
	Swardeston Parish Council
Minutes of the July 2024 Parish Council Meeting
At Swardeston village hall, on Thursday 11th July 2024 at 7.30PM
Meeting 7/2024

	Present: 										
Members - Derek Barber, Graham Jermy, Justin Barber, Wendy Middleton, Dominic Everett and 
Nigel Legg 
Cllr Webber 
Clerk - Carole Jowett
2 members of the public attended

	1. 

	To consider apologies for absence
There were no apologies for absence.
	


	2. 
	To co-opt member to fill vacancy following election 
There were no nominations to fill the vacancy. 
	

	3. 
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda
There were no declarations of interest. 
	


	4. 
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and district/county councillor reports
Public Participation
No Issues were raised.
Councillor reports 
Cllr Webber had sent a report which is attached at appendix a to these minutes.
	


	5. 
	To confirm minutes of the meeting held on 13th June 2024 and review matters arising
The minutes of the July meeting were proposed as an accurate record by Mrs Middleton, Dr Legg seconded the proposal, which was agreed, and they were signed by the chairman.  
Matters arising
The war memorial work would commence on 29th July 2024, a deposit of £660.00 had been paid and it was agreed that the balance would be paid on satisfactory completion of the work, if necessary, before the next meeting.
The village hall trustees were considering installing an electric vehicle charging point.  
	


	6. 
	To agree plan for bulb planting for the clean-up and bloom grant and the purchase of augers
Delivery could be in September and payment could be required in advance of a meeting. It was agreed that payment could be made when necessary. 
Mr J Barber proposed that 3 augers at a cost of £6.43 each be purchased to assist with the planting, Mrs Middleton seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed.  
	

	7. 
	To review the draft biodiversity action plan
Mr D Barber suggested that the documents “Caring for God's Acre” and the “Eco Church initiative” be referenced in the Swardeston Churchyard section to provide the PCC with some guidance. 
Some amendments to the draft were discussed and it was agreed that the plan would be updated and circulated for agreement at the next meeting. 
	

	8. 
	To discuss the potential of creating a conservation area in the parish
The conservation officer at South Norfolk had responded to an email from the clerk.  He had referred to an 1880 map of the village , presumably suggesting this date could be the divide between “old” and “new”. 
Cllr Webber said he had spoken to the officer and suggested the case be put to a committee but was told that was not realistic but said there could be some consideration given to progressing this. 
Mr D Barber had produced a map showing the old/new demarcation with three different possible Conservation Areas marked. It was agreed that the maps would be reviewed and sent to the conservation officer for his consideration.
Consideration would then be given to meeting him once the maps had been shared.
	


	9. 
	To consider and agree action on B1113/A47 issues 
Cllr Webber said that the 3 district councillors had been drafting a letter to go to the county council about the flooding on the B1113 and were asking parish councils to support this. It was agreed that Swardeston Parish Council would support this.
	

	10. 
	To review and agree comments on any planning applications received including 
10.1	2024/0483
	Location:   Hornsea Project Three Offshore Wind Farm    
Proposal:   National Infrastructure Development Consent Order for Hornsea Project Three Offshore Wind Farm (Planning Inspectorate Reference: EN010080)
Full discharge of requirements (conditions) for Provision of (18) Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP)
There were no alterations that affected Swardeston and the original objections still stood. The roads are too narrow for 4 axle HGVs. The cable drums are 3.5m wide weigh 50 tonnes each and are wider than most of the local roads. 
Mr J Barber proposed that the concerns raised in the previous comments be resubmitted and a request made for advance notice on plans and timescales for daily movements, this was unanimously agreed.
10.2	2024/1694
	Location:  House On The Hill  Main Road Swardeston NR14 8DU
	Proposal: Single storey side extension with 3 No. Roof lights, conversion of 			    garage to gym and internal alterations
The plan was reviewed, Mr J Barber proposed that no comments were submitted, Mr Everett seconded the proposal which was agreed. 
10.3 2024/1734
	Location:   Land East Of Main Road Swardeston Norfolk 
	Proposal: Variation of conditions of permission 2022/0867 	(Construction and operation of Energy Balancing Infrastructure (EBI) 	comprising energy storage technology, to form up to two areas of 	modular or containerised structures. To include containerised or 	modular battery array, transformers and inverter area, switchgear and 	control room building(s), connection of EBI plant to the Hornsea Three 	Onshore Converter Station (ONCS), required access and internal 	roads, drainage systems, perimeter and internal fences, and required 	external lighting and lightning pylons. Development is located within 	the Hornsea Three ONCS area as consented by the Hornsea Project 	Three Offshore Wind Farm Development Consent Order (DCO) in 	December 2020. The application is accompanied by an environmental 	statement.)- Condition 2 - Approved Plans, Condition 4 - Construction 	Traffic Management Plan, Condition 6 - Drainage Strategy, Condition 	7 - Code of Construction Practice, Condition 9 - Soft Landscape 	works, Condition 10 - Ecological Mitigation, Condition 11 - Tree 	Protection
A draft response that addressed the parish council’s concerns was considered and discussed. Mr J Barber proposed that the comments were submitted with the parish council’s objections, Mr Everett seconded the proposal which was agreed.
The clerk would submit the comments

10.4 2024/1543
	Location:   Land Adjacent To Norwich Main Substation Mangreen Swardeston 
Proposal:   Use of an additional triangular area of land for soil storage and	landscaping as part of the wider works for Orsted Hornsea		Project Three (EIA development)
	It was agreed that this was a positive application and supported 	the biodiversity plan to use a piece of land 
	It was agreed to support the application, the clerk would respond.
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	11 
	To review and agree the financial regulations 
Mr J Barber proposed he and Mr D Barber would go through the document and come up with a more finalised document for review at the next meeting and this was agreed.
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	12 	
	To review and agree standing orders
Mr J Barber proposed he and Mr D Barber would go through the document and come up with a more finalised document for review at the next meeting and this was agreed.
Mr D Barber said he had been drafting an anti-bribery policy and this would be considered at the next meeting. 
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	13 
	To check the new domain name is complete and email addresses in use
Dr Legg was still to convert to the new email address. This would be reviewed at the next meeting. 
Mr D Barber said that the website needed to be reviewed. 
	

	14 
	To consider and agree to purchase additional litter bins and agree locations
South Norfolk Council had agreed proposed locations. It was agreed to adjourn any decision to the next meeting,  
	

	15 
	To consider possible road-crossing options for Main Road and issues with speeding traffic
No updates had been received
	

	16 

	To consider any action on national energy infrastructure projects
There had been no updates but the recent change in government may lead to some changes.  
	


	17 
	To receive an update on the defibrillator
The defibrillator had been checked on 10th July 2024, the Circuit had been updated. 
	

	18 
	To review the annual play area inspection and agree any action
There were issues with grass and weeds growing through the rubber surfaces. Mr J Barber proposed that Pathclear be purchased to address the problem, Mr Jermy seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed. 
The cost was likely to be around £50.
There were some problems with the rubber surfaces due to poor workmanship from the company who installed it but which had since gone out of business. 
Action Play and Leisure had been to look at the issues and would submit a quote. 
The clerk would write to the village hall trustees about the uneven path alongside the village hall. 
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	19 
	To consider the parish partnership scheme and agree any requirements
This would be reconsidered at the October meeting. 
	

	20 
	Finance	
20.1 To review and agree financial statement to 11th July 2024
The financial statement was reviewed and Mrs Middleton proposed they be accepted as a true record of the accounts, Dr Legg seconded the proposal and they were unanimously agreed.
20.2 To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget
BACS	£229.50	Norse	Grounds maintenance
BACS	£120.00	Westcotec Ltd	Replacement bus stop sign
BACS	£120.00	D M Bracey	Annual play area inspection
	BACS		£115.16	C Jowett	Clerks salary 
	BACS			£76.40	HMRC	PAYE 	
	BACS 			£660.00 	H Brett 	Deposit for war memorial 
						(paid in advance of the meeting)
Mr J Barber proposed the payments be made, Mrs Middleton seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed.
			




	21 
	To consider correspondence received 
South Norfolk VCHAP Parish Council briefing - Reg. 19 Pre-submission Addendum consultation, this had been received earlier in the day and emailed to parish councillors, this would be considered at the August meeting.
South Norfolk Self and Custom Build Housing Register - Local Connection Eligibility Test Consultation. The information had been circulated in advance of the meeting. Following discussions, it was agreed that the parish council would not respond. 
	

	22 
	To adjourn the meeting for public participation
No issues were raised.
	

	23 
	To agree agenda items for the next meeting on 8th August 2024 at 7:30 
To consider Reg. 19 Pre-submission Addendum consultation and agree any comments
To review and agree the financial regulations, the code of conduct and anti-bribery policy 
To review the annual play area inspection and agree any action
To consider any action on national energy infrastructure projects 
To consider possible road-crossing options for the Main Road and issues with speeding traffic
To check the new domain name is complete and email addresses in use
To confirm the check on the defibrillator
To consider and agree planting using the clean-up and bloom grant 
To review and agree the biodiversity action plan 
To discuss the potential of creating a conservation area in the parish
To consider and agree action on B1113/A47 issues 
To review and agree comments on any planning application received
To consider and agree to purchase additional litter bins and agree locations
The meeting closed at 22:00pm
	

	

Signed: Mr D Barber
Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
https://swardestonparish.gov.uk 





								Appendix a
District Councillors’ Report for Swardeston Parish Council – 11 July 2024

Grants
Applications for member ward grants have now reopened. Contact your District Councillors for further information.
Flooding on B1113  
To date we have still had no response from either County Councillor Daniel Elmer or Graham Plant, cabinet lead for Highways, Infrastructure and Transport.
Supplementary Planning Document - Design Code
​ Following adoption of the Greater Norwich Plan, work is starting on the preparation of a Supplementary Planning Document to be entitled the South Norfolk Design Code. This will provide a set of illustrated design requirements that provide parameters for the physical development of a site or area. The draft document is planned to be available for public consultation in April/May 2025. There is an online workshop for Town and Parish Councils on Tuesday 23rd July 2.30 to 4.30 pm.
Other Supplementary Planning Documents
Three further supplementary planning documents are soon to enter the preparation phase. The Self and Custom Build SPD is for building outside of development boundaries and is planned for public consultation in February/March 2025. The Green Infrastructure SPD is planned for public consultation in June/July 2025. In future major developments will need to include a Sustainability Statement and a Sustainable Communities: Sustainability Statements SPD will be drafted for next year for public consultation in November/December 2025.
Self-Build Custom Register
South Norfolk Council is required to maintain a register of individuals wishing to self-build in the district, and to ensure enough sites become available to meet demand from those with a local connection.  At present, there is no charge to join the register and no local connection test. The Council is proposing to change this from 31st October 2025. The on-line consultation on this proposed change closes on 2nd August.
Town & Country Forum
The Council provides a monthly online update for Parish Councils. The next meeting is scheduled for 2pm on Wednesday 7th August. The main topic will be "Natural Flood Management", featuring speakers from a recent conference.  An in-person event is planned for 9.30 am -12.30 pm on Wednesday 13th November.
Glass bottle recycling scheme 
A glass bottle recycling adopter scheme is to be introduced by South Norfolk Council. A survey is to be sent to parish councils in the next few days to establish interest in the scheme.
‘Norwich to Tilbury’ Update
As a result of the announcement of the General Election, the consultation period for National Grid’s proposed electricity transmission network has been extended until Friday 26 July 2024. 
The final online webinars, providing an overview of the project, is on Thursday 18 July .
Full information can be found on the National Grid’s consultation website.  Finally, documents can be inspected at Long Stratton Library and Norwich Library.
At the Norfolk County Council Planning and Highways Committee Meeting on 10th June, the Council agreed to object to the Norwich-Tilbury proposal. 
PylonsEastAnglia are continuing to develop their campaign against the pylon proposals and have put together some high-level advice for Parish Council’s wishing to object to the Norwich Tilbury proposal. For further information visit https://pylonseastanglia.co.uk/actions 


Bob McClenning, Ian Spratt & Jim Webber



	
	Councillor Contact Details
	

	Cllr. Jim Webber
	  jim.webber@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07394 323215

	Cllr. Ian Spratt	
	ian.spratt@southnorfolkandbraodland.gov.uk
	07554 668337

	Cllr. Bob McClenning
	bob.mcclenning@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07769 030926





