
	Swardeston Parish Council
Minutes of the May 2024 Parish Council Meeting
At Swardeston village hall, on Thursday 9th May 2024 at 7.30PM
Meeting 5/2024

	Present: 										
Members - Derek Barber, Graham Jermy, Justin Barber, Wendy Middleton, Dominic Everett and 
Nigel Legg 
Cllr Webber 
Clerk - Carole Jowett
2 members of the public attended

	1. 

	To consider apologies for absence
Mr Everett had sent his apologies for absence and these were accepted.
	


	2. 
	To co-opt member to fill vacancy following election 
There were no nominations to fill the vacancy. 
	

	3. 
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda
There were no declarations of interest. 
	


	4. 
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and district/county councillor reports
Public Participation
No issues were raised.
Councillor reports 
Cllr Webber had sent a report which is copied at appendix a. 
	


	5. 
	To confirm minutes of the last meeting held on 11th April 2024 and review matters arising.
The minutes of the April meeting were proposed as an accurate record by Mr D Barber, Mr Jermy seconded the proposal, which was agreed, and the chairman signed them.  
Matters arising
None to discuss.
	


	6. 
	To consider and agree planting using the clean-up and bloom grant
The village hall trustees had suggested that the grant could be used to purchases wall boxes for planting on the front of the village hall but there were some concerns about this. Other options were being explored, Mr D Barber agreed to contact bulb wholesalers to get prices for a family planting day ahead of the next meeting. 
	

	7. 
	To review the draft biodiversity action plan
Mr J Barber said he would circulate a draft action plan before the next meeting.
	

	8. 
	To consider possible road-crossing options for Main Road and issues with speeding traffic
There had been no updates on the planned traffic survey.
The parish partnership bid contribution had been paid although no further updates had been received. It was suggested bulbs and verge planting could be done around the new gateway and signs. 
	

	9. 

	To consider any action on national energy infrastructure projects
The minutes that had been received from Orsted after 8 weeks and several chases did not reflect the attendees and did not accurately record the meeting. Mr D Barber would email back to advise they could not be agreed as they were not complete or accurate and that all attendees should be recorded. 
The flooding issues on the B1113 were still a concern and Cllr Webber was intending to take a question to cabinet as to what action was being taken. 
Dr Legg suggested an approach be made to National Highways to raise issues with the lack of maintenance of the attenuation ponds. This would be an agenda item at the June meeting.
	


	10. 
	To consider and agree comments on the Norwich to Tilbury electricity connection consultation 
After consideration it was agreed that no comments would be submitted.
	

	11. 
	To receive an update on the defibrillator
The defibrillator had been checked and the Circuit updated on 8th May 2024.
	

	12. 
	To agree a new domain name and email addresses
The naming convention was agreed and would be submitted to Norfolk ALC.
	
CJ

	13. 
	Finance	
13.1 To review and agree financial statement to 9th May 2024
The financial statement was reviewed and was accepted as a true record of the accounts and unanimously agreed.
13.2 To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget
BACS	£14.40	Norfolk ALC	Domain name and registration 
BACS	£229.50	Norse	Grounds maintenance
BACS	£560.22	Clear Councils 	Insurance premium
	BACS		£115.16	C Jowett	Clerks salary 
	BACS			£76.40	HMRC	PAYE 		
Mr J Barber proposed the payments be made, Mrs Middleton seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed.
			




	14. 
	To consider correspondence received 
There were no items to discuss.
	

	15. 
	To adjourn the meeting for public participation
Concerns were raised about the rubbish piled outside the old bowls pavilion as the public could access this area and there was the potential to cause harm. It was also noted that this grass area forms part of the common and was effectively fly tipping. The clerk would email the tenant of the building to ask for it to be removed without delay.  
	


CJ

	16. 
	To agree agenda items for the next meeting on 13th June 2024 at 7:30 
To consider any action on national energy infrastructure projects 
To consider possible road-crossing options for the Main Road and issues with speeding traffic
To confirm the check on the defibrillator
To consider and agree planting using the clean-up and bloom grant 
To review the draft biodiversity action plan 
To discuss the potential of creating a conservation area in the parish
To consider and agree to replace the missing letter on the war memorial
To consider and agree action on B1113/A47 issues 
Planning applications would be added to every meeting in future with a caveat that any applications received after the agenda was issued would also be considered.  
The meeting closed at 20:35 pm
	

	

Signed: Mr D Barber
Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
https://swardeston-parish-council.norfolkparishes.gov.uk





								Appendix a
District Councillors’ Report for Swardeston Parish Council – 9 May 2024
Grants
Applications for member ward grants and for larger Communities Action Fund grants (£1,000 to £15,000) have now reopened.
Flooding on B1113 
To date we have still had no response from either County Councillor Daniel Elmer or Graham Plant, cabinet lead for Highways, Infrastructure and Transport. 
CPRE Flood Prevention Conference
CPRE are promoting a flood prevention conference targeted at Parish Councils. This will be held in Dereham on Wednesday 22nd May.
Link for further information.
Nutrient Neutrality Update
Norfolk Environmental Credits have issued credits that allow c600 new homes to be started; the majority of deals (but not the majority of homes) have been for one off or smaller developments.
An agreement is being reached with a commercial company (Norfolk Rivers Consortium) to allow homeowners to have a free “septic tank upgrade”. The installation will be financed by the sale of credits. Roll out is expected to be localised and relatively slow due to capacity issues. However, it is hoped that other similar schemes will follow.
Greater Norwich Local Plan-Bennet Homes, Swardeston
The Bennet Homes planning application is likely to be affected by new requirements in the GNLP, specifically the requirement for at least 33% affordable housing and the requirement that developments of more than 40 homes include at least 5% self-build plots.
Nature Recovery Plans
South Norfolk Council is promoting a community lead scheme pioneered by Harleston Town Council.   The initiative is described as:
“Nature recovery is all about how we restore habitats, protect wildlife and combat climate change. It’s about building resilient landscapes for the future through natural restoration.
Small actions taken by ordinary people, added together can make a difference.  The collective size of gardens in England is greater than the size of the nature reserves.  Our actions at home do count.”
Link for further information
‘Norwich to Tilbury’ Update
The Campaign for the Protection of Rural England (CPRE) has recently published a thoughtful report entitled “ GREENING THE GREAT GRID UPGRADE A new vision for landscapes and communities in East Anglia” which is  available here. One of the key recommendations is that work on the Norwich Tilbury project:
“should now be paused for review whilst need, timings and alternative solutions are investigated more thoroughly. An offshore solution (a second subsea link) or HVDC undergrounding is strongly preferred to the proposed overhead line.”
The formal consultation for this project closes on Tuesday 18th June. Full information can be found on the National Grid’s consultation website. 
There are two remaining consultation events in Norfolk:
Tibenham, Community Hall   		Friday           10 May 1-6pm
Diss, Football Club			Wednesday 15 May 1-6 pm
There are also a series of on-line webinars at 6pm in the evening. Registration links follow: the webinar on 29 May covers the proposed route of the pylons in North Suffolk and Norfolk; while the webinar on 12 June is an overview session.
Finally, documents can be inspected at Long Stratton Library and Norwich Library
PylonsEastAnglia are continuing to develop their campaign against the pylon proposals and have put together some high-level advice for Parish Council’s wishing to object to the Norwich Tilbury proposal. For further information visit https://pylonseastanglia.co.uk/actions 
Bob McClenning, Ian Spratt & Jim Webber

	
	Councillor Contact Details
	

	Cllr. Jim Webber
	  jim.webber@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07394 323215

	Cllr. Ian Spratt	
	ian.spratt@southnorfolkandbraodland.gov.uk
	07554 668337

	Cllr. Bob McClenning
	bob.mcclenning@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07769 030926





