
	Swardeston Parish Council
Minutes of the September 2024 Parish Council Meeting
At Swardeston village hall, on Thursday 12th September 2024 at 7.30PM
Meeting 9/2024

	Present: 										
Members - Derek Barber, Wendy Middleton, Justin Barber, Dominic Everett and Nigel Legg 
Cllr Webber 
Clerk - Carole Jowett
21 members of the public attended

	1. 

	To consider apologies for absence
Mr Jermy had sent his apologies for absence.
	


	2. 
	To co-opt member to fill vacancy following election 
There were no nominations to fill the vacancy. 
	

	3. 
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda
There were no declarations of interest made. 
	


	4. 
	To receive an update and pose questions to representatives of Orsted
Representatives from Orsted and Hitachi had attended the April meeting and it was agreed that Orsted representatives would come to another meeting after a few months and 2 representatives were in attendance. 
The parish council had pre-submitted 4 questions 
1. Drainage Issues
Since April surface water from the site was stored in 2 attenuation ponds and when they became full the excess water was taken away in tankers. There was an approved discharge scheme agreed but this was connected to the gulley system on the B1113 which resulted in excessive flooding. 
A new proposed surface water management scheme had been submitted to discharge through an overland pipe to the Norfolk County Council pond at Keswick crossroads (not the attenuation pond for the A47) and from there it would go into the river.  A licence had been applied for and it was intended that this would become the permanent solution but using an underground pipe. 
It was pointed out that this solution would only deal with the substation site but not the historic B1113 flooding issues caused by the A47; there was ongoing work with the county council. 
The Environment Agency (EA) have requested further sampling from various parts of the sites to be completed by the end of the week and the samples would be analysed and sent back to the EA. There had been attempts to contact National Highways about the water discharging from the A47 but no response had been received. 
A question was raised about a rain shower earlier in the day when water was running off the site on to the B1113, the representatives promised to check this out as sandbags are usually in situ by the entrance. 
A further question was asked about the permanent on-site management and it was confirmed this was almost complete.  
It was questioned who had done the calculations on the capacity of the ponds. 
This had been the project manager and had been necessary to obtain a permit from the EA.  
A question was asked about the bunds and screening. 
The landscape management plan had been part of the application but tendering for planting was not yet done.
Cllr Webber said that after any attempts to contact the National Highways Authority the 3 district councillors had written to the leader of Norfolk County Council and as a result there was a meeting the following day. 
The attenuation ponds were a temporary arrangement and once the development was complete the water would drain underground via pipes into the treatment system.
2. Landscaping 
Proposals for landscape mitigation was within the development consent order. The main area would be fenced for security. There was a triangle that had been obtained for landscape mitigation which would also be fenced and not open to the public. 
A question was asked about the arrangement once completed. 
There would be a 10-year management plan that would be contracted out. 
It was asked if there were any artist impressions in the planning application 
It was confirmed that there were none. 
3. Communications 
An update on progress was requested, there was little news on the development site compared to the cable route monthly updates. 
It was clarified that these updates would be retrospective due to security issues and were done quarterly reporting on the converter station progress. The next report would be due in January and people were invited to send in any questions.  
The reports were sent to the parish council but emails could be provided to have one sent directly to individuals
Cllr Webber raised that retrospective reports were not very helpful but recognised the need for security. 
Briefing packs were more about what was coming. People had requested brief points but technical questions could be emailed in. 
There were no cables to the converter station site yet and it was asked how much notice was likely to be given to brief out to local people to make them aware of road closures. 
It was stated that advance notice of 2 weeks would be given. All people along the affected route in the North were made aware by letter drop over 2 weeks in advance and there would be communication with parishes. The cable drums were only moved between 9am and 4pm. They would be doing deliveries in North Norfolk until Christmas and possibly longer. Only approved routes would be used unless changed by the police.
There would be no delivery of the transformers until September 2025. Vehicle tracking and measurements were being done to enable access and get around tight bends. 
Dr Legg raised issues with HGVs using Cantley Lane South, he said that notices had been put up but were being ignored.
Orsted representatives would take that issue away. Lily would take that away. 
It was asked if there were any hydrants on site.
It was clarified that hydrants were in the design detail which was 80 % complete. 
There was a full safety statement for battery storage. 
	

	5. 
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and district/county councillor reports
Public Participation
It was noted that 2 pieces of play equipment and a bin had been installed in Bobbins way. 
An issue was raised with the pond near the car park which was overgrown and the area around it was not being maintained. 
The chairman explained that South Norfolk Council had responsibility to maintain this but had not been active. FoSCOM had originally cleared it but due to the weed it was not able to do anything more about it. 
A question was asked if the edge of the road could be cleared and it was agreed it could be done in October weather permitting, Mr Barber said he would contact the residents and they would clear it up. It was agreed that the pond would be raised at a commons meeting
Councillor reports 
Cllr Webber had sent a report which is attached at appendix a to these minutes. 
There was a highways meeting tomorrow and Dr Legg would attend. 
Cllr Webber said that the new government wanted to increase new home building by £1.5m homes next year this would mean an increase on the Greater Norwich Local Plan of 721 houses per year. 
South Norfolk Council had agreed to install bleed kits in all its leisure centres. 
There was a plan to improve Wymondham and there was £1m available to do this. 
	


	6. 
	To confirm minutes of the meeting held on 8th August 2024 and review matters arising
The minutes of the August meeting were proposed as an accurate record by Mr J Barber, Dr Legg seconded the proposal, which was agreed, and they were signed by the chairman.  
Matters arising
The war memorial had been completed and looked good. The fallen from WW2 were not commemorated and a request for a proposal had been made to the stonemason to create a new tablet bearing the names of the fallen from WW2 and integrate this with the existing memorial. It was expected to be about  £2k and further investigation would need to be done. 
The weed spraying had not yet been done in the play area.
The patch had been put in the rubber mulch by the spinner on the play area. Information had been sent to Cllr Webber about the poor workmanship that had led to these repairs being needed. The original work had been done by a contractor mandated by the council using s106 money. . 
A spray-paint repair of the play tunnel needed to be done. 
The hedge needed to be cut; the same contractor as last year would be used. It was suggested that some trees on the common needed crown lifting. 
	


	7. 
	To consider the South Norfolk Village Clusters Housing Allocations Plan and agree any response
Mr D Barber had joined the MS Teams presentation but had been unable to submit questions but he did get a phone call the next day. 
The parish council had previously responded to the plan. 
It was agreed not to submit a response. 
The planning application for land on Main Road/Gowthorpe Lane was likely to go to committee in October before the local plan would have been considered. 
	

	8. 
	To consider planting arrangements for the clean-up and bloom grant 
The bulbs had arrived and would be planted on 28th September 2024. An appeal for volunteers had been made but only 8 from FoSCOM had come forward. Anyone wanting to help would be welcome. 
Top dressing could be applied once they start to come through.
	

	9. 
	To discuss the potential of creating a conservation area in the parish
After discussion and consideration of all of the correspondence and feedback it was agreed not to pursue this further. It would be possible to raise the possibility in future at a village fete. 
	


	10. 
	To consider and agree action on B1113/A47 issues 
There were no updates on this issue.
	

	11. 
	To review and agree comments on any planning applications received including 
No applications have been received.
	


	12. 
	To review and agree governance documents:
12.1 Standing orders 
This item was adjourned to the October meeting. 	
12.2 Financial regulations
This item was adjourned to the October meeting. 
12.3 Anti-bribery policy
This item was adjourned to the October meeting. 
13.4	12.4	Document retention
This item was adjourned to the October meeting. 
12.5	Risk management 
This item was adjourned to the October meeting.
	

	13. 
	To consider and agree to purchase additional litter bins and agree locations
This item was adjourned to the October meeting.
	

	14. 
	To consider possible road-crossing options for Main Road and issues with speeding traffic
The traffic survey had been done but it could be several months before the results were finalised. 
	

	15. 
	To consider any action on national energy infrastructure projects
This had been addressed under agenda item 4. 
	

	16. 
	To receive an update on the defibrillator
The defibrillator had been checked on 11th September 2024 and the Circuit had been updated.
	

	17. 
	Finance	
17.1	To review and agree financial statement to 12th September 2024
The financial statement was reviewed and Mr J Barber proposed it be accepted as a true record of the accounts, Dr Legg seconded the proposal and they were unanimously agreed.
21.2 To consider and agree a payment to the village hall for the flat roof
After discussion it was proposed by Mr Everett seconded by Dr Legg that £6000 would be paid on confirmation that the work had commenced and represent half of the cost.  
Some concerns were raised about the future funding of the village hall. 
21.3 To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget
BACS	£229.50	Norse Eastern Ltd	 Play area/bus shelter
	BACS	£115.16		C Jowett		Clerks salary 
	BACS	£76.40		HMRC		PAYE 
	BACS	£6,000.00		Village Hall trustees	Roof repairs
	BACS	£660.00		H Brett		War memorial renovation
	BACS	£324.00		The Boston Bulb Co Ltd	Clean up and bloom grant
	BACS 	£810.00		Action Play and Leisure	Playground repairs    
	BACS	£486.00		South Norfolk Council	Dog bin servicing 
Mrs Middleton proposed the payments be made, Dr Legg seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed.
	

	18. 
	To consider correspondence received 
There had been a penalty notice from HMRC but an appeal had been submitted as there had been no late submissions or payments, no response had yet been received.  
	

	19. 
	To adjourn the meeting for public participation
It was stated that disabled access to the village hall would be welcome. 
	

	20. 
	To agree agenda items for the next meeting on 10th September 2024 at 7:30 
To consider and agree any bids to the parish partnership scheme
To review and agree governance documents
To consider any action on national energy infrastructure projects 
To consider possible road-crossing options for the Main Road and issues with speeding traffic
To confirm the check on the defibrillator
To consider and agree action on B1113/A47 issues 
To review and agree comments on any planning application received
To consider and agree to purchase additional litter bins and agree locations
The meeting closed at 22:00pm
	

	
Signed: Mr D Barber
Chairman to Swardeston Parish Council
https://swardestonparish.gov.uk 



		


						Appendix a
District Councillors’ Report for Swardeston Parish Council – 12 September 2024
Grants
At present Member Ward Grants for 2024/25 have been fully reserved. Requests for future support with small projects (up to £1,000 usually) to benefit the local community can be made to your District Councillors. 
Flooding on B1113  
A meeting has been arranged by your District Councillors with Highways to discuss flooding on the B1113 at Swardeston. This is at 1pm on Friday 13th September. County Councillors Daniel Elmer and Graham Plant, cabinet lead for Highways, Infrastructure and Transport, have been invited. Representatives of local Parish Councils have been invited to attend.
Hornes 3 Converter Station
Hornsea 3 Converter Station
Orsted have indicated to your District Councillors that cabling to the site will be delivered between July and October 2025. The full update received from Orsted is included below.
National Planning Policy Consultation
The Government is consulting on proposed changes to the National Planning Policy Framework. This includes changes to the target number of houses that each area is expected to build, with the aim of building 1.5 million new homes over the next 5 years. The proposed standard method would require 2,647 new homes per year in the Greater Norwich Local Plan area, representing an increase of 721 houses (37%) over the recently approved local plan. 
Village Clusters Update
The South Norfolk Village Clusters Housing Allocations Plan (VCHAP) Regulation 19 Pre-submission Addendum was published on Monday 12 August and runs through to 5pm on Monday 7 October 2024. This is the final consultation before the VCHAP is submitted to the Inspector.
The plan includes two sites in Swardeston. The latest amendment includes an increased housing allocation for the site at the corner of Main Road and Gowthorpe Lane.
During the consultation period, the proposed Addendum and supporting information is available at the Millenium Library, Norwich and online at:https://www.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk/emerging-local-plan/south-norfolk-village-clusters-housing-allocations-plan .
Bleed Kits
South Norfolk Council has agreed to provide bleed kits for each of its Leisure Centre. This follows an approach to a Councillor from the mother of a youth killed in a knife attack in Wymondham. The kit includes equipment to stem the flow of blood as a result of serious injury, which might be work or sports related. The objective of a bleed kit is to reduce the l stem the flow of blood following a traumatic injury incurred through accident or attack. Ideally kits will be in places that are publicly accessible – as many defibrillators are. More information is available from the Daniel Baird Foundation at this link: https://controlthebleed.org.uk/ .

Wymondham Public Realm Improvements
Wymondham Town Council and South Norfolk Council are working together to improve the public realm in Wymondham town centre with a budget of nearly £1 million. The project is still in its early stages, and the councils are seeking input from local residents, businesses and visitors on how to best to invest. More information and a short online consultation can be found here: https://www.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk/news/article/488/consultation-on-wymondham-improvements-now-open
‘Norwich to Tilbury’ Update
The consultation on the proposed pylon scheme has now closed. National Grid is considering responses. It plans to submit its final proposals in an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate in 2025.
 PylonsEastAnglia are continuing to campaign against the pylon proposals. For further information visit https://pylonseastanglia.co.uk/actions 

Bob McClenning, Ian Spratt & Jim Webber


	
	Councillor Contact Details
	

	Cllr. Jim Webber
	  jim.webber@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07394 323215

	Cllr. Ian Spratt	
	ian.spratt@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07554 668337

	Cllr. Bob McClenning
	bob.mcclenning@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07769 030926






Full Update from Orsted Hornsea 3 Project

The following update was received from Orsted on 15th August 2024.

“DC cabling is due to be delivered from the main compound in Oulton to the local area July – October 2025. Due to the nature of the work being carried out, these deliveries require the use of larger specialised vehicles called abnormal loads. For the duration of the journey, the abnormal loads will be escorted by Norfolk Police. 
At least two weeks prior to the abnormal load deliveries commencing in this area, information will issued via an Advance Work Notice (AWN). AWNs are the preferred method of proactive communications between the Project and the local community. To date, Orsted have issued over 130 AWNs proactively informing residents of forthcoming activities in affected local areas.
Orsted will also be conducting additional abnormal load movements to transport equipment to the Onshore Converter Station. These abnormal load deliveries are expected in 2025. As with the DC cabling deliveries, these will require a police escort, Orsted will inform the local community at least two weeks prior to these movements via an AWN.
Regarding potential upcoming works along the B1113, Orsted are required to reinstate areas of land that have been temporarily used for the construction phase – including the access point near the A47 on the western side of the road leading to our onshore cable route. The access point leading to the Onshore converter site is required for continued access to and from the facility and therefore shall remain in place. We shall undertake these works during the planned reinstatement phase in this area, expected in 2026/7.
There might be some instances where the owners of the land wish to keep the access points that we have installed, rather than have them reinstated. In these instances, additional planning permission will be required, and the appropriate consents acquired.”


