
	Swardeston Parish Council
Minutes of the June 2024 Parish Council Meeting
At Swardeston village hall, on Thursday 13th June 2024 at 7.30PM
Meeting 6/2024

	Present: 										
Members - Derek Barber, Graham Jermy, Justin Barber, Wendy Middleton, Dominic Everett and 
Nigel Legg 
Cllr Webber 
Clerk - Carole Jowett
2 members of the public attended

	1. 

	To consider apologies for absence
Mr J Barber had sent his apologies for absence and these were accepted.
	


	2. 
	To co-opt member to fill vacancy following election 
There were no nominations to fill the vacancy. 
	

	3. 
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda
There were no declarations of interest. 
	


	4. 
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and district/county councillor reports
Public Participation
The district councillors report was not being posted prior to the meeting due to the late receipt. 
Councillor reports 
Cllr Webber reported that Cllr Daniel Elmer was the new leader of the council and Sharon Blundell was chair. There was no overall political control meaning that committees had a wider membership. 
The general election would be on 4th July meaning that the council was in a pre-election period.
There were grants available. 
A Flood management report had been received and was available.
There was to be a Town and Parish face to face event on 13th November 2024. 
The Norwich to Tilbury consultation had been extended due to election. Norfolk County Council had objected to pylons
	


	5. 
	To confirm minutes of the annual general meeting and the May meeting held on 9th May 2024 and review matters arising
The minutes of the May meeting were proposed as an accurate record by Mrs Middleton, Dr Legg seconded the proposal, which was agreed, and the chairman signed them.  
The minutes of the annual general meeting were proposed as an accurate record by Mrs Middleton, Dr Legg seconded the proposal agreed as an accurate record band the chairman signed them.  
Matters arising
Dr Legg had contacted the strategic flood alliance Norfolk but no real progress had been made. 
The rubbish on the bowling green had been raised with the owner and a promise had been made to clear everything by the end of May. Some rubbish had since been removed but the green waste and paving flags were still there. The intention was to clear it all once everything had been cleared. 
It was not clear where the electricity supply had been coming from but this would be resolved as a new supply was planned. The wastewater drainage was an issue and work needed to be done to resolve this so it was unlikely that the business would  open in the near future. Fencing and a new entrance was also planned and signs were being designed. There was a consideration to create a wildflower meadow in part of the grounds. 
	


	6. 
	To consider and agree planting using the clean-up and bloom grant
South Norfolk Council had been asking for photos of planting or of plants and flowers. 
A price had been obtained for bulbs which would require 4 to five thousand holes to be dug. A ground auger had been purchased to use with a drill to make the process easier. A team of 6 volunteers would be required to get the job done. There were some children that would like to get involved. 
Mrs Middleton proposed that the bulbs should be purchased, Dr Legg seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed. 
	

	7. 
	To review the draft biodiversity action plan
Mr J Barber had sent a draft action which was reviewed and discussed. It was agreed further consideration be made before it was formally adopted. The policy and action plan would then need to be shared with the Church, Norwich Fringe, The Cricket Club, the old bowls pavilion and Norse once agreed.
	

	8. 
	To discuss the potential of creating a conservation area in the parish
South Norfolk Council had indicated that Swardeston was unlikely to qualify to have a conservation area. The architecture was not in keeping and it was not all about the common. Cllr Webber said Shotesham was not dissimilar with a common and modern architecture and he said he had been disappointed with the council’s response. 
Mr Jermy suggested that further guidance be sought from South Norfolk Council to enable a better decision on whether to pursue this further. 
It was agreed to ask the conservation officer to meet to answer some questions to understand what would be required and what the implications would be. The clerk would ask the conservation officer for a meeting with some potential dates. 
	







CJ

	9. 
	To consider and agree to replace the missing letter on the war memorial
Mr D Barber had obtained quotes for replacing the missing letters but further work had been identified and with a full clean the cost would be £1100 which could be covered by CIL. 
Mrs Middleton proposed the work go ahead, Dr Legg seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed.
	

	10. 
	To consider and agree action on B1113/A47 issues 
The contact at National Highways had not responded and a request was made that the  district councillors should assist.
Gowthorpe Lane had continued to flood and at times water had gone over the B1113. The highways engineer was putting a resolution together as a project for county council funding. 
	

	11. 
	To review and agree comments on any planning application received
A new application had been received, 2024/1677 and this was to change the plans for Almond Villa. The garage had been moved to the front of the property and the original garage was to become a lounge under these proposals.
It was agreed not submit any comments.
	

	12. 
	To consider the new model financial regulations and agree any action
The clerk would work on the draft for review next month.
	
CJ

	13. 
	To consider possible road-crossing options for Main Road and issues with speeding traffic
The police had been doing speed checks on Main Road recently. 
	

	14. 

	To consider any action on national energy infrastructure projects
Norfolk County Council had submitted an objection to the proposals of the use of pylons for the Norwich to Tilbury grid upgrade. 
There had been media coverage about the battery storage at the new substation and it suggested that Swardeston would have the largest batteries in the world but this was not correct.
Orsted had offered to attend another meeting but it was agreed that it would be good to get the company that would be installing the battery storage to attend at the same time. It was agreed to invite them to the September meeting and questions could be prepared in advance. 
The permanent surface water arrangement had not yet been finalised and was believed to be with the Environment Agency for sign off. 
	


	15. 
	To receive an update on the defibrillator
The defibrillator had been checked and the Circuit updated. The battery on the village hall machine needed to be replaced but this was not the parish council’s responsibility. 
	

	16. 
	To consider and agree the Annual Governance Statement 2023/24
The Annual Governance Statement was reviewed, Mrs Middleton proposed it be agreed, Mr Jermy seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed. It was signed by the clerk and the chairman. 
	

	17. 
	To approve the certificate of exemption 2023. 
The Certificate of Exemption was reviewed, Mrs Middleton proposed it be agreed, Mr Jermy seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed. It was signed by the clerk and the chairman.
	

	18. 
	To consider and agree the Accounting Statements 2023/24
The Accounting Statements were reviewed, Mr Everett proposed it be agreed, Mrs Middleton seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed. It was signed by the chairman.
	

	19. 
	Finance	
19.1 To review and agree financial statement to 13th June 2024
The financial statement was reviewed and Mrs Middleton proposed they be accepted as a true record of the accounts, Dr Legg seconded the proposal and they were unanimously agreed.
19.2 To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget
BACS	£229.50	Norse	Grounds maintenance
	BACS		£115.16	C Jowett	Clerks salary 
	BACS			£76.40	HMRC	PAYE 		
Mr Everett proposed the payments be made, Dr Legg seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed.
			




	20. 
	To consider correspondence received 
The rate of interest on the bank accounts would reduce from 27 July 2024. 
Notification of a grant scheme for electric vehicle charge point and solar PV had been received but there was no requirement for these as there was no suitable location available. 
A lady had asked if she could put bird boxes on trees in Queen Mothers Wood, it would probably need agreement from the owner of the common. This fitted with biodiversity policy and no issues were raised.
	

	21. 
	To adjourn the meeting for public participation
The Mulbarton vicar was arranging some hustings at Mulbarton village hall on 24th June 2024. 
	

	22. 
	To agree agenda items for the next meeting on 11th July 2024 at 7:30 
To consider any action on national energy infrastructure projects 
To consider possible road-crossing options for the Main Road and issues with speeding traffic
To check the new domain name is complete and email addresses in use
To confirm the check on the defibrillator
To consider and agree planting using the clean-up and bloom grant 
To review and agree the biodiversity action plan 
To discuss the potential of creating a conservation area in the parish
To consider and agree action on B1113/A47 issues 
To review and agree comments on any planning application received
To consider and agree to purchase additional litter bins and agree locations.
The meeting closed at 22:00pm
	

	

Signed: Mr D Barber
Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
https://swardestonparish.gov.uk
 





								Appendix a
District Councillors’ Report for Swardeston Parish Council – 13 June 2024
Grants
Applications for member ward grants and for larger Communities Action Fund grants (£1,000 to £15,000) have now reopened. CAF closes at end June.
Flooding on B1113 
To date we have still had no response from either County Councillor Daniel Elmer or Graham Plant, cabinet lead for Highways, Infrastructure and Transport. 
Leadership of South Norfolk Council
As expected, Cllr. Elmer has been elected leader of the Conservative Group and was elected as leader of South Norfolk Council at the full council AGM on 20th May. Cllr.  Sharon Blundell , a Liberal Democratic representative for Costessey, was elected Chair for the year. Following the Bunwell by-election, the Conservatives now hold exactly 50% of the elected posts.
Community Employability Grants
South Norfolk and Broadland Councils have funded 11 grants across the districts to help individuals support customers to overcome barriers to employment and training. The Council Help Hub can help residents access the relevant organisations.
Flood Management
The Environment Agency has published (earlier in the year) a simple guide to flood management for farmers and landowners. It can be found here.
Town & Country Forum
The Council provides a monthly online update for Parish Councils. The next meeting is scheduled for 11am on Tuesday 11th July.
An in-person event is planned for 9.30 am -12.30 pm on Wednesday 13th November.
 ‘Norwich to Tilbury’ Update
As a result of the announcement of the General Election, the consultation period for National Grid’s proposed electricity transmission network has been extended until Friday 26 July 2024. 
The online webinars have also been rescheduled until after the election. Registration links for those relevant to Norfolk follow: the webinar on Wednesday 10 July   covers the proposed route of the pylons in North Suffolk and Norfolk; while the   webinar on Thursday 18 July  is an overview session.
Full information can be found on the National Grid’s consultation website.  Finally, documents can be inspected at Long Stratton Library and Norwich Library.
At the Norfolk County Council Planning and Highways Committee Meeting on 10th June, the Council agreed to object to the Norwich-Tilbury proposal. Specifically, the Council agreed:
“ 1. To RAISE an objection to the current proposal in light of the recent ESO Study (March 2024) and the alternative transmission options outlined in that study;
2. To ASK National Grid to “pause” their current proposal and consider the alternative options with the ESO; Department for Energy Security and Net Zero; and local stakeholders;
3. To SUPPORT in principle either an offshore option or, if this was proved undeliverable, an undergrounded onshore option;
4. To AGREE that in the event of an onshore option being taken forward, National Grid should commit to delivering wider benefits and opportunities to provide power to meet the needs of existing and planned growth in Norfolk; and contribute towards funding an Energy Plan for the County;
5. To WELCOME National Grid’s proposal to underground part of the route to the west of Diss (Waveney Valley Alternative), but would like to see this underground area expanded to the entire length of Norfolk. “
A detailed set of papers is being submitted to the consultation by NCC.
PylonsEastAnglia are continuing to develop their campaign against the pylon proposals and have put together some high-level advice for Parish Council’s wishing to object to the Norwich Tilbury proposal. For further information visit https://pylonseastanglia.co.uk/actions 

Bob McClenning, Ian Spratt & Jim Webber


	
	Councillor Contact Details
	

	Cllr. Jim Webber
	  jim.webber@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07394 323215

	Cllr. Ian Spratt	
	ian.spratt@southnorfolkandbraodland.gov.uk
	07554 668337

	Cllr. Bob McClenning
	bob.mcclenning@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07769 030926





