
 ‘Norwich to Tilbury’ Update
The formal consultation for this project opened on 10th April and closes on Tuesday 18th June. Full information can be found on the National Grid’s consultation website.
There are three consultation events in Norfolk:

Ashwellthorpe, Thorpe Hall		Thursday       9 May 1-6pm		
Tibenham, Community Hall   		Friday           10 May 1-6pm
Diss, Football Club			Wednesday 15 May 1-6 pm
There are also a series of on-line webinars (sign up here ) at 6pm in the evening. Those on 17 April, 29 May and 12 June (all Wednesdays) are most relevant to people living locally.
Finally, documents can be inspected at Long Stratton Library and Norwich Library.
There are few changes to the 2023 consultation, but the following may be of interest:
· 6 pylons immediately to the South of the Norwich substation have been moved westwards to higher ground, increasing the visibility of the 50m high pylons but avoiding the proposed battery storage facility near the substation; and
· an alternative to pylons for the Waveney Valley is being consulted upon to mitigate the landscape, heritage and recreational amenity effects of the pylons. This would involve underground cabling for 2km and new CSE compounds at either end of the underground section to connect to the pylons.
The consultation does not consider the viable alternative of underground HVDC cables, which was considered in the recent ESO Report.
PylonsEastAnglia are continuing to develop their campaign against the pylon proposals and have put together some high-level advice for Parish Council’s wishing to object to the Norwich Tilbury proposal. For further information visit https://pylonseastanglia.co.uk/actions .

Bob McClenning, Ian Spratt & Jim Webber

	
	Councillor Contact Details
	

	Cllr. Jim Webber
	  jim.webber@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07394 323215

	Cllr. Ian Spratt	
	ian.spratt@southnorfolkandbraodland.gov.uk
	07554 668337

	Cllr. Bob McClenning
	bob.mcclenning@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07769 030926






