
	Swardeston Parish Council
Minutes of the November 2024 Parish Council Meeting
At Swardeston village hall, on Thursday 14th November 2024 at 7.30PM
Meeting 11/2024

	Present: 										
Members - Derek Barber, Graham Jermy, Justin Barber, Dominic Everett and Nigel Legg 
Clerk - Carole Jowett
2 members of the public attended

	1. 

	To consider apologies for absence
There were no apologies for absence.
	


	2. 
	To co-opt member to fill vacancy following election 
There were no nominations to fill the vacancy. 
	

	3. 
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda
There were no declarations of interest made. 
	


	4. 
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and district/county councillor reports
Public Participation
A question was asked about the village hall payment which would be fully explained in agenda item 11.2.
Councillor reports 
Cllr Webber had sent a report which is attached at appendix a to these minutes. 
	


	5. 
	To confirm minutes of the meeting held on 12th September 2024 and review matters arising
The minutes of the October meeting were proposed as an accurate record by Mr J Barber, Mr Jermy seconded the proposal, which was agreed. They were signed by the chairman.  
Matters arising
The play area hedge had been cut.
Dr Legg was in the process of being set up as an additional signatory.
The bank balances would be checked once each quarter commencing in January via online banking at the meeting to comply with the financial regulations.
It was agreed to use one hard disk to start backing up Dropbox and a second would only be purchased if it became necessary.
	


	6. 
	To consider the Norfolk Minerals and Waste Local Plan - Publication of proposed Main Modifications and Additional Modifications Invitation to make representations
It was agreed that no comments would be submitted. 
	

	7. 
	To consider and agree action on B1113/A47 issues 
No updates had been received.
	

	8. 
	To review and agree comments on any planning applications received 
No applications had been received.
	


	9. 
	To review and agree governance documents:
9.1 Business continuity plan
The plan had been circulated in advance of the meeting. 
The plan was reviewed and changes were agreed. Mr J Barber proposed the amended version be adopted; Mr Jermy seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed. 
9.2 Grievance policy
The policy had been circulated. 
Mr J Barber proposed that the policy be adopted and Dr Legg seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed. 
	






	10. 
	To receive an update on the defibrillator
The defibrillator had been checked and the Circuit had been updated.
	

	11. 
	Finance	
11.1	To review and agree financial statement to 10th October 2024
The Boston Bulb company invoice had been paid twice in error a refund had been requested. 
The financial statement was reviewed and Mr J Barber proposed it be accepted as a true record of the accounts, Mr Everett seconded the proposal and it was unanimously agreed.
11.2 To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget
	BACS	£161.16		C Jowett		Clerks salary 
	BACS	£106.80		HMRC		PAYE 
BACS	£1456.95		Village Hall trustees	Village Hall project 
BACS	£tbc		Julian Vincent-Bunn	Hedge cutting
	Mr J Barber proposed the payments be made, Mrs Middleton seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed.
	It was agreed that the hedge cutting bill could be paid once the invoice was received and had been circulated for agreement by email. 	
	Mr Jermy would circulate the works schedule for the village hall project to give clarity of the planned phases.
	

	15 
	To consider correspondence received 
Lloyds Bank had notified that the business banking resolution service was closing with effect from 13th December 2024.   
Lloyds Bank would transfer the parish council’s accounts to community accounts and would introduce monthly fees of £4.25 per account per month.
	

	16 
	To adjourn the meeting for public participation
No issues were raised. 
	

	17 
	To agree agenda items for the next meeting on 12th December 2024 at 7:30 
To review and set budget requirements for 2025/26
To consider any action on national energy infrastructure projects 
To confirm the check on the defibrillator
To review and agree comments on any planning application received
The meeting closed at 20:55pm
	

	
Signed: Mr D Barber
Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
https://swardestonparish.gov.uk 



		


						Appendix a
District Councillors’ Report for Swardeston Parish Council – 14 November 2024
Grants
Member Ward Grants for 2024/25 have been fully reserved. Requests for future support with small projects (up to £1,000 usually) to benefit the local community can be made to your District Councillors. 
Flooding on B1113  
Our informal understanding is that the Environmental Agency has now given its approval to the temporary drainage proposal to take water from the Orsted site to the pond near the junction with Keswick Low Road.  
We have received no follow up from the County Council regarding improving the A47 drainage system near the bridge over the B1113.
We encourage residents to log problems on the B1113 on the Highways website and to report problems to us. Photographic evidence is always helpful (but stay safe)
Defibrillator Grants
The charity LondonHearts has received an award from the Dep. Of Health & Social Care to install 1,100 defibrillators. Matched funding of £750 is required. Applications via http://www.defibgrant.co.uk/.
South Norfolk Planning – Suspension of Pre-Application Advice
The planning team is currently experiencing a very high workload resulting from the number and complexity of planning applications and enquiries being submitted. It has therefore reluctantly suspended our Pre-Application Advice service until January 2025.Due to a high volume of enquiries. Residents should still be able to have a short phone conversation with a planning officer for informal advice.
South Norfolk and Broadland Community Link Network
This network is designed to bring together people who serve as community leaders and volunteers with voluntary groups and organisations. The objective is to encourage communication, collaboration, and support within the voluntary, community, and social enterprise sector. Membership is open to anyone who is part of a group and to residents interested in learning more about opportunities in the voluntary sector. 
To find out more please email: communities@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk or call 01603 430431.
South Norfolk and Broadland Business Awards
Nominations are open for the different categories of awards available. Nominations close on 13th December 2024.
Further information from: SNC Business Award Link
‘Norwich to Tilbury’ Update
National Grid has announced that it is now be undertaking a number of surveys along the proposed route of the pylons, to help refine and complete its application for planning permission (known as a Development Consent Order or DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate in Summer 2025.
PylonsEastAnglia are continuing to campaign against the pylon proposals. For further information visit https://pylonseastanglia.co.uk/actions 

Bob McClenning, Ian Spratt & Jim Webber

	
	Councillor Contact Details
	

	Cllr. Jim Webber
	  jim.webber@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07394 323215

	Cllr. Ian Spratt	
	ian.spratt@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07554 668337

	Cllr. Bob McClenning
	bob.mcclenning@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07769 030926




Extract from Design Code Consultation
The Consultation considers four classifications of settlement pattern in South Norfolk:
· Norwich Fringe Settlements including Costessey, Cringleford & Trowse;
· Market Towns & Key Service Centres including Wymondham and Hethersett;
· Medium & Large Villages including Mulbarton, Wreningham & Ashwellthorpe; and
· Dispersed Settlements & Countryside including smaller villages such as East Carleton and Hethel.
Swardeston is classified in the Medium & Large Village Category. The issues and opportunities for these villages are suggested to be:
Key issues:
· Safety/attractiveness of pedestrian and active travel routes
· Loss of mature landscape features (e.g. hedgerows)
· Speed of vehicle traffic (particularly at edges of villages), and congestion on wider street network
Key opportunities: 
· Retain ‘rural’ character of village, for example the importance of village greens/centres
· Use of locally distinctive, traditional materials (e.g. red brick, flint etc)
· Views and visual impact to local landmarks (particularly with regards to local landmarks e.g. windmills/churches)
· Retain and enhance physical and visual connection to the countryside
· Protecting and enhancing the significance of heritage assets and their setting (e.g. listed buildings, farmhouses etc) – protecting views from these to the countryside. Any architectural response to adjacent listed buildings must be carefully considered (not pastiche). 
· Varied typologies - design approach to new development may result in more variation in patterns of development e.g. courtyards, farmsteads
· Improved connections to centres/services
· ‘Gateways’ into the villages to address congestion and speed of vehicles (positioning/placement of housing – using the built form to mark the transition into a village)
· Reinforcing status/identity of villages (e.g. signs, heritage, use of colour, white marker stones)



