District Councillors’ Report for Swardeston Parish Council – 12 September 2024

Grants
At present Member Ward Grants for 2024/25 have been fully reserved. Requests for future support with small projects (up to £1,000 usually) to benefit the local community can be made to your District Councillors. 

Flooding on B1113  
A meeting has been arranged by your District Councillors with Highways to discuss flooding on the B1113 at Swardeston. This is at 1pm on Friday 13th September. County Councillors Daniel Elmer and Graham Plant, cabinet lead for Highways, Infrastructure and Transport, have been invited. Representatives of local Parish Councils have been invited to attend.

Hornes 3 Converter Station
Hornsea 3 Converter Station
Orsted have indicated to your District Councillors that cabling to the site will be delivered between July and October 2025. The full update received from Orsted is included below.

National Planning Policy Consultation
The Government is consulting on proposed changes to the National Planning Policy Framework. This includes changes to the target number of houses that each area is expected to build, with the aim of building 1.5 million new homes over the next 5 years. The proposed standard method would require 2,647 new homes per year in the Greater Norwich Local Plan area, representing an increase of 721 houses (37%) over the recently approved local plan. 

Village Clusters Update
The South Norfolk Village Clusters Housing Allocations Plan (VCHAP) Regulation 19 Pre-submission Addendum was published on Monday 12 August and runs through to 5pm on Monday 7 October 2024. This is the final consultation before the VCHAP is submitted to the Inspector.
The plan includes two sites in Swardeston. The latest amendment includes an increased housing allocation for the site at the corner of Main Road and Gowthorpe Lane.
During the consultation period, the proposed Addendum and supporting information is available at the Millenium Library, Norwich and online at:https://www.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk/emerging-local-plan/south-norfolk-village-clusters-housing-allocations-plan .

Bleed Kits
South Norfolk Council has agreed to provide bleed kits for each of its Leisure Centre. This follows an approach to a Councillor from the mother of a youth killed in a knife attack in Wymondham. The kit includes equipment to stem the flow of blood as a result of serious injury, which might be work or sports related. The objective of a bleed kit is to reduce the l stem the flow of blood following a traumatic injury incurred through accident or attack. Ideally kits will be in places that are publicly accessible – as many defibrillators are. More information is available from the Daniel Baird Foundation at this link: https://controlthebleed.org.uk/ .

Wymondham Public Realm Improvements
Wymondham Town Council and South Norfolk Council are working together to improve the public realm in Wymondham town centre with a budget of nearly £1 million. The project is still in its early stages, and the councils are seeking input from local residents, businesses and visitors on how to best to invest. More information and a short online consultation can be found here: https://www.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk/news/article/488/consultation-on-wymondham-improvements-now-open

‘Norwich to Tilbury’ Update
The consultation on the proposed pylon scheme has now closed. National Grid is considering responses. It plans to submit its final proposals in an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate in 2025.

 PylonsEastAnglia are continuing to campaign against the pylon proposals. For further information visit https://pylonseastanglia.co.uk/actions 
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Full Update from Orsted Hornsea 3 Project

The following update was received from Orsted on 15th August 2024.

“DC cabling is due to be delivered from the main compound in Oulton to the local area July – October 2025. Due to the nature of the work being carried out, these deliveries require the use of larger specialised vehicles called abnormal loads. For the duration of the journey, the abnormal loads will be escorted by Norfolk Police. 

At least two weeks prior to the abnormal load deliveries commencing in this area, information will issued via an Advance Work Notice (AWN). AWNs are the preferred method of proactive communications between the Project and the local community. To date, Orsted have issued over 130 AWNs proactively informing residents of forthcoming activities in affected local areas.

Orsted will also be conducting additional abnormal load movements to transport equipment to the Onshore Converter Station. These abnormal load deliveries are expected in 2025. As with the DC cabling deliveries, these will require a police escort, Orsted will inform the local community at least two weeks prior to these movements via an AWN.

Regarding potential upcoming works along the B1113, Orsted are required to reinstate areas of land that have been temporarily used for the construction phase – including the access point near the A47 on the western side of the road leading to our onshore cable route. The access point leading to the Onshore converter site is required for continued access to and from the facility and therefore shall remain in place. We shall undertake these works during the planned reinstatement phase in this area, expected in 2026/7.
There might be some instances where the owners of the land wish to keep the access points that we have installed, rather than have them reinstated. In these instances, additional planning permission will be required, and the appropriate consents acquired.”
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