
	Swardeston Parish Council
Minutes of the August 2024 Parish Council Meeting
At Swardeston village hall, on Thursday 8th August 2024 at 7.30PM
Meeting 8/2024

	Present: 										
Members - Derek Barber, Graham Jermy, Justin Barber, and Nigel Legg 

Cllr Webber 
Clerk - Carole Jowett
1 members of the public attended

	1. 

	To consider apologies for absence
Mrs Middleton and Mr Everett had sent their apologies for absence which were accepted.
	


	2. 
	To co-opt member to fill vacancy following election 
There were no nominations to fill the vacancy. 
	

	3. 
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda
There were no declarations of interest. 
	


	4. 
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and district/county councillor reports
Public Participation
No Issues were raised.
Councillor reports 
Cllr Webber had sent a report which is attached at appendix a to these minutes. 
There was a question about the measurement quoted for solar panels but this had been copied from South Norfolk website. 
Mr D Barber said that the mention of the wind farms in the letter to Graham Plant was not correct, the issue lay with National Highways and the Norfolk County Council.
	


	5. 
	To confirm minutes of the meeting held on 11th July 2024 and review matters arising
The minutes of the July meeting were proposed as an accurate record by Mr J Barber, Dr Legg seconded the proposal, which was agreed, and they were signed by the chairman.  
Matters arising
War memorial had been cleaned and the missing letters would be replaced in the coming days. 
	


	6. 
	To review the draft biodiversity action plan
Mr J Barber had circulated a draft policy and it was proposed by Mr D Barber that the plan be adopted by Mr Jermy and unanimously agreed. 
	

	7. 
	To consider the consultation on District-wide Design Code for South Norfolk and Broadland districts
It was agreed not to submit a response.
	

	8. 
	To consider the South Norfolk Village Clusters Housing Allocations Plan and agree any response
This had not been published and put back until 12th August 2024, this would be discussed at the next meeting.
	

	9. 
	To consider planting arrangements for the clean-up and bloom grant 
Once the bulbs were delivered a test of the proposed process would take place and discussed further at the next meeting. 
	

	10. 
	To discuss the potential of creating a conservation area in the parish
The conservation officer had responded stating that whilst there were old houses in the proposed area there were also many that were not. It was clear that the district council had no will to create a conservation area in Swardeston. 
The response conservation officer’s response would be sent to Cllr Webber and he agreed to ask some questions.
	


	11. 
	To consider and agree action on B1113/A47 issues 
There were no updates on this issue.
	

	12. 
	To review and agree comments on any planning applications received including 
2024/1677 - amended
Location: House on the Hill  Main Road Swardeston NR14 8DU
Proposal: Single storey side extension with 3 No. Roof lights, conversion of garage to gym and internal alterations
It was proposed by Mr J Barber not to submit any comments, Mr Jermy seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed. 
	





	13. 
	To review and agree governance documents:
13.1 Standing orders 
These would be updated to reflect the financial regulations and circulated in advance of the next meeting.
13.2 Financial regulations
The draft had been circulated, further feedback was required. This document would be reviewed at the meeting.
13.3 Code of conduct 
This would be reviewed at the next meeting.
13.4	13.4	Anti-bribery policy
This would be reviewed at the next meeting.
	

	14. 
	To review the annual play area inspection and agree any action
The clerk had written to the village hall trustees about the uneven paving at the back of the village hall, no response had yet been received.
The weeds in the rubber surface would be treated after the school holidays. 
The work done by the installer that had been mandated by South Norfolk had been substandard resulting in work to be carried out to rectify the rubber surface.
A quote had been received from Action Play and Leisure for £675.00 + VAT to repair the rubber mulch around the spinner. 
Mr J Barber proposed that this work be commissioned to be paid out of CIL, Mr Jermy seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed. 
A touch up was required on the tunnel on the multi-play unit. 
	

	15. 
	To check the new domain name is complete and email addresses in use
It was confirmed that everyone was using the new .gov.uk email addresses.
	

	16. 
	To consider and agree to purchase additional litter bins and agree locations
It suggested that three new bins should be purchased and sited as follows:
The first to be placed by the car park near the road but on the grass. 
The second one be placed next to the dog bin opposite the pond.
The third one be placed on low common next to the dog bin.
A decision would be taken at the next meeting. 
	

	17. 
	To consider possible road-crossing options for Main Road and issues with speeding traffic
There were no updates on this issue.
	

	18. 
	To consider any action on national energy infrastructure projects
Orsted would be attending the September meeting, any questions should be sent to the chairman in advance of the meeting. Mulbarton, Keswick and Intwood and East Carleton and Ketteringham councillors had been invited,
	

	19. 
	To receive an update on the defibrillator
The defibrillator would be checked on 9th August 2024 and the Circuit would be updated.
	

	20. 
	To consider the parish partnership scheme and agree any requirements
This would be reconsidered at the October meeting.
	

	21. 
	Finance	
21.1	To review and agree financial statement to 11th July 2024
The financial statement was reviewed and Mr J Barber proposed it be accepted as a true record of the accounts, Dr Legg seconded the proposal and they were unanimously agreed.
21.2 To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget
BACS	£19.29	D Barber	3x auger spiral drill bits
BACS	£229.50	Norse Eastern 	Play area/bus shelter
	BACS		£115.16	C Jowett	Clerks salary 
	BACS			£76.40	HMRC	PAYE 	
	BACS 			£19.25. 	D Barber 	Weed killer
Mr J Barber proposed the payments be made, Dr Legg seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed.
	

	22. 
	To consider correspondence received 
Public notices had been received from South Norfolk Council and a request made that  be displayed in public places. 
Mulbarton clerk had emailed as they had had some residents asking if the 40mph zone between Swardeston and Mulbarton could be reduced to 30mph and asked if Swardeston Parish Council would work with Mulbarton to get the speed limit reduced. 
After discussion the clerk was asked to respond and explain that the parish council supported this reduction but at present was actively pursuing speed reduction measures within the parish. There was no objection to Swardeston Parish Council being named in any request submitted. 
	

	23. 
	To adjourn the meeting for public participation
Mr Jermy gave an update on the village hall grant applications. Five had been applied for and 2 had been 2 rejected. They had up to date financial records, projected cash flow and sustainability information. 
Stage 1 £108K with a10% contingency – several improvements were included. 
Stage 2 would be to install solar panels and upgrade heating
It was expected that all grant applications would be decided in the coming weeks. 
	

	24. 
	To agree agenda items for the next meeting on 12th September 2024 at 7:30 
To consider Reg.19 Pre-submission Addendum consultation and agree any comments
To review and agree governance documents
To consider any action on national energy infrastructure projects 
To consider possible road-crossing options for the Main Road and issues with speeding traffic
To confirm the check on the defibrillator
To consider and agree planting using the clean-up and bloom grant 
To consider and agree action on B1113/A47 issues 
To review and agree comments on any planning application received
To consider and agree to purchase additional litter bins and agree locations
The meeting closed at 21:30pm
	

	
Signed: Mr D Barber
Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
https://swardestonparish.gov.uk 



								Appendix a
District Councillors’ Report for Swardeston Parish Council – 8 August 2024
Grants
At present Member Ward Grants for 2024/25 have been fully reserved. Requests for future support with small projects (up to £1,000 usually) to benefit the local community can be made to your District Councillors. 
Flooding on B1113  
To date we have still had no response from either County Councillor Daniel Elmer or Graham Plant, cabinet lead for Highways, Infrastructure and Transport. 
Hornsea 3 Converter Station
Orsted have indicated that cabling to the site will be delivered between July and October 2025. An update on indicative dates for transformer delivery is expected soon.
Natural Flood Management
Councillors attended the session on Natural Flood Management at the Town & Parish Forum on Wednesday 7th August. Speakers from the Environment Agency and Natural England explained how farmers and landowners can use natural methods to reduce the flow of water into watercourses and indicated some of the financial incentives available. 
Electric Vehicle Charge Points and Solar Panel Grants
South Norfolk Council is offering Parish Councils and community associations (eg village halls) grants of up to £10,000 for installation of an EV charge point and up to £10,000 for installation of roof based solar panels of at least 4kVp. Applications close on 29th November. There is no requirement for any matched funding. Grants are not available towards the cost of battery storage.
https://www.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk/car-parks/electric-charging-points/2
Glass bottle recycling scheme 
The glass bottle recycling adopter scheme is being promoted by South Norfolk Council. Parish councils are requested to complete the following survey if they have not already done so: https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=ikQbvZ9SBEqkIb1K4febsPDobLVQ-6RNnZ4ywuLSvP1UMzhSUTJDSTdWU0I2T0s0QTVOWEZLM0FVOC4u
Housing Allocation Policy
The Council has agreed a revised Housing Policy Allocation which reflects the shortage of social housing in South Norfolk (and elsewhere), the growing numbers of people on the register and the lack of movement on the register. An additional prioritisation category has been introduced, and criteria for joining the register have been tightened – notably the local connection and family connection tests. Residents on the list will be reassessed in accordance with their usual 2 year review timetable. The changes will enable the following groups to be prioritised: leavers from the care system under the age of 25, and individuals moving from 3+ bedroom properties to smaller properties.
‘Norwich to Tilbury’ Update
The consultation on the proposed pylon scheme has now closed. National Grid is considering responses. It plans to submit its final proposals in an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate in 2025.
PylonsEastAnglia are continuing to campaign against the pylon proposals. For further information visit https://pylonseastanglia.co.uk/actions 

Bob McClenning, Ian Spratt & Jim Webber



	
	Councillor Contact Details
	

	Cllr. Jim Webber
	  jim.webber@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07394 323215

	Cllr. Ian Spratt	
	ian.spratt@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07554 668337

	Cllr. Bob McClenning
	bob.mcclenning@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07769 030926





